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PREFACE. 



11/VII^ is not yet establifhed by law in this country f 
but good aijd evil have been growing up together so 
long, that they will never more b^p separated, unless it 
shall he in some small remnant of Christians. By 
means of predestination falsely stated, th^ rights of 
Cod and his ministry are so far forgotten, that we are 
getting every day nearer to Babel, and further from Je* 
hisalem. In the last century, this Calvinistic corrup* 
tion swallowed up both Church and State, and it 
threatens to do so again, if it be not guarded against^ 
more than I expect it will be. It will not work di*^ 
rectly and with the same violence as before, but slowly 
and by way of sap, under the name, appearance and 
intention of good, as evil always does, when most misr 
jjhjef is inttnded,. W^ cannot wonder, that it is so 

* ? vn- 
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unmerciful now in consigning the souls of men to per-* 
dition^ when we remember how cruelly it treated their 
Miis and estates formerly* God^ who saved us be- 
fore^ cannot be expected to save us again^ by any 
equally extraordinary interposition, where the error 
is the same as before; I have therefore drawn up 
these few hints to set wise men on thinking : if I had 
been in health, I would have carried them much far- 
ther : I pray God to turn them to good, to the end that 
old apostolical faith^ that piety and peace^ may s^ll re- 
main among us. 
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CALLING AND ELECTION. 



I 



2 PBTER 1. 10/ 

ftRETHREKi GIVE DILIGENCE TO MAKS 
YOUR CALLING A^D ELECTION SURE* 



JL H£R£ is not a more plain precept than this 
in the gospel ; even a child that has been chris^* 
tened, and has learned the catechism of the 
churchy is taught to be thankful to God, who by 
baptism has called it to a state of salvation -, and 
to pray and to hope, that with the help of God's 
grace which he promises in that sacrament, it 
may continue in the same state unto its lifers 
end. - 

This, I say, is plain dbctrine, and I am sure 

it is true : we may also safely say, it is the doc- 

B 3 trine 



12 Calling and Election. tfEiiirf. ii 

Other men shall know by their fruit vfrhat wd 
inay ourselves be ignorant of; and that what- 
ever our inward testimony may say, they shall 
clearlj^ see by our works to what party we be^ 
long; whether to the Author of Peaccy of the* 
spirit of confusion. If we look back into thd 
last century, we may find examples in plenty of 
great sinners, who thought themselves great 
sSLints J and some of them are reported as such 
to this day; to the great danger of some Chris- 
' tians, and the great grief of others. This was 
the lamentable and hopeless state of the Pha- 
risees; " They trusted in themselves that they 
^* were righteous, and despised others ;" but God 
knew their hearts. He saw that their contempt 
of others was as vain as their opinion of them- 
selves ; and the doctrine which they had about 
their own election as Jews might be the foun- 
dation of all : for I believe the doctrine of elec- 
tion had never a worse effect and a worse issue 
"ftan it had upon them. The like persuasion, 
instead of being a ground of safety and comfort 
to Christians, has been a delusion of Satan to 
draw souls into perdition : and if there be any 
amongst us who never yet observed this, we 
Aould pray to God to open their eyes, and 
Ifive them grace to be alarmed at the prospect -^ 
lor it is a dreadful one. 

This 
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This doctrine is further dangerous, as it fa« 
vors the practise of schismatical division in the 
Church ; it both promotes and covers the evil 
of separation : whether that was foreseen by 
those who brought it into fashion I will not 
say 5 but it was seen in a short time after by 
every body else, and this use of it was very 
natural : for who shall convince tho3e of sin in 
schism who have a rule above us all ? If we 
will allow it, they have an inward testimony 
superior to all authority upon e^rth, and who 
shall dare to speak against it ? When Jesus 
Christ was upon earth, no man was so hated 
a;nd despised as He : and by whom*? By proud, 
conceited, quarrelsome people, who <:alled 
themselves the elected of God in their Father 
Abraham. The contempt which then fell 
upon Jesus Christ, now falls upon his Church ; 
and from the same sort of people, who call 
themselves the Elect. 

When the superstition of the church of Rome 
was done away by the overthrow of order, and 
the presumption of envious or insidious piety 
prevailed among irregular protestants, thea 
this doctrine came in and abounded; but it 
may soon be detected, for it is either with the 
means of grace administered in the Christiaa 
Church, or it is without them: if it is with 

them, 
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them^ then let them shew us how the privi- 
lege of one Christian is above another Chrisr 
tian. Are not all entitled to the §ame pro-f 
mises ? Will npt baptism carry a child to hea- 
Ircn ? As surely, though it be born of a slave, 
and baptized in a church, as if it were of noble 
birth, and baptized in a parlour. Under the 
ineans of grace in Christ Jesus there is neither 
rich nor poor, bond nor free ; but all are eqiial. 
If election be ivithout the me^ns of grace, then 
it explains itself ; it must be an imposture; it 
is to supply their* place, and render them su-^ 
perfluous ; and when the means of grace are 
gone, the appearance of Christianity will last 
but a short time. 

If any person, through pride or envy, hath 
thrown himself out of the Church, or is not 
^ble to prove himself in it ; I say, if any such 
person can yet boast of his election to salvation, 
^nd persuade others to believe him, to what 
purpose then did Jesus Christ found a Church 
in opposition to the gates of hell, and promise 
to be with it to the end of the world ? Here 
|8 a persuasion to which it dpth qot appear that 
^ny Church is necessary : ttierefore all dissenter^ 
are fond of a Churchman,' who believes it : ifr 
is a notion that rests in the conceit of a man's 
pwn mind i and if we admit jts authority, what 
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^s the consequence ? We then give to the 

word of a man a place above the word of Gqdj 

A good meaning is supposed by weak peopli^ 

^o sanctify a bad action : but St. Paul meant 

well when he persecuted the Christian Church; 

yet he condemned himself severely for it after* 

wards. Jt may be said by soipe who profess 

this doctritie^^ that they take it for their comfort^ 

and mean no harm by it 5 intending thereby tp 

draw lis away from the foundfeitions of truth and 

the certainty of divine promijsjes, till the Whole 

Christian fabric falls into ruins at once ; as i^ 

when the kingdom of God w^re departed from 

^mongst us, some other new light should spring 

up in the world. 
Enough has been said to prove the dangei' 

(6f this doctrine ; I think it may be shewn zff 
plainly that it is not a doctrine of the scripture. 
This we freely allow, that the election of Chris* 
^ans out of the world into the Church of Christ 
is plain and certain : but the election of Chris- 
tians out of Christians is not so s if there werq 
kuch a thing, it is what we Cannpt know, hav* 
ing no visible sign for it, and therefore we dq 
wrongs and must bring ourselves and the Churcl^ 
into danger if we pretend to know it. The re- 
ligion of the gospel, by which we are saved, is 
the religioii oifaith^ hope, and charily , to this 

religiQi^ 
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religion we are called at our baptism; with 
that which cannot be reduced to any of these 
Aree we have no concern ; and such is the 
knowledge of God's secret decrees. We are 
not called upon to know what cannot b? 
known, neither are we required to act as if we 
knew it : we are to trust in God, but always 
to be in fear for ourselves; and thence the 
church wisely directs us to pray^ that even in 
our last hour we may not fall from him. To 
what end is this prayer, if it be determined by 
our predestination that we shaU never fall? 
This language of the Church implies, that we 
piay fall even to the last moment, and that we 
are never safe till death shall put an end to sin 
and temptation. 

The great mistake seems to have consisted 
in applying to Christians what is said to hea« 
thens. The vessel of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion was an heathen ; a man never taken into 
the covenant of God, and who had determined 
that he never would be. It should always be 
remembered, that in the Epistle to the Romans 
the Apostle is arguing against the Jews, about 
the reception of the heathens ; a thing they could 
never bear to hear of, because they confined all 
grace to themselves. There is not a Christian 
upon earth who can prove that be is entitled to 

any 
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liny one privilege but what be hath In cdtnttion 
with other Christians 5 he is therefore to pass 
the time ^f his sojourning kert infeaf i not to 
thiiJc that he has found out a short way of being 
taved^ a way unknown tt> other people : not to 
be high-minded, as the Jews were> who fell, 
through vain confidence of their own election. 
Such asort of election the scriptures donotteach i 
they shew the vanity of it from the example of 
the Jews : tile text also is expres^y against it 3 
for if C^hristiins are called upon to make theit 
election svre^ then is that election such as may 
be not sure. Why else is it said, " let him 
'^that thinkethhe standeth take hee^d left he 
" fell ?" He who thinketk he hath got farther 
can ombf think soj and in that he may be 
grossly mistaken. And how doth he stand f 
not by certain knowledge, as he pretends, but 
by faith i faith in the promise of God, as his 
only security* 

There is nq case more to our purpose than 
that of the Apostle St. Paul j he was a vessel 
individually chosen by God : in him we see the 
election of God's grace falling on a single per- 
son I but what does he infer from it ? No ab» 
solute exetnption from danger: he supposes^ 
that he may still be cast away, and lost by 
his own neglect. He led a severe, watchful^ 

VOL. VII. c and 
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and mortified life, *^ lest, when he had preached 
" to others, he himself should be a cajtawayj' 
Will any man presume upon privileges higher 
and surer than those of this great Apostle? 
Might St. Paul be ca»t away ? who then shall 
dare to be secure ? He, who can persuade 
himself that God hath called him to a privilege 
which St. Paul had not^i must be under some 
strong delusion.* 

But is there no assurance ? Undoubtedly 
there is: but it is the assurance of faith , and 
the assurance of hope: for any thing further 
we must wait till that judgment for which all 
men are reserved; which shall detect the 
secrets of all hearts ; laying open to thousands 
the true nature of those works, that they 
never understood before, though they imagined 
they did. How shall God judge every man 
according to his works, if every liian is to judge 
himself before lialf his works are done, accord- 
ing to his feelings ? Are we to judge firsts 
and is God to judge afterwards ? Can we 
think such a thing without blasphemy? and 
can we teach it, without thereby rendering 
our whole religion of no effect, as the Jews 
^id by a like presumption? Shall we take 
from the chief Shepherd his office of separating 
the sheep from the goats in the next life, by. 

doing 
* See Note i, p. 23. 
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doing it for him beforehand in this life ? Shall 
we poor blind sinners dare to say who have 
made their election sure, and who have iiot^. 
when probably our first mistake is about our- 
selves ? All this may be prevented ty a single 
text from St. Paul, " Judge nothing before the 
*^ time> until the Lord come, who both will 
" bring to light the hidden things of darkness, 
" and will make manifest the counsels of the 
** hearts, and then shall every man have praise 
" of God." Till we shall obtain that praise, 
let us forbe&r to depend upon our own, which 
will only reiider us suspected by those who 
know how to distinguiflii In the mean time 
wc may know with absolute cejtaihty that tio 
election will save us^ but that which teaches 
us to work out our own salvation with fear a?id 
trembling. Poor self-condemning . mourners^ 
who lament their own sins, and those of the 
church to which they belong*, are in a much 
safer way, than those who are confident and 
self-witnessed : and they have a blessing on their 
side I " Blessed are they that mourn (especially 
" for sin) for they shall be comforted.*' 

If, after all I have said, there should still r^* 

main in any man a desire to be assured, whe-" 

ther God hath actually adopted him for ona -o£ 

c 2 his 

* See Ezekiel ix. 4. 
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could support the Martyrs of the Christian 
Church, but this one consideration, that if God 
called upon them to suffer, he called upon 
them to b^ saved, according to that faithful 
saying, that " if we suffer, we shall also reign 
with him?" But that a man, with blood-guilti- 
ness upon his head, and that of the worst sort, 
unrepented of, should be an heir of salvation, 
and find himself in the sure way to heaven^ h 
a dream fit only for a deluded Christian of the 
last days to believe : if there ever was one per- 
son so deluded, the case would make us for 
ever afraid of this doctrine ^ whereas history 
assures us there have been many, and that in 
this kingdom. 

Upon the whole, Christianity is a religion 
which does not busy itself about decrees nevei: 
to be knownn or understood ;* but which believes 
promises f rejoices in hope, acts with charity and 
suffers with patience. It does not send a man 
to heaven by the short soft way of sweet medi- 
tation and ;self-complacency ; but it sends him 
first to Calvary to carry a cross after Jesus Christ j 
to bear some trying affliction, soipe burden of 
sorrow, which God lays upon him ; he may 
then think himself a true child of God, and in 
the right way to make his calling and election 

sure. 

c 3 NQTES, 
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NOTES. 



J? OR that sense of election which I allow and rejoice in» 
I have two excellent authorities^ Bishop Andrenvs and BU 
shop Jeremy Taylor \ the former of which has these words 
ID one of the forms of prayer in his daily devotions : ** Let 
" my faith in the Church entitle me to a part in its calling 
** and election." (Andrews' Devot. p. 36. Bishop Home't 
edition^) Bishop Andrews is right in ascribing salvation 
first to the Church, aud from the Church to its members | 
for thus we are taught to argue from the figure of Noah*i 
ark : to be saved by nnater was a property original to the 
ark I and salvation was derived from the ark to those who 
were taken into it : so election belongs first to the Churchy 
the prototype of the ark. Such as were to be saved when 
the world was drowned were taken into the ark. Snch as 
shall be saved when the world shall be again de^royed ar0 
added t$ the Church, The Churchy we grant, may be much 
degenerated \ but so long as it is a Church, the promises 
of God must remain with it. \i its privilege of bringing 
children to a state of salvation is lost, how and when did it 
lose it ? Time might poffibly produce a leak in the ark« 
y^ certainly none of such consequence as to change its na,*? 
CJ 4 ture. 
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tnre, and prevent iti tisefalness. The Christian Church, 
by reason of its connection with thi« world, has fallen into 
msjxy m&tAkx» aad kregaUriticfi^ which fk^y will 4emem 
and correct as far as it can> instead of triumphing in them 
as an occasion for mockeiy and insult against God and bis 
institutions. Difficult cases must occur from the commerce 
between the Church and the world> too great for us to re- 
solve 3 and we roust leave them to the judgment of the great 
day ', as we ought also to leave those mysterious characters^ 
in which we find such a miJ^ture of godliness and pro- 
phaneness as to our judgment is utterly unaccountable. 

In a prayer to be used on his birth-day. Bishop Taylor 

speaks thus : '* I give thee glory that thy hand sustained 

'' and brought me to the illumination of baptism with thy 

*' grace preventing my election, by ao artificial neceflicy 

^' add holy preve^tioQ engaging me to the profeffion and 

^' practises of Christianity." (Sec Holy living, p. 316-) 

J cannot stop without shewing how differently election ta 

•poken of by great predestinarian^ and of what sort th 

proof i$ I *' let it auffice/' aaith he, " that we fie/ it :" but 

this, we aflirm, is the very thing that will notsufici-y be« 

cause our Saviour hath expressly cautioned us against it 

upon more oocasions than one. He copimands us to judge 

tbeir feelings by their fruits j and not as they themselves do« 

their i^uits by their feelings. We have seen how lamenta* 

Uy Many have been deoeivedy and how they have deceived 

ten; bnt hear how this predestinarian concludes^ <' and 

Jtit theqa perish with their errors (hat cast away a docf> 

tripe of sQch heavenly use/' (See Bishop Babington*s 

^^^f^om, p 35, in Sir Richard Hiirs Apology for Brotherly 

i^w^) : that is, let them perish who do not receive ouf 

election with its aelf evidence of feelings, which our Sa- 

our would not admit in favour of himself 5 " if I bear 

witficsa of myself, «iy witness is not tmc" Who then 
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shall iasist qpon our receiving their own witaefls, 'and tell 
uc it is sufficient for thtm, when it was not sufficient for 
Je/us Christ? They must think themselves in this respect 
more sufficient than He. He appeals to that second greater 
witness, " The works which my Father giveth me to finish 
" bear witness of me." 

Thus must it be in our case ; to visible works we most 
at last appeal; and we shall be confident the rule is right, 
though predestinarians go on to the end of the world wish* 
ing that we may perish for insisting upon it. Miserable it 
is to see what self conceit and unmerciful judging of others 
this doctrine produces in the hearts of Christians. Tbii 
uncharitableness to fellow- Christians is sufficient witness 
against It, and proves it to be worth nothing : yet if we 
were to believe some writers, it is the first and greatest of 
incentives to brotherly love j but if you will examine it» 
you will find it to be of a very spurious sort) it embraces 
Schismatics^ but cannot endure a Churchman. If it be tha# 
unmerciful to men's souls, and consigns them so easily to 
perdition, who can wonder that in the last age it spared 
neither men's bodies nor estates ? 



NOTE a. 0« the XFIkb ArtkU. 

BY the adversaries of the Church of England, who take 
Calvin for their guide, it has been boasted that tlie i7tb 
article is calvinistical : but this our best divines never al- 
lowed ; they say the times required that the article shoul4 
be neutral. So the fact appears to be ; and the article may 
be retained, as far as it goes \ for it teaches us to receive 
the fromises of God, and to act according to his *wfli, as it 
is expressly declared. His «wil/ we do know 3 and his /ta* 
mises we know j his liecrees relating to particular persons, 
wedo^M/knowj andthcreforq we cannot set up his de* 

crees 
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crees against h's promises. The article tells us, the elect 
are taken out of-manhnd \ this we allow; but the spurious 
predcstinarian holds, that Christians areelectedont of Chris- 
tians 5 which doctrine is to be found neither in the Scrip- 
ture nnr in the article 5 though we apprehend, less than 
this will not come up to the wishes of the Calvinists* 
They preach to us, that the unknown decrees of God, and 
the use they make of them, are necessary to be admitted 
by all true Christians; warning us, that we are under 
strong temptaiion not to admit them, because they humble 
our pride ; and is there not enough to do it without ihem ? 
and wishing that all m^y perish who do not admit them. But 
how then does it happen, that neither St. Peter nor any of 
the Apostles ever published this docrine as a foundation for 
Christians to build upon ? When the new convf rts on thr 
cay of Pentecost asked P. ter and the rest of the Apostles 
what they should do, he docs not bid them believe the all- 
sufficient doctrine of predestination for the remission of sins; 
but commands them to " reptnt and he baptized, e<vety one of 
Hhfnty for the remission of sins, and the^ Jbould recei*ve the gift 
of the Ihly Ghaft," 

St. Paul, having a knowledge of the secret decrees of 
God by revelation, argues from them to reconcile the Jews 
to the election pf heathens ; but never makes them articles of 
faitii, or principles of action : and from the great stress 
laid upon them in these latter days, a snake in the grass is 
to be feared ; and he that knows the history of predestina- 
f ion must have discovered, that this doctrine hath been and 
U the strong hold of schism : therefore I take St. Peter's old 
doctrine rather than this tteiv ; and I would advise all Chris- 
tians to do the same. If it s'ould be said, that baptism is 
t now what it was in St. Peter's time, what is it but to 
I us, that we have lost the promises of God, and have 
M9 Church ? This will be a pleasant hearing to the 
1 Catholics, who have been telling us the same thing 
» the Reformation. 



SERMON II. 

The Necessity and Advantages of Prayer: with 
a Method of praying always. 



LUKE xviu. 1. 

MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY. 

X HE man who does not pray ^ does not liva 
he may walk about, and seem to be alive, but 
he does not live, in the christian sense of the 
word ; for as the natural breath is a proof that 
the body is alive, so the breath of prayer is a 
proof that religion is alive in the heart. When 
the body ceases to breathe perceptibly* in that 
case its life becomes doubtful, and it may be 
actually dead; even so that faith, which does not 
breathe in prayer to God, may be dead past 
recovery 5 ^t lea^t, there may be great danger 

that 
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that it will never come to a state of life jind 
godliness. Many considerations naturally arise 
trom this likeness between breath zr\d prayer j 
for, is it easy to breathe ? it must also be easy 
lo pray. If the body be alive and well, it 
breathes of itself, without pain or difficulty ; 
and prayer will in like manner be a thing bf 
course, if faith be alive in the heart* Is it ne- 
cessary to breathe ? so necessary, that life can- 
not long continue without it ? It is equally ne- 
cessary to pray j for the spiritual life of the soul 
c annot possibly be preserved without it. There 
is something always at hand, which will never 
fail to destroy it 5 of this our Saviour gave no- 
tice on a certain occasion to his disciples : pray^ 
said he, that ye enter not into temptation. 
Temptation would destroy us all : and, if we 
enter into it, wc shall, without God's grace, 
fall under it. It was diis, that first brought 
death mto the world ; and is now th« greM 
danger of man. The first evil did not arise 
from man's own nature, but fi^m the sugges- 
tion of the devil ; who first taught man to dis- 
obey his Maker, and which it is ever at hand to 
teach the same lesson at this hour: and hii man- 
of teaching is different from what it was at 
9 he taught evil to our first parents by. a 
Jch from mthotit ^ he now teaches from 

Xi^ithin 
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mthin w : he gets into our hearts and affec* 
tion$^ a<Kl worked in the children of disobe- 
dience 5 it is therefore a petition in the Lord's 
Prayer^, that our heavenly Father would not 
lead m int^ temptathn. This is one of the rea* 
sons why we ought to jM^y : if we would know 
them aUf we must find them in the Lord'a 
Pfayer: because the petitions of it shew us 
what are the duties^ the wants^ and the daii^ 
gers of man* Th^y shew us, why we ought 
to pray ; why we must pray ^ and what will 
certainly happen to us if we do not pray. They 
direct us to the first object of our thoughts i 
even to the great God that made us > the Fa^ 
tber of our being> the Author of our faculties, 
He is the great object of our worship ; and the 
man who is made by him, and does not wor- 
duip him5 differs in nothing from a beast, but 
in his ingratitude ; the basest of all sins, and 
such as beasts are seldom guilty of: for the ox 
krwweth his otvner, and the afs his master's 
crib. Even the dog is mindful of him that 
feedeth him. ' What must the man be then, 
who-makes no return of worship to God, who 
feedeth the creation ? Can any man consider 
the greatness of his kingdom, without raisings 
his voice, and lifting up his heart, to promote 
llic glory and honour of it ? Every christian 

soul 
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gary is a science. And all this is for the yrMH 
of the body, which must soon be at kn etid* 
The soul has its wants, which none, but God^ 
can supply s and cannot live a single day, nn-^ 
less they are supplied : I say thf \ for the life 
that is without God is not life : his grace is as 
necessary to the soul, as bread is to the body 2 
for man liveth not by bread alone^ Imf by the 
VDOrd of God : and as the manna came down 
from heaven every day^ we are thereby taught^ 
that man must do as the Israelites did; he 
must go out eoery day to seek it by prayer^ 
and gather it. If we seek it^ we shall find it j 
nothing is promised to him, that seeketk not\ 
he who knows this, and acts accordingly, is a 
true believer t he feels himself to be, when he 
comes to God, what the beggar feels himself, 
when he comes to the door of plenty : hungry i 
and thirsty^ and full of complaints ; he feels^ 
what no man but a Christian can feel 5 his hun* 
ger and thirst are therefore blessed : they are a 
proof that he is alive ; they have a promise, 
that they shall be filled. But he that asketh 
not, hungers not ; and he that hungers not, has 
not the wants of a living man. 

We are now to consider that every man 
ought to pray as a sinner; for a sinner he cer*- 
tainly is* In many things we offend all : and 
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if God should be extreme to mark what is done 
amifsj no flesh should be saved. What shall 
then become of us, without forgiveness of sin ? 
for this purpose were the morning and evening 
sacrifices appointed from the beginning, which 
ought to be daily offered at this time, in their 
proper signification, to him, without whom 
there is no remission of sin. All men are guilty 
of offences which they do know; and of 
many more^ which they do not know. Hence 
the Psalmist says, who can tell how oft he of- 
fendeth ? O cleanse thou me from my secret 
faults ! Sins of both kinds were equally before 
the eyes of God, and needed the advan- 
tage of the sacrifice. That forgiveness of sin 
is to be prayed for dailyj is manifest fron^ 
hence ; because it is the subject of a petition 
in the Lord's Prayer, which is daily to be used. 
But the same was signified by the daily prac- 
tice of the Church, before that prayer w^s 
given : every sacrifice that was ofl^ered shewed 
the necessity of atonement for sin. And the sa- 
crifices of the tabernacle and temple being of- 
fered daily in the morning and evening service, 
the congregation who offered them applied for 
forgiveness of sip tivice a day to God : and less, 
I think, will not suffice in any family at this 
day. We ar^ npt departed from the custom of 
VOL. VII, D sacrificing 
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sacrificing, though we do not offer up a bloody 
sacrifice, as of old ; but we offer to the Father 
his Son Jesus Christ, who suffered for our sins 
upon the Cross. Twice in the day doth the 
Church direct all its members to put up a pe* 
tition to heaven, that the Lord would have 
mercy upon us miserable offenders^ according 
to his promises declared unto mankind in Christ 
Jesu our Lord. But here it should be well 
considered, that when we ask forgiveness for 
our sins, we ask it, on condition that we for- 
give the sins of others. The words arc easily 
spoken ; but what man can fulfil them, with- 
out the grace of God to dispose and assist him? 
for wrath and malice are in the heart of man ; 
the spirit that is in us lusteth to envy ; and we 
thirjl for revenge against those who have de^ 
spisedy ojfend^d, or injured us. The struggle 
between duty and passion is often very hard to 
good men ; who cannot bring their minds to 
calmness, patience and forbearance, till they 
spt before their eyes the patience of Jesus 
Christ, who pleaded diViA prayed for his mur- 
derers. 

But after all that has been said, the greatest 
reason for prayer is yet behind. Our duty first 
calls upon us to pray ; next, our wants and ne- 
cessities ^ and lastly, our dangers, From the 
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final petitions of the Lord's prayer. We may kam 
what will certainly become of us, if we c29 not 
pray: viz. that we shall, as I observed before, 
be led into temptation^ and not be deliveredfrom 
evil. The first temptation brought death with 
« it : all temptation aims at man's destruction : 
and the world is fall of it. Every age, eveiy 
€tate of life, hath its temptations. How shall 
we meet them ? how shall we overcome them? 
never J without the hclpof God ; and this I cannot 
repeat too often; that help he will not find, who 
docs not pray for it. If you would have a pros* 
pect of all the dangers to which man is liable, 
$et before your eyes the three great enemies of 
bis salvation ; always endeavouring to draw him 
Uitositi. Lookat the vain and wicked zvorld, with 
.all its ways and its fashions, its vain pageants 
and diversions, its corrupt customs and lies ^ 
by which it acquires an absolute authority over 
the imguarded man : it fir^t deceives him, and 
then domineers over his judgment. Next to 
this, behold the ^esh, with all its appetites ; 
all of which are by nature given to impetuosity, 
and excess. As the' dog goes to his vomit, and 
the swine to its wallowing in the mire, so doth 
the natural man, if he has self-indulgence for 
bis rule, lose the understanding of a man, and 
fall into what is beastly and destructive. Every 

P 9 object 
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lect to pray : nothing further is necessary \ all 
the rest will follow of course. 

My design in what I have already said on 
these words, has been to shew the necessity of 
prayer to those who do not pray : in what fol* 
lews, I shall speak to those who do pray ; with 
the hope of teaching them how to pray better i 
by giving them a new method oi praying al- 
ways : which may seem to be a very hard thing; 
but you are not here to understand, that men 
are aboays to be upon their knees : for then the 
business of Kfe could not go fbrwaid> as tiiie 
condition of man in this world requires. Tb 
separate the time of business from the time of 
prayer, stated hours were appointed in old 
time: and devout persons, who observed 
them, might be said to projf always; that is, 
at all the appointed hours of prayer. I consider 
Cornelius the Centurion to have been one of 
these : and that it is therefore said of him, that 
he prayed to God always ; that is, he prayed 
with the Church daily^ at all the hours of 
prayer. The time of the day when he saw the 
vision agrees with this ; it appeared to him at 
the ninth hour of the day (one of the hours of 
prayer) and while he was in the act of prayer : 
because it is said to him, as to a man who was 
praying, thy prayers are come up b^are God. 

Peter, 
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Peter ^ in like manner, had his vision, at the 
sixth hour of the next day : when he went up 
according to custom, to the house-top, to pray. 
There are those> who mock at us for praying 
formally at appointed hours of the day: as tf 
all praying were to be by fits and starts, as man 
pleases : but if God himself from heaven has 
paid regard to these times, we are undoubtedly 
justified m the practice j and it is in confottnity to 
God*fe will diat we should so pray. This custom 
of praying with the Church at all the regular 
times of pi^yer, was one of the methods of 
praying alwat/s. The chapter from which 
the text Is taken shews tis another way. A 
poor widow is represented as praying for jus- 
tice to art unjust Judge, who, it seems, at- 
tended to her petition lest she should weary him 
by her continual comiiig. Our Savidur relates 
the parable, to shew us the certain effect of 
perseverance in prayer j we should pray without 
ceasing, till our petition is granted, how long 
soever it may please God to try our faith and 
patience, by not granting it so soon as we might 
hope and expect. We ought therefore to pray 
always, without fainting, or being wearied 
out ; and this is the sense of praying always, 
according to the text. But there is another 
way, which to me seems the most excellent 
D 4 of 
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with them at Emmaus, ^ abide with us, for thi 
day is far spent.^' 

The elements and the changes of the wea« 
ther will supply ua with more matter of the 
tame sort* If there cometh rain to water thd 
earthy let us be thankful, not only for that, but 
&ff the grace of God, and the word of truth, 
which cometh down from heaven as the rain i 
that the soul of man may be fruitful in works 
of righteousness. As the earth is parched in a 
time of drought, and cracked with dryness, so 
should man open his mouth, and tey with the 
Psalmist, " my soul thirsteth for thee, my fledi 
also longeth after thee, in a barren and dryland 
where no water is." If there cometh thunder, 
we should listen to it, as to the yoice of God > 
which, what noise soever men may make below, 
will be heard above all. How insignificant do 
the word and power of man appear, whenever 
God is pleased to shew himself, and his light- 
ning shines from^one end of heaven to the other? 
This appearance should always repiind us, that 
the Lord will at last be revealed in flaming fire. 
'What will then become of us, if we have never 
thought of his judgments, till they are upon us, 
and the great account is to be given by all sin- 
ners ? He who lives by the rule I am now giv-' 
ing* will never be surprized. He sets the Lord 
* always 
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always before him, therefore he shall not be 
moved : if his heart is ready, he will in every 
place find matter for prayer or for praise. If he 
is in a garden, he thinks on Paradise : how it 
was lost by the first Adam, who ate in sin^ and 
how it was regained by the second Adam, who 
iasted in the wilderness. If he is in the fields 
or meadows, by the river-side, and sees the 
flocks and herds feeding, he remembers, that 
he himself belongs to God's pasture: he prays, 
that the Lord, the keeper of Israel, who is his 
Shepherd, will convert and bring him back, 
when he strays firom the paths of righteouffiaess^ 
and will lead him forth beside the waters of 
comfort: mider these circumstances ^e may 
be disposed to repeat the twenty-third Psahn ; 
and he will then feel the force of it. 

The faufbandman, who is employed in the 
works of the field, has many opportunities' 
beyond other men ; all his works are of such 3 
sort, as may suggest religious thoiights, and 
lead his mind to devotion: our blessed Saviour 
took one of his finest parables from the labours 
pf the field ; where the ground, good and bad, 
is the heart of man ; the seed is the word of G6d; 
the wheat the righteous ; the tares the ungod- 
ly ; the harvest the end of the world, ,and the 
reapers are the angels. W1k:i can havp these 

things 
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Ain^s before him, without thinking albout him- 
self; what he is/ and what is to become of 
bim ? and these thoughts will lead him to his 
prayers ; that he may be ready to receive into 
his mind the good seed of God^s word, and to 
fey it up in his heart, as the grain is covered in 
the earth, that it may bring forth fruit to life 
eternal. Then shall the angels come at the 
end of the world, when the great harvest shall 
be gathered, to take the elect into the kingdom 
of God* If the husbandman thinks on these 
things, his work will be sanctified ; and he 
himself will be brought nearer every day to the 
kingdom of heaven. It is very truly said of the 
husbandman, that his work is never done ; 
every season, every dsiy, brings some new em- 
ployment with it. It is the ;same with' the 
Christian : his work is never done ; and he 
would be under a dangerous mistake, if he 
should think it is: for the tempter is always at 
some new device, to give a Christian sorrow or 
trouble; he never thinks his work done, till the 
man is destroyed, and made a child of hell, in^ 
stead of a child of God. 

I would have it here to be remembered, that 
I am only giving a few examples^ which the 
learner is to practise upon, and be multiplying 
all the days of his life. I open a school-door^ 

into 
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into which he that is disposed may enter and 
profit according to his capacity ; the employ- 
ment is delightful ^ and the matter inexhaus- 
tible. 

In our observations upon other peddle, cha- 
rity and all the christian virtues will be exceed- 
ingly promoted, if we use ourselves to make a 
short prayer on what passes before our eyes. 
Thus if we see one that is blind ; how proper 
would it be to say, "Lord, thou hast taken from 
that man bodily sight, give him the sight of the 
mindy which is far better." If you see one that 
hldmCy you may say, "Othou who didst enable 
the tame to walk ; tho' thou art not now present 
with us, to heal the infirmities of our bodies, 
thou canst still show us the path oflifcy and 
enable us to walk in the way everlafting : thus 
shall the halt and lame enter into life." If we 
hear of any one that is fallen into some dread- 
ful sin or calamity, it would be proper to say, 
"Lord, I bless thy name, that I myself ani not 
made an example to that man, who is. now 
made an example to me : raise up him that is 
fallen ; and let me not he high minded^ but fear; 
for blessed is the man that feareth always in 
such a world as this." If you should hear the 
bell sound for a funeral, you may say, ^^Lord, 
fnake me wise to consider my latter end: that 

while 
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mhile I live I may live unto thee, and when I die, 
J may die unto thee, so that living and dying I 
may be thine.'* 

Once more : if you should be present when 
criminal^ are judged at an assize ; think of the 
great tribunal of Jesus Christ : think, how we 
^hall all be called out of our graves, to stand, 
before his judgment-seat : in which case it is 
hardly possible for a man to turn his eyes tOM^ards 
himself, without saying, "Lord, how, where, 
shall I appear in that dreadful day i O let thy 
holy angels find me, to strengthen and encourage 
me, before I dare to look upon thy face ', that 
po I may have boldness in the day of judgment, 
and find myself placed on thy right hand 3.mong 
the heirs of salvation : Lord remember me in 
that day ; for my heart panteth, my strength 
faileth, when I think of it : but thou didst ex- 
pire upon the Crofs, to lessen the terrors of it 
to me and all poor penitent sinners'* 

There would be no end, if we were to collect 
such other examples as might be thought of; 
the day, the night, the sea, the land, the hea- 
ven above, and the earth beneath^ abound with 
objects to exercise oijr devotion. I would now 
say a word or two on the advantage of praying 
in this manner. If prayer be a labour to the 
mind, there is none of it here : a small transient 

eJacvilatiQi) 



s:erm. 11^ Adoantag^ of Prayer. 4T 

ejaculation is sufficient to signify the disposition 
of the heart, even though it be not uttered by 
the lips : for God is a witness to the medi- 
tations of the heart. Therefore it may be used 
ia society, as well as in solitude : and in what^ 
ever work a man is employed, provided it be 
lawful, it will not be interrupted but promoted. 
Is the husbandman interrupted, if, when he 
casts the seed into the ground, he prays that the 
seed of God's word may take root in his own 
heart? so far from it, that it will bring down z 
blessing upon himself and his labour; and im^^ 
prov6 his daily work into a work of grace ; a 
work, by which his mind will be kept in con* 
Stant practice, to a temper of piety ; so that ha 
may be strictly said, to walk zvith God, as the 
S^nts did of olds which should be ^t^firstob^ 
ject of a Christian's ambition. The agreement 
between the objects of the natural world aad the 
objects of revelation, so amply and illustriously 
displayed in the Scriptures, shews (to those 
who understand it) a wonderful ^ght ; it shews 
the whole Creatjon as one great picture of divine 
truth: which will give as much entertainment^ 
and afford more variety to the imagination of a 
Christian, than all the works of genius, which 
fSX the wit of man ever did, or ever will invent, 
}X is as ivide a^ thf^ worlds and as bright as the 

pceap. 
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ocean^ when the sun shines upon it. Religious 
meditation and devotion draw it forth into uses 
and shew so many ways of applying it to the 
edification of the mind, that if we can bring 
any qualified person to this one employment, he 
will never complain that Christianity is a dry 
study. It infuses a new spirit into common 
things, which in themselves are dull and insi- 
pid : every trifling event assumes a new figure 
and new importance, when applied to spiri- 
tual things : every common object changes its 
nature and value : * the touch of a devout mind 
has a ^magical effect upon it, and turns it into 
gold ; so that to live by this rule„ and turn all 
objects to a spiritual use, is the next thing to 
living in a spiritual world. 

There will be this further advantage, and a 
great one it is, that we shall find this sort of 
devotion our best security against temptation. 

* If the reader wishes to know better this art of applying 
natural objects to sacred subjects \ I would desire him to 
consult a small Key to thi language of Prophesy , bound up 
with the third edition of the Book of Nature ; also> Lectures 
' on the Figuratrye Language of the Scriptures, Ihe husband'- 
mans Manual; with such other things as he can collect 
of the same kind : particularly a treatise oh Ejacuiaiory 
Prayer, by the Rev. Robert Cooke> late Vicar of Boxted« 
in Essex. All printed for Riyhgi9t§Sy 

Good 
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Good thoughts will keep out evil ones. Tlie 
tempter makes use of all objects to corrupt our 
minds, and draw us into evil : the way of itum- 
ing them to godliness, is directly contrary to his 
way of turning them to sin: and therefore it is 
the best remedy in the world against his devi- 
ces ; it may be used also, as a test to the mind, 
whether it be alive to God or pot. If the Chris- 
tian finds himself disposed to it, or if he does 
not, he may thence learn the state x)f his owu 
soul, and discover, whether he is a carnal or a 
spiritual man ; whether he is in the light or in 
the dark: if he feels no inclination to it, his own 
soul is then a thing of no concern to him. 
Satan may have it, for what he cares s this world 
has blinded his eyes : all the objects in it serve 
to wrong uses ; it is a curse, and not a blessing 
to him, that he was brought into it 5 and when 
that perishes, he must perish with it. 

If a man sees nothing spiritual here, he will 
see nothing hereafter : but if he looks at the 
things of this world with an eye of faith, and 
can make them the subject of some petition to 
God, he may then conclude, that his heart is 
alive s and that, with the help. of divine grace, 
he may so pass through things temporal, and 
make such an use of them, that they shall help 
him to pass on through them, to things eternal. 

VOL. vii, 1 My 
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Before I conclude, my beloved brethren^ 
suffer nie once nlore to look back to the subject 
of prayer in general ; of which I must always 
think, and will always affirm it, that it is the 

^first practical duty of the Christian religion : 
on which consideration, I know not what to say 
of those Christians, who do not pray : they will 
pardon me^ if I know not what to call them ; I 
can scarcely cry out with the prophet, '^ awake 
thou that steepest y and arise from the dead J* 
To speak freely,. I wonder how any family can 
look one another in the face, when they assem- 
ble together in the morning, to begin the works 
of the day, without a solemn invocation of Al- 
mighty God, for his direction, help, and bles- 
sing on all the affairs of this transient and dan- 
gerous state. I shall be thankful, if one single 
soul should be brought by what I have here 

' said to a better mind. 
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SERMON III: 

The Danger of despising lawful Authority k . 



ST. JUDE, VERSE 8. . 

THESE FILTHY DREAMERS DEFILE TttEFLESrfi 
DESPISE DOMINION, AND SPEAK EVIL OF 
l)IGNITiESi 



1 HE peoiple here described are everyway 
reprehenfible. They are compared to the men of 
Sodom for their wickedness ; and to dreamers^ 
fortheir absurdity and foolishness ; their though tSj - 
principles^ and reasonings, having no more 
foundation in sense, than those of men in a 
dream. There always were such people in' ex- 
istence ; but of late, a new and abundant ge- 
neration of them has appeared in the world ; as 
if a swarm of locusts had lately issued out of 
E 2 the 
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ifce bottomlefs pit, with fire and smoke, to de^ 
^buif all tbifigs. Tb^y urn vtvf busy ui the 
work of turning: the world upside down; and a 
considerable part of their work (the beginning 
on which aU depends) consists in cheating the 
senses^ and inflaming the passions of ignorant 
people. They are said to despise dominion^ and 
•speak eml ^ Mgnities. Dominion i^ the same 
with Government : these people despise the 
tiling,, and speak evil of those that exercise it : 
but their argumentation signifies no more thaa 
if they were talking in their sleep, according ta 
the visions or the fancies with which: the brain 
is then occupied^ 

This is as ex^ct a description of some persons 
who now make a great noise in the world, as 
if the Apostle had seen them. But that is na 
wonder : folly and wickedness may find som^ 
iiew words ; but they are nofiew things. What 
Satan does now in die children of disobedience^ 
18 so like what he did formerly, that we are^ 
not ignorant of his devices: and die delusions 
9f men are after the old fashion, though thej 
may find some new expressions. 

The text requires us to examine, first, what 
the thing is which these people despise : se-* 
condly, how they proceed, when they would 
make others despise it. 

The 
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The thinj which they despise is Domniofu 
li)e wordhere used iMgntfieslotdshipovdr otb^r^t 
Und sucii lordship there miBt be Id wum yet* 
^nsbrofher, because the WorU cannot go^odl 
without it ; there must be rufers bdow, li^ 
there are rulers above. The smi is ^aid to rale 
ever the day ; and tlie xxxocm and stats to goyent 
the night : without them^ nature wcfiiU be all 
jn confusioBf, l%e elements of Ae wcrfld are. 
of contrary tempers, and must be reguhrtcd by 
the powers of heaven, which keep tbemtathcfU 
ikppomted course. The state of tire nsfuralworld 
is, and will ever be^ so kmgas k contkiues, a 
state of governaxent. Hic $un wlU be the lord 
and ruler of the day: and if an/ man should 
talk of improviiifcg the worlds by setting the 
eleinents to rule themselves better wifilout the 
son, ^e should iiunledtately pik>nounco that 
man to be in a dream. And the casie h as ckat 
with respect to human society^ Fot no man 
comes into this wo^ld to have his own will; 
but to have somebody set oret him» that he 
may not have it. And the reason is this; that 
if one man be botn toliave his owii will, ano^ 
Iher will be bom to \m^ bis^r but this is not 
possible : for different men will very different 
things : two men want the same thing, where 
but one of Aem can have it. Their wills inter- 
P 3 fere 



SERM. 111. lawful Authonttf. 5 J 

they ? Who, but the men that cry out for liberty ? 
Honest men want no liberty, but that of being 
secure and unmolested in their possessions ; 
for which end law and government were esta* 
Wished in the world. Liberty and govern- 
ment, in the mouths of some men, are two op- 
posite things, but they are in their nature the 
same. Laws may be mild and favourable to 
the people : but government must be govern- 
ment : there may be liberty under it, but there 
can be no liberty against it. For as the total 
absence of government would be absolute 
confusion ; so every relaxation of government 
is a weakness which partakes of anarchy, and 
must be attended with many of its effects. If 
you would know what a nation is loith govern- 
ment, and what without it, look at a man of 
sense, and a madman. The man of sense walks 
by rule : he has a regard to the happiness of 
others as well as his own, knowing that they 
have an equal right to it; and he lives in sub- 
jection to the laws of God and man. In tlie 
inadman, the governing principle is gone : he 
has no rule, but his inclination to folly and 
uaischief : it is. dangerous to meet him abroad ; 
Acrefbre he is shut up, and his liberty is taken 
y for the safety of all honest sober people, 
'ho go regularly about their business. If there 
E 4 should 
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should be a majority of lunatics, they would 
vote themselves to be the only people of sen^, 
and pronounce the sober part of the world to be 
mad. If in such a case there should not be 
power enough to restrain them, in what a fear- 
ful condition should we be ! God Almighty 
deliver us from it ! And it iscertainly his will that 
^e should be delivered from it, by his appoint-, 
ing law and government amongst us. 

Let us then ask what this government is ? 

When men are gathered into an orderly society, 

they are called a body ; because, like a body, 

they are under some head, which rifles and di* 

rects all the rest of the members. If the head 

is stricken off from a body, that body falls into 

convulsions, and becomes a shocking spectacle. 

If the head is of no effect, the body is like that 

of a madman, acting extravagantly and doing 

mischief. Every body therefore must have some 

tfiective head to rule and direct, and a people 

under a government of due authority, and who 

are themselves in due subordination, are. like 

the body of man when in a rational and healthy 

state, and in a fair way to continue so. The 

two cases of ah array by land, and a ship at sea, 

are plain cases, which shew that whatever the 

CO ' >n of a government may be in theory, 

. in practice, under some one leader, 

as 
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as a natural body has one head* The shipdiea 
keeps her destined course ; but if the crew are 
mutinous^ and rise upon the commander, thea 
the ship turns pirate and plunders the world, 
or changes her course^ and sets sail for some 
paradise of fools in a remote part of the uni- 
verse. The history of such a crew would be 
something like the history of a certain nation, 
now in a state of piracy against the world, 
whose directors are nothing but criminals^ and^ 
as such^ merit the fate of robbers and ruffians, 
which by the just judgment of God many of 
them have met with. 

Tho sum of the matter is this. Man is not 
under his own will, but under the will of God: 
and as man doth not know the will of Oodf 
nor can know it; the laws of society must 
origin^lly come from God ; and the authority 
to execute those laws must be from the same. 
He that kills a man for his own will and plea- 
sure without law is ar murderer : he that kills* 
Jiim with law is a judge or ruler; one into 
whose hand God, for the maintaining of his 
own laws, and the safety of the people, puts a 
sword : and if he holds that sword in vain, 
evil prevails, and the hand is turned against 
.|iim5el£ This was the case of the poor unfor- 
tunate 
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tunate King of France ; of whom it is said, that 
by permitting the law to take its course against 
a fev/ worthless wretches, not fit to live, (as he 
was intreated to do at a critical moment, when 
the sword was in his hand); he might have 
saved the lives of a million of innocent people. 
How many more we know not : for the confu- 
sion being once begun, and among the people 
who have always given fashions to Europe, may 
last to the world's end, and be the immediate 
cause of its end. • 

Look upon the natural world, and see how 
quiet and orderly it is under the Government of 
God. There his laws are never broken. The 
sun shines ; the Moon rises ; the stars are in 
their prescribed stations; the tides ebb and flow 
at their time ; the spring gives her flowers ; the 
summer ripens the com ; and the autumn ga- 
thers it. Thus tranquil and or<ierly would hu- 
man society be, if it would but be as obedient 
to the laws of God. Oh how devoutly is it to 
be wished, that the moral world were under 
an authority as wise and as irresistible ! But 
God has left man, as a free agent, to his own 
r-^finsel ; that, if he sees fit, he may break the 
J laws, overturn the whole order of things, 
■mfy the nations of the earth with "blood 

and 
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and fire and pillars of smoke ;" which words do 
well describe the present state of war in thiis 
last age of the world. 

The reason being now plain, why God hath 
appointed the rule of some over others ; and it 
being fully shewn what a blessing it is, when- 
this order is duly observed, and what misery 
follows when it is broken, we are now to exa- 
mine what sort of people they are who de-^ 
^pise dominion. Evil men you may be sure 
they must be; and in one respect they act 
wisely ; they do well to hate government ; for 
it is pointed against themselves. A great pri- 
losopher of ancient Greece pronounced it im- 
possible for man to be w^ise if he were not 
good ; and he spoke the truth : for if you 
watch evil men closely, you will always dis- 
cover that they are fools, and that their own 
tongues will make them fall ; insomuch tliat 
he who seeth them shall laugh them to 
scorn. Our text therefore calls them dream- 
ers ; their opinions being as monstrous, as in- 
poherent, as unprofitable, as ridiculous and as 
unaccountable, as those of men that are asleep. 
One of their first devices is this : when they can- 
pot openly deny the necessity of Government to 
the good of man ; they speak evil of dignities ; 
Jhey rail at the persons that exercise it : either 

as 
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as persons weak in their understandings ; ot IB- 
mt€ntioned> or insufficiently informed; ©rop^ 
pressiveand tyrannical. If the laws cannot be spch' 
jLen against (though they do this as often as they 
date) they fall foul upon them that administer 
Ibetn,. in order to make the laws themselves; 
cdbus- The children of disobedience, who 
leject all autfiority, are particularly denomi^ 
sated as children of Belial, m whom he is d$14 
to work. Now if the Scripture tells us ttuly, 
that the spirit that is in us, our bw» bumsin 
spirit, Insteth to envyj and that envy, and 
liatred which always attends it, arc natural 
lusts of the mind ; what must men becdm^^ 
when there is an Evil Spirit working withifi, td 
impel them, and inflame them, till their tongues 
^as the Apostle speaks) are set on fire of hell f 
Then does all manner of seditious language 
break forth and abound, with such vain boast-^ 
ing and vile abuse as honest men cannot accoimt 
for : but the Evil Spirit knows what he intends 
\ij it : he knows, that as the fiery tpngUes of 
ihe gospel gave light and peace to the wortd^ 
so his fiery tongues will spread discord dild 
confusion, to the ends of the earth. All thi$ 
ione directly, to raise discontents, and m^kd 
/ernment itself an odious thing. Tfcieir neitt 
^ is to overturn it, by propagating false 

principles! 
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principles among Ihe people. I called them prinr 
ciples ; but having no foundation, they reafly 
are ch'eams. The first is this, that every man 
has rights ; which is said with this design, that 
eveiy man may be discontented, and may turn 
Ae world upside down by contending fia: 
tiiem- 

There is no such thing in the world as the 
absolute right these persons talk about. There 
is no right without reason ; and right will follow 
reason, so long as men speak sense. But in « 
dream, reason has no share ; so we find little 
f)f it heive. We mtist ask, in what staJbe of mail 
is this right to be found ? Man qan have no 
right before he is borrt. To his hirik he has oo 
right 5 for it is the gift of God that he comes 
into the world at all. In his infancy he may 
have ft right to be fed and nursed, because he 
cannot feed himself: but then his parents also, 
80 long as he is dependent upon them, have a 
light to his obedience and service. If as he 
grows up> he f efuses to work, he has no right 
to eat. If a9 he grows up he cheats and steals, 
he has no right to be exempted from suffering 
pumshoient as a felon : if he commits murder, 
he has ik> right to escape the righteous sentence 
©f death. I say these things to shew that 
Tij^ts are in every case, the rights of justice ; 

that 
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the body in any one respect, and it is no longer 
a body, but a monster.* Are the men that can 
reason thus in a dream, or are they not ? The 
man that is awake will know : but he who is 
himself dreaming will not. But if men were all 
bom equal, like th^ blades of wheat in a field 
of corn ; or if it were in the power of man to 
make thejn equal, nortiing could keep them so. 
If all the lands of a country were equally divid- 
ed, the share of a single man would be small; 
and how is a poor man to occupy it ? To fur- 
nish himself with stock and implements of hus*- 
bandry, he must part with some of his land> 
which immediately makes him unequal ; and 
so the plan miscarries at the first step. They 
who have of late invented or revived this equa- 
lity, are themselves a proof of its absurdity^ 
has equality set them at ease ? has it indeed ever 
taken place amongst them ? By no means : they 
are ravaging an^ destroying the countries on three 

sides 

* When the fir^ repablic of these last days was begottca 

by rebelliixi, (as all republics are) they were going to 

nakea law that all men should be equal : ''but hold/* sfiy^ 

ooe wiser than the rest> ''you must make a law firft, that 

K shall be industrious : for the industrious will soon be 

vethe idle, do whatever you will: gnd certain it is, 

ality can nev«r be restored again till the idle robs the 

Unottf^ and seizes the fruit of another*s labour." 



ti6t» of tbesti, add they tvouid liavsgei this 
comcitry if they eovM. It is wilh tfatm » nia^- 
tutaHsIt teii us it is with the kingdom of beeai: 
if their chief be lost^ the test turn thieres^ anil 
fUaaiet thttir nflii^bours asf &r m they can^ 
Hiisis exactly ^eiified in the nation who oblate 
destroyed thekr ldxi^> and it is d fact whtdi 
ou^t to of>e» the eyes of this whole natioii: 
b«it when men ate under the power c^ virions 
in a dreamy riSalities hate np effect. 

But your enemies^ knowing tine wildneH^ and 
weakness ol dieie argumtfn^^ and notiktfing to 
tast their cause to them^ have anothei? deep 
device ib pnctise upon you ; in which> I milit 
nalofingee 9ay they dream, bat shew how neatly 
Ihey are related to tbegsraad aut]|pr drnkaimf, 
who never sleeps^ If they cdmio4 make you 
JvGflijh d£ at once, tbcy are persuaded they 
sfaaH^do h at last, i£ ^y begHv with' makaig 
you wickaL There&oe every art is tried *> 
iqotead wickedness among you% You b^eve 
t&e word of God : that feeepe^ you in the fear of* 
God : and that fear will never suffer ytm to tu«i 
fd)faers aiBd ttipuU!ban». Therefore the bible, 
whkAi stMds in tto way^ must first be taken oat 
of tbr w«iy : Christianity moist be ridiculed : 
aXTf^meat, mockery,, and blai^hemy,. ri$e ^11 
«t onao, taperpkryau «nd oorropt yta. To 

Vol. VII. F overturn 
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Repentance necessary to our Salvation. 



tUKE Xiii, VERSE 8. 

EXCEPT YE REPENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKE- 
WISE PERISH. 

xik LL impenitent sinners will be puniflied ; 
but not immediately. Some are distinguished, 
for an example to others: and if those others 
do not take warning, they will then be doubly 
guilty, and deserve a double puniftiment. » 

Some people of Judea had been killed at 

Siloam by the falling of a tower upon their 

heads ; and others x)f Galilee had been cruelly 

ightered by Pilate^ In such cases, it was. 

mariner of the Jews to argue, that if any 

ed.j^inifliment, it was a sure sign they 

were 



were:! sibtt^rs i ai)4 i( th^ pUaiskliieii^ wa« 
greA^i^:*het their «in must rWe b^w^reiit alfe*. 
But with this they had another dangerous opir 
iijod;:vifffc ihat if a, m^ti w^r« »^ puni^ed, 
l^eni it wobU follow^ that; he wai not a $^iiei;f 
«t any rat^ itdt so great a SH^if^r^te those that 
were punished. This teas ope: WAy : they ha4 
o£ justifying themselves, by campariag theihF- 
selves with other mm; ,Wi|pif they told ow 
^viour how the Oalileans had suffered » partty 
with defign to affront him as a supposed 
(praiiL^an^.^nd partly out of curiofity to hear 
what he lEvould s^y^they put this question to 
him; ^* Mater j,. what, great ^ia had those 
Galilean^ icommitt^d^ that they suffered such 
things?". He does not wiswer to their: c«riW/y, 
(which ligniAed nothing) but he answers to 
their mistake ^ letting them know^ that those me^ 
had not been cho^n for punishmftnt because 
^y weiB the greatest of singers; jb^t to give 
wapming to other sinners^ as great or greater than 
diemselves, that without repentance they also 
would certainly perish at some time or other» 
A tower might not fall upoh their heads, t<;> 
kill them in the mid^t of their riotingi as was 
the oase at Siloam j neither might the swond 
of ^ tyrant slay them; yet they blight be asurr 
edi t^ey should at length perish under the ven^ 
F 3 geance 
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geance of God; and this vengeance had already 
fellen upon some as an earnest and example to 
nil the rest- 

If you consider with yourselves what it is to 
perish^ that is^ to be lost and miserable to 
eternity J and that you must either perish or 
repent j I think you will be ready to hear what 
I have to offer upon the subject ; and if your 
ihinds should hitherto have been careless and 
dead upon it, you will awake, and hear what 
is to be said : for at some time or other you must 
awake ; and how much better is it to be cal- 
led put of your sleep by a friend, than to be 
awakened iii the morning by the voice of an 
executioner, calling you to yout* death ! 

I shall have but little difficulty in making 
you understand what it is to repent, if you re- 
collect the vow you made at your baptism, to 
renounce the world, the flefli, and the devil. 
These, are the three enemies, which draw men 
Jnto sin, and by binding them down in it with 
« chain, hinder their repentance. The devil 
tempts you to pride, envy, malice, ignorance, 
jcruelty, falsehood, and disobedience; by the 
Jast of which, I mean rebellious unduttfulness. 
The world tempts you to covetousness, vanity, 
iiit of pleasure, the love of shew and 
ice : and covetousness draws you into 

injusticCi 
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injustice^ frauds oppression^ and extortion. 
The flesh tenopts you to excess, self-indulgence^ 
sloth, intemperance, greediness, drunkenness^ 
and all such sins as turn man into a beast; the 
worst of beasts, and the most odious, which 19 
the swine. 

The law of God in the ten commandments^ 
as you have been taught in your catechism^ 
is pointed against all these sins, and, the law 
of God being known, conscience will be si^re 
to tell you how and when you depart frqm it; 
and it will so often set your offences before you, 
that it requires very little art and skill to try 
and examine yourselves according to the plain 
rule of God's commandments. Your heart, if 
you listen to it, will soon tell you how you 
stand, in respe£t to the law of God on the 
one hand, and to your three enemies and their 
works on the other. To repent, is to forsake 
them and their works, and turn to God and 
his law ; not in your words only, but in your 
hearts : for so the catechism teaches ; that by 
repentance we do not only confess sin, but/(?r- 
sake it. 

I am convinced, that very little teaching is 
wanting to shew people what it is to forsake 
sm, and turn to God, Our Saviour says nothing 
about it in the text, but supposes his meaning 
to be sufficiently understood > and that nothing 
F 4 is 
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lAivyantmff i» Ws he^er^ but a due coiwi4€ra- 
tioii of Ite dMtivp» which «bo4l<i kad aU rneii 
IP fepentami^ ; thftt except th^y rep^a^t, they: 
^ill/wmd. What ft tmihl§ word i$ this, if 
Wa4>oukL ,imdcr$tftnd it noWa a$ it will b^ uiv^ 
derstood by sinners hereafter ! But, a$ it is said 
of the things wbii^h God bftth prepared for 
thfem tbi^ lave hm, that th^y are such ^s ey« 
bidi iiot.iKJi^, nor ear heard* neiAer h»th it 
ever entered into *bc heart of roan to cqnceive 
tbem ^ so may we say of those oih^r things^ 
wiiicb God hath prepared for them wb<a^ do n^t 
Jove him, that they are such aj^ our senses of 
l^ng^and bearing, and conceiving, will laot 
ifiow eiiabk lis fvdlyto underhand. What it if 
to perish, can be bnown, so far only, a$ Qod 
has b«en pleased to reveal to us in his word. 
If It were possible for us to comprehend ii in 
it« full eiitent, the prospect might shock u$ to 
sttch a degree, as to strike us.detid upon the 
spot with terror. But that woujd be of oo use ; 
h is not designed to fright us out of Jife^ but to 
fright us out of sin. God grant that it may have 
its effect! ""The general sensq of it is con- 
tained in those Words of out Saviour concernv 
ing his sheep-r-I give unto them eternal life, 
pnd they shall ntvtr pen'sh ; sortbat to per ishy 
lose eternal life; and, w^ thf^tj all tbi(lgs 
tj^^ an^dQlight^l t»m«i. It is bard 

for 
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for us to conceiy^ what a spirit can be witbou| 
life: but jou may have some understanding of 
it, if you consider that there is even in thi^ 
world a life which is no life ; with wiiich wheq 
death is compared, it is preferred, and often 
^:hosen, as the better of the two. Many there . 
a^e to be found, who live only to feel miseiy ; 
who breathe only to utter sighs and groansi 
and when the body is thus overloaded with 
infirmity, the faculties of the mind are of little 
use. When the strength of the body is gonei 
the spirit is also broken, and no longer capable 
of e^rtiog itself any further, than barely to be 
^nsible of its own suffering. What is such^^^ 
life as thi9, but a daily death ? And if we wem 
td say of such a person, that he dies ^ery dajr, 
the meaning of the expression would immedi;^ 
ately be understood by those who are made 
ftcquainted with the caae^ We arc then to 
conceive, that the spirit which loses eternal ' 
life; lives only to suffer and to be miserable. It 
Utes, but without the powers and comforts of 
life. It is separated from Christ, the Light of 
tbfi world ; and having lost him, finds nothing 
b<tt the darkness of despair. It is separated 
from the Spirit^ whose name is the Comforter, 
3nd its misery can find no alleviation. Being 
(Aius divided fiaom the Light and Spirit of die 

Lor4, 
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Lord, the divine presence can be manifested 
to it only as a consuming fire^ such as Gk>d 
4s said to be to the wicked : it will never be 
blessed with a prospect of that place which 
Christ hath prepared for his disciples : it will 
never be admitted to the society of angels, and 
just men-made perfect ; but will be sent away 
to join the blaspheming crew of fallen angels; 
and be tormented with those, for whom tor^ 
ment was made. These are some of those ter- 
rors of the Lord, by the preaching of which the 
apostles persuaded men ; that is, persuaded 
them to repent, and fly from the wrath to 
come. And perhapj, they that hear me now 
may thin^ it necessary they should repent: 
perhaps they form a resolution that they wiU 
repent. So did Felix ; and thought he might 
find a proper season for it ; but that season 
never came : " Go thy way, for this time, (said 
he to Paul,) when I have a convenient season 
I will call for thee." Thus it generally hap- 
pens : for, as Felix never found a time, so the 
man who doth not enter upon a new course of 
life, the moment he is convinced that such a 
course is necessary, never enters upon it at aH : 
if he suffers himself once to cool upon the sub- 
ject, all things are against him, and he will 
lievcr be warm any more : if he can put ofF 

is 
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his repentaiice, he will never repent at all : and 
I will give you my reasons, why I think he will 
not. 

1. Man brings with him a corrupt nature 
into the world: he is more inclined to evil 
than to good. One bad example can draw 
him further into a life of wickedness, and pre- 
vail more for his destruction, than twenty good 
ones for his reformation. One corrupting dis- 
course from a seducing companion will instil 
more evil into his piind, than twenty demon- 
strations from the pulpit will be able to over- 
come : this is my first reason. 

2. When sin becomes habitual to the mind, 
the case is daily altering for the worse. There 
is a double disadvantage ; sin grows stronger, 
and the mind grows weaker: on which ac- 
count, he who does not resist his sin to-day, 
will be less able to do it to-morrow. It is the 
same with sin as with sickness. All men 
know, that in the case of bodily sickness, it is 
of the utmost importance to seize the first op- 
portunity of a cure. Some trifling remedy may 
be sufficient now ; but after a few days, not all 
the remedies in the world s and so the case is a 
lost one. 

3. The Scripture represents it as an impossi« 
fcility to change a habit of evil for a habit of 

good: 
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first to be broken up by the plough ; then it is 
to be sown ; then follow the blades of com % 
at firft they are tender, and remain long upon 
the ground before the ears of com are found 
upon them. This is a process which begins 
in the spring, and is not finished till late in the 
summer. It is thus with the Christian; die 
faUow ground of his heart must be brc4cen ^ 
by trae contrition, before the seed of God's 
word which falls upon it can spring up, and 
bear fruit. Yet there are some people^ wbd 
think they can be Christians all at once, when 
they please to find time for it. You never 
heard of a field that was ploughed, and sown, 
and full grown, and fit to be reaped, and aH 
this in one day : and you never yet saw aChris^ 
tian, ^ho attained all at once to the life of 
grace. At the creation of the worJd, plants 
grew up instantly at the word of God 5 but no 
farmer of any sense expects that such a thing 
will happen nozv. So, at the beginning of thfe 
gospel, Paul, by a miracle of which he had »6 
expectation, and against his own w^ill, 'Was a 
complete Christian in a few days : but the like 
is not to be expected now, any mpre fcan that 
God should raise up the fruits of the earth as 
be did at the creation of the \Vorld. As he 
»uld be a foolish husbandman, who should 

neglect 
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xieglect hts land^ and let the weeds^ grow till 
midsummer, and presume that God will give 
him a crop by a miracle at the harvest ^ so 
must he needs be a foolish Christian, who puts 
oflfthe great work of reformation to the close 
of his life, till the opportunity, and the accep- 
ted season of grace, is lost: who thinks the 
good seed of God's word may take efFeft in a 
heart, where sin has been striking its roots 
deeper and deeper every year : who thinks, that 
the religion of Christ may be learned at a time 
of life, when few men, who had not learned 
them before, would be able to learn their let- 
ters : who can flatter himself, that he may be 
entitled to the reward of good works, after his 
life has been spent in filling up the measure of 
his iniquities. 

Christian reformation then is a work of time; 
and the man who puts it off to another day 
will not be reformed at all, unless by a miracle 
of grace } which he hath no reason to expect ; 
whose vain presumption is a tempting of God 
to transgress the laws of his juftice, in favour of 
an impenitent sinner, who hath so long trifled 
with the offers of his mercy and goodness. Re-* 
pentance, at whatever season it comes, is the 
gift of God s and St. Paul makes it very doubt- 
£a\ whether God will grant it at all times, even 

to 
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fo those that^^A:it: for to ^mewl*ainlie srfvlaeA 
to priay for it, he uses these remarkable WDrdsr, 
IF Godperadoentare will give tlvem tepenfanc^: 
as if there were no rule nor promise ta rend'er 
it certain, thatev^ery sort of offender mi^hthstve 
it for asking. St. Pettt exprefles tbc satAe 
doubt in the case of Simon MagUs: ** repent 
therefore of this thy wickednefs^ and pray Go^, 
IF PERHAPS the thought of thine Iteart may bt! 
forgiven theeT But the most terribte-of aff t6 
this purpose is the declaration of God bjrSote^ 
mon ; whence it may certainly be inferred, that 
the dilatpry presumptuous: sinner, wfca ftis 
dared to try the patience oi God, by^ refasmg 
to hear him, shall at \SSl find no phtce fbr.rfet- 
pentance andacceptance. *^ Becaufe IhaiiectiW^d 
and ye refused^ I will also laugh at your ecdo'- 
mity, and mock ivhen your fear cometh. Then 
shall, they call upoh Ale, but J WilP not atrswer; 
they shall seek me early, but they shall not ftid 
me/' Therefore seek God while ht ntay he 
found : refuse not to hear him at the,/?r5f calt> 
for after that refusal, you know not what the 
second may be : death and judgment may be 
the only things remaining to you. 

We often aee how dreadfully they are disap^. 
^'^inted, who deceive themsehres witfithe a^?- 

mce of future opportmilties, wbeir tftere can^ 

be 
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be no such assurance. Two things are requisite 
toward a true repentance, time and ability, nei* 
ther of which are in our power } both are' in 
the hands of God. ' I look upon it as a sure 
sign of repentance, when a person thinks of 
the blessed sacrament, who never thought of it 
before, and is desirous of preparing his mind 
for k by prayer and a serious examination of 
his conscience, as the Church of England di- 
rects, in her exhortations to the people. That 
person I consider as a true penitent, who is 
forsaking his sins, and putting himself in away 
of salvation ; and I pray to God to help him 
forward and give him perseverance. But I 
have met with those, who seemed to have, 
formed a good intention to do their duty, yet 
have put off the performance for the present, 
and said in their hearts, '* Not this time y the 
next will do very well ;" but, alas, before the 
next time came, I have seen them seized 
with sudden incapacity, and hurried without 
warning into their grave s where every farther 
opportunity was lost, and while their great ac- 
count remained unsettled. 

On the other hand, if I see a man, who from 
time to time can hear the exhortations, the 
solemn, and earnest, and aflfectionate exhorta- 
tions of the Church, to bring the congregation 

VOL. VII. G to 
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to the holy communion, and pay no regard 
to them ; I am sure that man does not repent 5 
and I hare all the reason in the world to feat 
and believe, that he never intends it. What is 
to become of him hereafter, when he shall 
make his appearance before the tribunal of 
Christ, we do not yet see : but I can tell you 
' what generally comes of him here s (I say gene*- 
rally j for we must not presume to make a 
certain rule for the searcher of hearts to fol- 
low:) generally then it happens to such a 
person, that he dies as insensible as he lives > 
and when death gives him warning, that warn- 
ing is not taken. He who has hardened his ears 
against the language of the Church, does at 
last not understand the language of death, 
though it speaks loud enough and plain 
enough for every body else to understand it. 
For it is the endeavour of Satan, after he has 
deceived a sinner all his life, to deceive him at 
his death, and make him as insensible of his 
bodily, as he has always been of his spiritual 
danger : so that when his neighbours and 
friends see him sinking apace out of life, his 
head is filled with nothing but thoughts of this 
^vo^ld: he is contriving how some business 
all be done a month or a year hence, and 
:rhaps at some greater distance. He deter- 
mines 
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mines in his sickness, what a man dare not 
determine in his health, if he has any wisdom 
about him. If it happens that he is aware of 
his ill state, then 'he is amused with hopes of 
recovery : his old Enemy suggests to him, that 
he is not in such danger as people think him ; 
that there is but a very little between him and 
health ; and with these vain expectations be is 
buoyed up, till his last breath undeceives him. 
This is the common end of one who has har* 
dened himself against the grace of God, and 
lived in the total neglect of repentance, or put 
it off to the time of his death : he and his in- 
tended repentance go on and on, from time to 
time, till they drop both together intg another 
worlds wherein there is no repentance. 

If then, my brethren, the text assures every 
sinner, that he must either repent or perish ; 
and if a careless life ends in an impenitent and 
hopeless death j my lesson after this may be 
short. If the sinner would try to be saved, he 
must try jiow ; and he must be as quick as he 
can : he mu^tjlee from the Wrath to come. He 
must be as much in haste, as he would be, if 
he were running with the family of Lot, and- 
saw Sodom on fire behind him. por the same 
fire is now pursuing every sinner, whether he 
sees it or not 3 and unless the saving angels 
G. 2 sbaU 
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shall lead him by the band to Zoar, it will cer- 
tainly overtake him. There is no time for loi- 
tering : you must escape for your life with all 
speed, or be lost : Sodom was intended to shew 
you that 3 where one faithless soul, by loitering, 
was lost< 

Let no mdti therefore deceive himself with 
any vain expectation, that though he is not 
such as h& could wish at present, he shall be so, 
at some future time i that if he is not prepared 
to meet his God now, he shall be so, before he 
dies. This is the delusion under which s6 
many perish. The broad way to hell is crouded 
with people, who intended to grow better, but 
never did. When once they have this habit of 
loitering, as they live, so they die: nothing 
makes any difference in them but death ; ano 

THAT MAKES A GREAT DIFFERENCE^ 

Now to God, &c. 
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f^aul and Elymas, 



ACTS xiii. 6, 

AKD WHBN THEY HAD GONJE THROUGH THE 
ISLE UNTO PAPHOi, THEY FOUND A CER^ 
TAIN SpRCERER, A FALSE PROPHET, A 
JEW, WHOSE NAMS WA5 BAR-JESUS, 

1 HE great apostle of the Gentiles is here in 
the course of that mission, on which he was 
gent by the Chqrch of Antioch. It is a circum-f 
stance' worthy of observation, that the same 
Paul, who had been appointed to the ministry 
by Jesus Christ himself in person, and who 
bad his call and ordination from heaven, should 
yet be sent out like other men according to 
the forms of the Church. An order came from 
the Holy Gfhost to them of Antioch, that they 
ajl should! 
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^separate (that is consecrate*) Barnabas and Saul ; 
and accordingly they fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, and sent them away. 
After this, where is the man that shall pretend 
to a call from heaven, without a call from the 
Churchy as sufficient to constitute a preacher 
of the gospel ; when it was not sufficient in the 
case of Paul himself? To prevent disorder, it 
is the will of God, that the authority and rule 
of his Church should in all cases be preserved : 
so the Church sends out even where God him- 
self hath separated already; to the end that no 
man, under any circumstances whatever, may 
be independent of the Christian society. The 
apostle might have objected to this " laying 
on of hands," as unnecessary in his case, who 
had been consecrated already by an higher 
authority : but God acts by the Church which 
he has appointed, for the preservation of order 
and the preventing of imposture ; and charity, 
which seeketh not her own, will never claim 
any private rights in opposition to it. St. Paul, 
Hierefore, who had been sent forth from hea- 
ven, was sent forth by the Church in company 
with Barnabas. It had been the custom of 
^^nst to ^end out his disciples upon the work 
- ministry by two and two, and thence 
' - ; . we 

*^ See Numb. xyi. 9. 
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we hear one of them calling his companion a 
true yoke-fellow : in conformity with which 
custom, Paul and Barnabas were sent toge- 
ther 5 who travelled from Antioch to Seleucia, 
and thence took ship to the island of Cyprus ; 
where, at Salamis, in the synagogues which 
the Jews had in that place, they exercised 
their ministry : and, proceeding from thence, 
they went through the island to Paphos, which 
lay at the other extremity of it. In their pro- 
gress, they must have said and done many 
things, which had already made them well 
known to the people : and in all probability 
the fame of their preaching had reached the 
place long before they arrived thither : in con- 
sequence of which, we are not to wonder that 
Sergius Paulus, the Btoman proconsul, was 
desirous to hear what so many others of the 
people had heard before him : he therefore 
called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to 
hear the word of God ; and being himself a 
man of sense and prudence, with a mind open 
to conviction, the word of God was likely to 
have its effect, and make a convert of him. But 
here an accident intervenes, which is far from 
being uncommon ^ a certain man, who has an 
interest against the truth, throws himself across 
the way to hinder itsi progress ; there seems 
c'4 to 
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to be some such mischievous blasphemous p< 
son ready in all places; permitted by Gc 
and provided by the Devil ; provided to res 
the truth; permitted to make it shine mc 
bright ; as truth seldom fails to do, when 
meets with malicious opposition. Thus wh 
Moses presented himself |o Pharaoh, the n 
gicians withstood him ; with design to confu 
his wisdom by their philosophy, and to eqi 
his miracles by their enchantments. This m 
seems to have been partly of the same chars 
ter: the text calls him a sorcerer $ nearly t 
same thing with an enchanter ; and so far 
. is an heathenized magician ; with that nar 
of Magus y which is given only to the wise m- 
of the heathen religion. There is a portento 
mixture in this man's character ; for he wt 
as a magician, Is an heathen, is also a Je 
and is called Bar-Jesus^ which is a Jewi 
name. A Jew, free from prejudice, a] 
learned in scriptures of the first covenant, w 
of all others best qualified to hear and i 
ceive the gospel of Christ ; but this was a Je 
fit for nothing but unbelief: because a Jc 
turned heathen, would be much worse than 
native heaven : his Judaism, being of a sp 
rious malignant kind^ would be all agair 
him, and carry hina away so much ferther fre 

t] 
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the truth. From his being acquainted, as a 
companion, 'with the proconsul, we may alsd 
judge that he was a person of some figure, ooe 
who had probably the repute of a learned edu* 
cation, such as qualified him to be in the soci^ 
ciety of the superior class of people. Stich ^ 
man as this could foresee nothing but Ihe total 
ruin of his own character in the doctrines of. 
the gospel ; therefore it was improbable that 
he would receive them himself; and he was 
determined that no one else, as far as his infill^ 
ence went, should receive them. So he with- 
stood the apostles, and either by his arguments, 
or his sneers, or his lies, sought to prevail with 
Sergius not to listen to them. In such a 
case as this what does the apostle d^? I caa 
tell you what he would probably have doM, 
had he lived in this civil half-believing age : 
when it is the fashion not to stand up for tht 
authority of God, for fear of being reputed an 
high-churchman; nor to be too rare of any 
thing; lest you should give offence to those, 
Who find it convenient to be sure of nothing,- 
and say^ they cannot think as you do : so with 
the influence of our times upon him, he might 
have observed, " that the learned philosopher 
" would be of another opinion if he would but 
'' permit him to lay the case before him ; that he 

"had 
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^* had many things to say, which his opponent 
•« had probably not well considered." This was 
not the apostle's manner : he knew that no- 
thing but the Devil could resist the gospel ; 
that nothing but darkness could be opposite to 
light 5 so he makes the man no fair speeches ; 
but tells him and his friends in plain terms 
what he thinks of him, " O full of all subtlety 
and all mischief; thou child of the Devil ; thou 
enemy of all righteousness ; wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord ?" 
The ways of the I^ord are the ways of truth, 
and the way$ of truth are strait: this man 
iwanted to make them appear crooked and 
false ; and the apostle seeing that this was his 
design, had no mercy upon him; but gave 
him his t^al character at once. And from this 
example, we have a rule for our own conduct 
in like ca?es. Where persons err through ig- 
norance> or cannot see properly for want of 
light, we are to make a proper difference, and 
treat them with all gentleness : but if they prcr 
tend to be wiser than wisdom, and wish not 
to see by the light, but to put it out that no- 
body else may see by it : in short, if their de- 
sign is bad, then we are never to spare them ; 
ve are never to be tender to malice ; for that 
the same as to be cruel tp all true nien : there- 
fore^ 



8ERM. V. Paul and Elymas., 91 

fore, there are cases, when the difference be- 
tween good and evil must be expressed without 
reserve. Our power upon such occasions can 
be shewn only in words; but the words of the 
apostle were confirmed by a miracle ; an4 
that so remarkable that there is nothing mori 
so. Consider, that truth is light ; and that this 
man resisted the light of truth : therefore the 
apostle for a season consigned him to a state of 
darkness, in order that.he himself and all pns- 
sent might know what he had done. Christ h 
the Sun of righteousness ; and he who will not 
own his light is not fit to see the fight of h«i» 
ven. . The puniAment is exactly apposite to 
the crime : all wlia will not see the gospel, de*« 
serve no other. All are not struck blind ; for 
that is not necessary, nor would it be expedi- 
ent : but one is here struck blind for a warn- 
ing to the rest. This Bar- Jesus, or Elymas, 
was probably one of those who called them- 
selves the illuminated: perhaps he. would not 
have refused the gospel, had he not in opinion 
had a better light of his own. Woe be unto 
them, therefore, who think they see : no men 
are in a worse state than they : you see their 
fate in this man : his bodily blindness is a pat<^ 
tern of their spiritual blindness ; and there is 
nothing more terrible in this world. 

What 
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W^t a remarkable jtidgment is here upon 
unbelief! You may argue upon it, and say, 
purely it must have changed his opinion; 
When he perceived, that for resisting the go^* 
|>el he lost hisr eyesight, that must immediately 
have convificed him of his mistake, and he 
must have been converted to the truth i but 
&is was not the case : we do not find, that it 
wrought any difference in him. He makes no 
confession of his sin ;. he utters neither prayeip 
nor cry for mercy ; but g^s about seeking ftnr 
«ome to lead him by the haaid. He can direct 
his feet no longer ; that setois to be his coi^- 
cern : he wants somebody to lead him, that 
he may fii^d his way home : as for finding the* 
wiay to truth, he is as far from it as evqr; he 
had an hatred towards it, and had purposely 
withstood and prevented it ; and tl^erefore did 
this evil come upon him. Where wiek-ednesa 
16 in the mcmners of a sinner, his mind may be 
tectified, and that will mend his manners : but 
when the wickedness is in the mind, there is 
little hope : it is not a departure from God and 
goodness through the prevailing lusts of the 
fledi ; but it is a hatred of them ; and then 
there is no remedy, St. Paul calls him by his 
la-ue name, " thou child of the Devil j;' and for 
this reason the miracle has no effect upon him ; 

\ie 
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he that is a devil^ will continue to be a d^viL 
This is a fear^l consideration; and it is m 
doctrine which it highly behoves us to under* 
stand. 

The character of this wretch is very instruo* 
tive : it shews us what sort of people there am 
in the world j men whose eyes the god of thii 
world hath blinded : whose minds are actuail^f 
incapable of receiving the light of truth. This 
man was by profession a Jew ; but with it| 
was a Sorcerer^ and a false prophet: and have 
hot we as strange characters amongst us ? Put 
together another composition of the same kind } 
instead of the Jew, and the false prophet, and 
the sorcerer ; say,^ a Christian, and a Socinian^ 
and a philosopher : how often do these meet 
together ? and when they do meet, they form 
as strange a character as that of Elymas : A 
Christian, but no more of a Christian than Ely* 
mas was of a Jew 5 a Sorcerer, big with con^ 
ceit about the mysteries of nature 5 a false pro- 
phet, denying as false what the Scripture re- 
veals to be true : knd teaching that the Lord 
of Glory is a mere man like ourselves; that 
the writers to whom the Holy Ghost dictated 
were not inspired ^ that man neither hath noir 
wants any redemption in Jesus Christ : wiA 
other things of the same kind i so hurtful to 

man/ 



*♦ Paul and Eh/mas'. serm^ iv,r 

xhan, and so contrary to truth, that no Jew^ nd 
sorcerer, no false prophet, could teach worse. 
If St. Paul had met with one of these, he 
would certainly have addressed him as he did 
Elymas ; he would have accused him of sub- 
tlety and mischief, and called him a child of 
the devil, whatever his companions might have 
wished to call him : they, perhaps, would have 
extolled and magnified him, as a great, a 
learned, an ingenious man, wonderful in wis- 
dom and knowledge : and so, very probably^ 
was this man reputed by people at the island of 
Cyprus 'y if he had not been eminent in bis way, 
he would scarcely have been encouraged by 
Sergius Paulus, the chief person of the place : 
and with this man, prudent as he was, the sor- 
cerer might have succeeded, and turned him 
away from the faith, if k had not been for the 
miracle which was wrought in his sight. For 
no sooner was Elymas made blind, than the 
deputy, seeing what was done, believed what 
he had heard, being astonished at the word of 
the Lord : he was astonished at the miracle^ 
and he believed what was so confirmed. The 
power that made one man blind, opened the 
eyes of another ; and this was the way in 
which it pleased God to bring men to the 
gospel. When the wisdom of man thinks 
4 about 
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about the right way of bringing us to truth, 
it thinks a different way from this- Man tells 
us, we must be reafoned with ^ we must have 
it proved to us, that a dbftrine is reasonable 
before we believe it ; and that if it does not 
appear reasonable, we ought not to receive it 
at all. This is absurd and impossible : the 
gospel could never have been propagated in 
that manner : there was no time for it. Ser- 
gius Paulus, to whom our apostle addressed 
himself, was an heathen ; and to convert him 
by reasoning, he must have proceeded metho- 
dically, and have brought him first to an un- 
derstanding of the 01d,Testament ; of the re* 
ligion of the law, and the writings of the 
prophets: he must have made a Jew of him 
first J then he must have argued from the 
agreement of Ihe events of the gofpel, with 
what had been foreshewed, and foretold in the 
fcriptures before ; and this course of instructioa 
would have required a long time : and, what 
is worst of all, it might not have succeeded at 
last ; for man is not in a condition to be 
taught this way : till God works upon him by 
his grace, he can be nothing more than a 
natural man ; and we are told the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the fpirit of 
God', for they are foolishnefs unto him : they 

seem 
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seem to be all wrong : it is contrary to man's 
pride^ and lust, and covetousness, to receive 
and follow a crucified Saviour. Nature and 
reafon can never be brought to this, without 
being conquered by some power which the 
senses cannot resist ; and when the word of 
God comes forward in this manner, then it is 
teceived. The proconsul Was astonished wheii 
he saw what was done by the hand of the 
Lord ; and then he believed what was said by 
his minister, and became a christian. 

This is God's way of converting the world 
to the truth ; but man would have it all done 
by reasoning. When a man has received it, 
he may see that it is all reasonable, and be in 
love with the wisdom of it, and even give up 
his life for the truth of it ; but for all this, he 
is not indebted to his own reason or nature, 
but to the power of God, by which his reafon 
is taken captive. Upon the evidence of mira- 
cles, the world at first received the gospel; 
and when parents have it and understand it, 
they will teach it diligently to their children, 
who receive it before they can reason upon it. 
Let them be neglected and left in ignorance 
till they are grown up, and then see whether 
their reason will ever take to it. I fear it will 
not 3 for the children of bad parents are 

generally 
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C9iast the goodness of God can find other wajm 
of bringing them to- the tenth, and putting 
them into the way of salviatibn : but the ordi* 
nary way, after the first establishment of th« 
gospel by rniracles, is by education and in* 
structiori ; and woe to parents that negle£t it I 
they will suffer in a twofold sense ; in their oWn 
persons, and in the persons of their impenitent 
children*, , 

We have now gone through the particulars 
of this wonderful narrative. We have seen 
how the power of the word of Gdd wrought by 
his apostle. We have seen a wise man (for 
such without doubt the sorcerer thought him- 
self) made blind ; and a prudent man brought 
over to the gospel, which he wanted to know, 
fi-om what he had heard. Before we leave the 
subject, I would point out some few things 
which are most worthy to be laid up in our 
minds. 

1. The Apostle of the Gentiles makes a great 
appearance upon this occasion, and acts in that 
honourable character, under which he ought 
always to be remembered. We are told how 
God wrought special miracles by the hands of 
Paul ; and that wrought upon the sorcerer was 
a special miracle, great in itself, and instruc* 

voL. VII, H tive 
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tivfe to those #to cdAnid^ it The jlr^gm^si 
cf the apMtle through ^ isfe ^Gy^rM shair^ 
tts wt& what potrfer tike ^o^F mide its way 
in &e World. TTds klami wfts an kocttraed 
^ce : it was imt of tiie grand aeate^ of hea^ 
thbriish delusion^ where Satan might be said 
to^ have tst^isbed fais throne ^ aiid yet^ in 
1ldii{^ac^^ all the power of the enemy givei 
^jr to. the gospeL The piteachen begin at 
Salamis> and publish the word in tfae^:iyna^ 
gbgues of the Jews there : l*ey beg&i cfs it 
^^s their constant custom^ with die Jews,, land 
thence go through the isle, woricing and 
|>reacJhing as they -go^ though the. particulars, 
are not related ; and coining at length to Pa- 
J)hos, that grand mart of idolatry, 'they find this: 
Sergius Paulus, an heathen, de^tots to hear^ 
ah& disposed to recehre the 'word of God. 
They come to him, and enter upon their em^ 
pldyment : birt h^rfe Ts a man in the way that 
would hinder them ; this Elymas would turn 
taway the ciepwty fromthefailfi. He was' a -^ru^ 
dent man, and able tb^ee and to jui%e: why 
xrould not he leave him to himseJf ? ' But this, 
wicked men can never do; they^an never let 
people alone ; they <f»pect that ^all mSti -shbuid 
te like themselves, and are as earhest'for a iie„ 
ias an -apostle is for the frufh. rphe Devfl rs 

always. 



always activ* wad «ealdusj W h'tivcr "suffer! 
tfie truth ke ^re>spcr, tf he can help it ; arid his 
children are like him : they are ftdl of subtlety 
and art to do nifedhief t biit let 'them be as 
tunning as they ^TA^ God and iiis truA «e 
fcbove themi 

When you see if?hM Ads man doe$> you must 
iexpect iihat others Tvifl he doing the same tottte 
end of the world -, and you ought never to be, 
staggered in your belief by the tempers and ac- 
tions of the enemies of the truAw AH men wifl 
not love truth 5 many are adverse to k, and to 
God for being the author of it ; which is a mo* 
kmentabk consideration. Even H mdracle^ 
which brings astoni^ment and convic^bn 
•upon some, will have no effect upon oilers. 
Thej go on just as they did befcffe : when Ihis 
tnan is made blind, all he seeks is to l>e led 
by the hand, that he may find his way: he 
tndkes no reflexions, and receives no benefit. 
It was thus with the men of Sodom. When \ 
ihey had beset the house of righteous Lq|, 
ihey carried on the assault after they were 
struck blind : they still ^* wearied themselves 
to find the door," and were as intent upon mis- 
chief as ever. The sufferer in the parable 
thought that a miracle would be the saving of 
his wicked brethren : but he judged fiJsely ; fttf 
H2 if 
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f{ men who have the Scriptures do Hot-hear 
tbeiHi their heart is wrongj^ and thenamirack 
would have no effect. 

Now in the lastplace^ remember, that the 
man^ who would not see, lost the use of hU 
eyes. Beware^ lest th^ like misfortune shoul4 
befal any of you ; lest, by neglecting the light 
while it is shining in your eyes, you should be 
able at last to see nothing. Never tum away 
from the truth, lest the truth fliould turn away 
from you, and leave you in eternal darkness. 
Cultivate every gift that you have, and it will 
be increased: use what light you have, and 
^God will open your eyes to see more : he that 
can see great things, shall see greater. If you 
read the Scripture, and desire to understand it, . 
some new light will come in upon you, and 
will enable you to understand it better. When 
once the inclination is discovered, it will be 
encouraged and assisted. Sergius Paulus called 
for Barnabas and Saul ; and then all those 
great things followed, about which I have been 
discoursing to you. Philip the Evangelist was 
sent to the Ethiopian nobleman in the wildep- 
ness s but then you are to observe, that he was 
sent to a man, who had already got a bible 
in his hand, and who wished to hear it inteir 
preted. 

God 
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God isiU ftfil by Uie jKacjadfiMi^cdbitfl^^ 
he acted in fcmner ages r these examples of die 
scriptures will certainly be fulfilled in you. If 
you hate t)|e light, af Elymts did, you will 
become blind and lose it : if you rejoice in it, 
and use it, it will increase mbre arid more im- 
to the perfect day; that is, till the light of 
truth shall lead to the light of life eternal; for 
which end God sent it from faeaveni and spread 
it over the world. 
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. ' Jh^hopfiel, the Suicide* 



2 SAM. xyii. 23. 

AKD WHEN AHITH0PH|;L SAW THAT HH 
COUNSEL WAS NOT FOLLOWED, HE SADt 
PLED HIS ASS, AND A^OSE, AVID GAT HIM 
HOME TO HIS HOUSE, TO HIS CITY, ANp. 
PUT HIS HOUSEHOLD IN ORDER, AND 
HANGED I^IMSELF^ AND DIED. 

Self-murder is a subject, the consider- 
atiqn of which can never be impertinent or 
unseasonable in a Christian cpngregation : be- 
cause in setting forth the causes of that dread- 
ful crime, and in recommending preservatives, 
we may secure people from many of those les-* 
scr evils which lead to it ; evils, which every 
wise man will be glad to avoid. The same 
, :: ' -^ rule^ 
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rules which are sufficient .to: save m man.fitom 
death, may save him also (roixr ad>urntfi^ ie# 
ver ; for >wiiich he wJU have great reascm- to be 
thankful. One of the best methods i can think 
of for the umlerstanding of this lerime is, to 
examine the nature of it, as it appears to lif 
upon the record of liiBtorical truth. Example 
shews moFe than reaisontng or precept^will teach 
without it : I shall therefore proceed to explain 
the subject from the example which the bibfo 
hath set before us in the remarlqibie case pf 
AbithopheL 

When we see ruin and destruction brought 
upon the soul of any man, much good may 
certainly done by dissecting his character. 
Dissection is a disagreeable operation ; to leam 
from the actual inspection of a dead human 
subject is a hard trial to a tender mind. But 
if the corpse is that of a malefactor, justly put 
to death, for some hateful treason, or some 
inhuman pmctice, die mind is more easily re^^ 
conciled to it. The Wretch, who, when aliye had 
defaced in himself the image of God, is no 
kmger to be considered as si man, The person 
Qow under our consideration was a malefacto^ 
of the basest kind in his life time : we may 
therefore very properly dissept himj and learn 
what we can from him, 

^4^ AU 
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AU the circumstances prove that itfais man 
was no lunatic ; that he acted with as much 
deliberation against his own Ufe, as. if.he had 
been lying in wait for the life of any^ cither 
man. He committed his own murder with 
the same foresight as he would have committed 
any other wickedness. Kk /' set his hou^e Jn 
Order;" that isj he settled his affairs, he made 
his will as a person of sound mind: ^4 tnor 
moryj* as he would have done, if death had 
been coming upon him;in a qatursd way. The 
case is therefore xmexceptionable pf the kiods 
such as we may safejy make use of for di^co* 
vering that internal state pf a wicked mindi 
which terminates in the fatal crime of self-mur- 
der. 

We discover in the first place, that he was a 
man of bad principles 3 by which I mean such 
principles as do not restrain, but give encour 
ragement to the bad passions of pride, cq- 
vetousness, and ambition ; which is the nature 
of those principles which are not of God, but 
are of man, and of the world, Wheq a man of 
these principles gains the world, in its wealth, 
its fame, its honourj or its power, he gets aU 
he wants ; when he loses it^i he loses all he 
seeks for; th^re is nothing left for him. A 
worldly-minded man commonly grows up wi- 
der 
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der worldly parents; who set an unprofitable 
example in their own conduct, and place be* 
fore the minds of their children no great and 
worthy objects : for it must be a very bad mind 
indeed that gives the preference to this world, 
when it has been taught the value of the other. 
And we have in this Ahithophel a man who 
was in no want of a capacity to learn ; he was 
not ignorant for want of an Mnderstanding ; on 
the contrary, he had obtained the repute of great 
wisdom : The counsel of Ahithophely which he 
counselled in those days, was as if a man had in^ 
quired at the oracle of God. It is often found 
too true by experience, that persons of superior 
penetration and wisdom are of bad intentions : 
they see further than other men, and are under 
a temptation to turn their minds to the over- 
reaching of others, and effecting mischief- 
their ability in accomplishing wickedness is a 
snare and a temptation to them : they find they 
can do it, and therefore are ready and willing 
to do it, The children of this world are wiser 
in their generation than the children of light: 
they study causes and effectj; as to things of 
this life, and can conjecture what will be, and 
what will not be, with more precision than 
persons whose minds are employed upon 
Jiigher things. If any man was at a Joss in ^i 

difficult 
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difficult case, here ^vr^s the tftan who could 
tell him how to act for the best ; he was like 
an oracle ; his judgment was never under a 
mistake : but he made a great mistake in one 
respect ; as we may learn from his own case. 
We may suppose he would be as exact for 
himself, as for any other person : but when he 
calculated for himself, it appears, that he left 
God out of the question. Providence macje 
no part of his plan. He considered wfthgreat 
sagacity how he was to act; but he never con- 
sidered how God would act: and therefore att 
his wise designs must have been very defeo 
tive. " I will act so and so,'* says the man of 
the world : but he never asks himself, " how 
win God act ?'' The rich man said, *^ I shall 
want room for my stores ; I will pull down my 
bams, and build greater, and then I can do a§ 
I please/* But the gospel calls him a fool, 
for not considering that God might call hin^ 
out of the worlds that night, and that then all 
his schemes of happiness and prosperity 
would dip with him. Such is he who is wise 
without God 5 and such wa§ this Ahithopheh 
He had no regard either to the ways of God or 
the laws of God s for he advised Absalom to 
commit such horrible wickedness against hjs 
athcr's house as could ^never be forgiven, that 

the 
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iHe peo|^ ' nlight t>e sfare there could liever hi 
^ recQricUifttlon bctrreen thetn^ and therein 
might b* coofirmcd m their rebellion. Aft 
this he did without scruple^ as a wise politi- 
^iaCi 9 and bis advice^ though ?erjr wicked in 
itself^ was good advice for promoting the end$ 
be h^td in Tie^Ar* A politician may be a good 
man ; b^t then, I am afraid^ he will be a bad 
{^lilician ; i>ecause there are cases, in these 
evil dfiysj in whiph a nvan of nice virtue wiU 
\)t apt to miscarry. So practically and experi^ 
mentally tn)e is it^ as we said before, that the 
children of this world are in their generation 
piset than the children of light. 

But noM? we proceed to consider, that this 
wise man was sopn after under great moitifi^ 
pition and disappointment. His pride, his va^ 
nity, his c^mbition, were ^//disappointed, tii 
Jaiew he had given the best advice for the dc- 
struction of the king and his party ; but htt 
foiind that the worse advice was preferred, 
and foresaw that it would be the ruin of Absa- 
lom and of his cause. He had entered into the 
conspiracy with a persuasion that his advice 
would be taken ; that he should continue to 
be the great oracle he had hitherto been : but 
his purpose was frustrated ; that hurt his pride ; 
and when the worse counsel was preferred to 

the 
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from, time to time have helped to bring ruin 
upon many a man. A leader of sedition, let 
bim be ever so wise, has bad designs : to the 
execution of bad designs bad people are neces- 
sary, and, therefore, such a sort of person soon 
finds himself in the midst of them ; they encou* 
rage him, and he makes his use of them, and 
so they work together to fulfil some wise end$ 
of Providence, which it is hard for us to under- 
stand, till it pleases God to bring the authors 
of evil to destruction. " That which is now is 
that which hath been." Look at any leader of 
rebellion in these days, and you will find him 
an ungodly man, a man of no principles ; and 
who are they that follow him ? Are they not in 
general as bad as himself? No man that has 
the fear of God will unite himself with such a 
party : his conscience will keep him from it ; 
but if that were not sufficient, the expectation 
of wrath and vengeance, which (however slow 
its approach) certainly comes at last, would 
deter him from the undertaking. He that 
joins the wicked will come to the end of the 
wicked ; and, of late days, we have been wit- 
ness to many strange examples of this : we 
have seen party after party, in a. neighbour- 
ing country, rising up, one after another, and 
triumphing for a while in murder and oppresr 

sion. 
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fiion, but in time as effectually cut off as if if 
had been done by virtue of a death warrant sent 
down upon them from heaven. Some, and 
they not a few, seeing their own wicked de- 
signs defeated, have laid violent hands upoQ 
themselves, like Ahithophel, sending themselves 
Out of the world because their wiqkedness Wa» 
unsuccessful. If I were to attempt an history 
of those whom ill company has brought to de-» 
struction, it would be a black catalogue ! O be- 
ware then how you join any bad party : let 
no Absalom beguile you with fair and flatter- 
ing fpeeches ; he is in the way to ruin himself, 
and you may soon b.e ruined along with him. 
Absalom and Ahithophel both perished, as we 
see, in a strange manner : the judgment of Go.d 
hanged up the one in a tree by the hair of his 
head, and the other hanged himself. 

It seems, further, to have been the case of ouf 
traitor, that he never opened his grief to any 
body ; in which respect he was a more sullen 
sinner than Judas his successor; for Judas, io 
the agony of his mind, did speak out, and saidy 
«• I have betrayed the innocent blood."— ^He 
spoke it indeed to those who gave him no 
comfort, but left him to his distress j as itoftea 
tiappens among partners in iniquity : they are no 
' sons of consolation 5** t>\^t^ when calamity comes 

among 
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afPiMig^heqf^ they Jeave;oo<^ another to desr 
perat^and de^t^. Jndeedhowcanamangivi^ 
poinfort to anothcnr, who has none for himself? ^ 
He- yfkio^ has y^icked friends^ can expect aoh 
thing l^t to he ;cact off and forsaken at last; 
and be is therefore debarred &om that saiutagr 
relief of a troubled mind^ the opportuf^ity of 
telling its bui^n^axid sufferings to a faithful 
counsellor y without which^ and for the want 
of whiohi the mind of the wretched has been m» 
frequently lo9t. The soul that cannot speiEik lU 
grie^ is in a like situation with the hody whea 
It is pent up in a close room ; it is suffocated with 
its own smoke; it dies of a fulness which has.no 
relief; as when the body is lost by an apo* 
j^xy, which might have, been saved by a 
timely use, of the lancet^ to lessen the quantily 
of the fluids. As the apoplexy is prevented by 
the opening of aYein^ and by other seasonable 
evacuations^ so the mind becomes lighter and 
more tolerable to itself, if it can but throw off 
outwardly some of that noxious matter witb 
which it is inwardly overcharged. This relief 
is so natural and necessary to the case, that 
reason can no moite invent a stAstitute for It 
than the art of medicine can cure palsies, w^ 
plexies, surfeits, and inflammations, without les'^ 
senii^ the quantity of blood. Wben a person 

goes 
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goes with a sick body to a physician, he musl 
describe his ailments, and tell all the symptoms 
under which he suffers ; without which, it i$ 
impossible for the physician to take such a 
course as will restore him to health. This pa-' 
xallel suggests to us, that the proper person to 
whom the grieft of the mind should be opened, 
is he whose profession makes him the physician 
of the soul. The practice of consulting a spi- 
ritual counsellor, and confessing of sins, was too 
much discountenanced at the Reformation ; 
and the Clergy are fo much disused to the 
custom of giving private advice, that many of 
them are less prepared for the office than might 
be expected. An opportunity of this kind is, in- 
deed, still allowed to the people ; and, upon a 
particular occasion, we invite them to come to us, 
and open their grief: — But who ever comes ? 
few, very few, indeed. If a clergyrtian has any 
knowledge erf physic, the people will be^ ready 
to apply to him for advice ; and if they do not 
iii'the other case, what can we infer, but that 
Mik ace either perfe£l and well, or that if 
)mf »e of no value ? In the person of 
^<Abl.we see a man brought into the ex* 
I'inisfertune, with neither inclination 
Munily to open his mind. He is suK 
t nkaty and he falls a sacrifice to his 

wicked 
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wicked temper. Any one may see from-the par- 
ticulars which I have stated> that he was a maA 
of no religion from the beginning : this world 
was the grand object of his attention and affec- 
tion ; the pride of his own wisdom had filled 
his heart ; the desire of greatness had raised his 
expectations ; and to humour his pride, and 
gratify his expectations, he was ready for any 
thing. A change of government seemed to 
promise What he wanted ; and he was upon 
the high road toward the fulfilling of his wishes. 
He had formed some promising schemes ; but 
they were not better than airy visions — mere 
cobwebs, which the hand of Providence, when 
it interfered, swept away at a stroke ! Disap- 
jiointment came upon him in a form he little 
expected; his counsel, which had been so 
highly valued, was now set at nought 5 and in 
c6h$e()uei^ce of that, ail his projects wer* ru- 
ined.. This wise Ahithophel was taken in his 
owii craftiness ; disgrace and punishment were 
befell him ; and for a man like him there wasi 
no refuge but in despair. From his example 
we may learn what Is the common, and, as I 
may callit, the natural way to his fatal end. 
When a man Jives without God, and has 
formed no expectations in another life, but ha^ 
deluded himself with wicked hopes in thi^ 
VOL, vii. I world. 
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world, and they are all disappointed ; then life 
becomes insupportable, and he throws it away. 
Some destroy themselves in a gust of rage and 
passion before they have time to think (and 
may God have mercy upon them !) but the 
hardened atheist dies with deliberation and 
forethought^ like the sinner in the text, who 
seems to have placed himself beyond the reach 
of divine mercy. 

As religion lessens, despair increases 5 and 
when the true religion of Christianity decays, 
the false wisdom of heathenism prevails* 
There is therefore in this age much more of 
the crime of suicide (or self-murder) than there 
was in the last, and there will probably be 
more in the next than in this : for which some 
reasons may be given ; and it may be of use to 
make them known. Men corrupt one an- 
other by their foolish mistakes, which pass 
among themselves for a sort of wisdiDm. It is 
now the fashion to dislike the authority of law 
and justice^ and to be tender to crimes under 
the name of misfortunes, though it be nOtonT 
gus that a sinner wilfully brings them upon 
himself. There are laws intended to render 
self-murder infamous, that men may ^bbor it^ 
and be deterred from^ the commission of itj 
and history inforjns U5j that by a shew of seve^^ 
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rity toward the de^d, the living have been pre- 
served. By false indulgence toward the dead, 
the living may be lost ; and often are so -, a cir- 
cumstance which neither reason, nor law, ilor 
piety will justify. Some destroy themselves* 
who are put of their minds, in a state of luna- 
cy, not being accountable for their own ac- 
tions ; of such the law takes no account : but 
when a man, like this Ahithophel of the Scrip- 
ture, discovers every sign of sobriety and de* 
liberation, and brings himself to a fatal end by 
trasting to the World instead of trusting to God> 
it must have a very bad effect to make such a 
man innocent by calling him a lunatic : the 
persons who give such a verdict are perjured j 
the justice of the country is insulted j the pub- 
lic is abused and corrupted ; and no good is 
done^to the dead ; the difference is all to the 
living. False mercy, or compassion against rea- 
son, notwithstanding the applauses it may 
find from the ignorant, is cruelty j the Worst of 
cruelty, because it is lasting : it promotes and 
multiplies the misery of posterity. 

It is farther t(> be lamented, that the repre- 
stotations of poetfy have tended very much to 
Ae ^ocMTuption of the times* The world ad- 
ywii though it is not agreeable to truth j 
idering that the end of such wit 
1 2 is 
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is misery and madness. TThe stage has often 
done mischief^ but never more than in a well- 
known tragedy, wherein self-murder appears 
witk ^U the reputation of Roman courage^ and all 
the wisdom of heathenish philosophy ; because 
the politics of the time when that tragedy ap« 
peared were thought to require, that this sul- 
len, sour republican should^be brought out for 
^ a pattern of patriotism. The truth of the mat- 
ter is no other than this } the pride of that man 
would not bear to see that the greatest man in 
the world was greater than himself: so he 
wounded himself widi his own sword for envy 
and disappointment; and when his wound 
was dressed by those who wished to save his 
life, he tore it open, and died wallowing in 
his blood. All this foul rage of republican en- 
thusiasm is turned into a fine scene of patri- 
otic virtue ; the man dies with honour, and 
the guilt of his blood is laid upon the world ; 
that is, in effect, upon the providence of God, 
which raised Caesar to be £mperor of Rome* 
This artifice has been attended with fatal ef- 
fects : the story thus disguised has been adopted 
as a noble precedent, and pleaded as a suffi- 
cient reason by persons who have destroyed 
themselves ; of which I might give you seve- 
ral examples, and some of them very striking. 

When 
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When the imaginations of men are thus 
wrought upon by false pictures, and fine verses^ 
there is very little difference between poetry 
and poison ; only the sin is greater in poison- 
ing the mind than in poisoning the body- 

Another artist of the same profession com- 
memorates the death of a certain lady, who 
murdered herself because she had entertained 
a criminal passion, in which she was disap- 
pointed, and could not bear it. Here is a pre- 
cious picture for a poet to work upon. In the 
first place, her crime is misfortune : instead of 
guilty and desperate, she is called unfortii* 
nate : then, the self-murderer is made an ho- 
nourable character, because it is Romany and 
as such must be great and brave : her desires 
were the more noble for being unlawful, for so 
were the desires of Lucifer ; and therefore her 
mind had in it the greatness of an angel* ; that 
is, of a fallen angel, a devil : in thfe ground 
where she is buried, she is pronounced to rest 
in peace ; and angels make it holy by spread^- 
ing their wings over it. ^Fhese are called 
flowers of poetry, but they are in reality the 
poisonous weeds of a wild and unggdly iniagi'- 
nation. What grandeur and sublimity is here 
given to those unrestrained p&ssions which 
1 ,3 ruin 

* See Note i, at the end. 
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ruin the world, and make a hell upon earth I 
Take these sentiments out of their poetical 
dress, and they are no better than madness 
and blasphemy ; but in it, they dazzle the eyes 
of the vain and unthinking, and do irrepara-? 
ble mischief. When we see poets thus mis- 
applying their talents, and combining with the 
great adversary of mankind, that they maybe 
admired for their wit, while they are doing all 
they can to destroy the world, one could wish 
they were all banished out of a Christian coun- 
try : but as if this were pot enough, sentimen- 
tal novelists add themselves to the party, and 
teach us, what is horrible to hear, that selff 
jnurder may be an act of piety ! farther than 
which, madness itself can never go.* 

From the whole of this subject, you must 
see what is the dangerous situation of miserable 
man: deceived, by his imagination, how he is' 
^agitated by the winds of his own passion, and 
drawn out of his course by the false lights held 
out to him by the deceivers and corrupters of 
piankind ! Beware therefore of men, and fly to 
Gqd, who alone can support and deliver us 
under the trials of this mortal life.' Danger 
destroys many ; but danger awaits all: ever^ 
those that are saved must first be tried. There 

never 
^ Sec Note %* 
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never was a saint who fotind his way to hea- 
ven, but after some great tribulation, of which 
the world perhaps knew little or nothing. 
Many things pass between God's providence 
and the heart of a poor sinner, which can nei- 
ther be described, nor forgotten : the soul is 
brought into some strait, out of which it seems 
impossible to escape, that it may feel its owii 
insufficiency, and depend only and wholly upon 
the sufficiency of God : in other words, that it 
may be convinced of the truth of the principle, 
on which it is to be saved ; of which principle 
the world knows nothing, and it is lost for want 
of it. We have a great pattern of this in the 
history of the children of Israel, when they 
were brought out of Egypt : the Church of 
God was led forth in a direction toward the 
Red Sea, TTie waters were before them ; the 
Egyptians were behind them ; if they went 
forward, they were drowned; if they went 
backward, they were slain ; they could do no- 
thing but stand still ; they did so; and they saw 
the salvation of God.* It is not a time to learn 
these lessons when the evil is upon us 5 they 
must.have been learned before, or we shall not 
be able to stand in the evil day. 
That God brings good men into difficulties 
I 4 out 

♦ See Note 3, 
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out of which he alone can save them, is a doc<p 
trine which none but good men can under* 
stand or believe. And let^ them never be dis- 
couraged : such trouble is no sign that God 
has forsaken them ; it is a sign that God hath 
juiopted them for his children, and will save 
them at last. One of the greatest favourites 
pf heaven, the patriarch Jacqb, was exercised 
with these trials ; but under them all God was 
present to his faith, redeeming him from all 
evil ; and whenever we are in extremity, let 
bis words be a lesson to us. — / have xj^ait^dfor 
thy Sahfation^ O Ifird, 
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hVTE i.-^Page 117. 

I HE Poet in his Elegy on an unfortanate Lady who 
Ulled herself for love (I believe incestuous) thus blends 
his praises with his lamentations. 

Firsts it is made questionable whether it can be anj 
crhne in kemjen to act the part of a Roman, and the lady is 
celebrated for thinking gnatly and dying bravely : that as she 
soared above vulgar passion in the practice of incest^ her 
ambition was sanctified by the example of aspiring^ 
to angels and gods^ that Is devils ; for h^* can allude to nor- 
thing but the fall of Lucifer, whose fall is called a glorious 
one. The poet^ seeming to think himself in possession of 
St. Peter's keys^ makes no doubt but that the pure spirit 
\ii this self-murdress (who made Lucifer her pattern) is 
gone to heaven, its congenial place. Yet such is the con- 
sistency of a poet's logic, that he prays heaven that the 
lasting lustre, the great sentiments, and the heroic death 
of this woman, may be sent as a curse, and a sudden vei\« 
geance on the posterity of those who crossed her desires. 
So arc they all to perish ; that is, they are to indulge the 
passion of angels and gods, and die an honourable Roman 

death. 
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death, recelre the protection of angels' wiogi over their 
grarcsy and consecrate the uncousecrated ground in which 
aclf^mdrderers are honed ! 

Our studies of late have encouraged a sort of religion 
vhich has no devotion in it ; while it affects superior ra- 
tionalitj, it leaves us there, and so we are destitute of that 
divinr comfort without which the sou! of a Christian can- 
not weather the storms of life. 

Want of employment renders the mind stagnant, vapid> 
and bj degrees noxious to itself. 

If the affections are violently set upon any thing in this 
world» whether fame, wealth, or pleasure, and are disap- 
pointed, then life becomes insupportable. Therefore the 
moral is this : " Set your affections on things above, not 
oo things on the earth.** 

Lunacy, though sometimes accidental or natural, is ge- 
nerally artificial : ungovernable appetites fill the vessels 
with gross humours, and if they settle in the head, they 
generate disorders in the mind. I do not suppose there 
ever was a well-governed mind in an ungoverned body : 
and mortification being now totally out of fashion in the 
world and exploded in religion (so far have we' unhappily 
carried on reformation) there is more self-indulgence than 
there used to be, and consequently the mind becomes dis- 
tempered, and when vice co-operates, and inflamed pas* 
sions are disappointed, lunacy succeeds, and ends in sui- 
cide. This is often the progress : the world is full of dis- 
appointment 5 he who would bear it well must reduce hit 
passions, and he who would do this must mortify his 
b<Hlv. There is no other course. I have heard it observ- 
rd in a Roman Catholic country, " that the fulness which 
Intrniperance breeds in the gentry is brought down by the 
mr«gri^ daysof the weekj and if that is not sgfBcient, 
,'tt the Lent comes rt)\ind, that it is sure to hriiigj them 

into 
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into good order, good principles^ resignation to the "will 
of God 10 all things, and trust in his protection.*' God 
permits the troubles of the righteous, whose di$apjpoinfr 
ments are productive of future good to pious men, and 
they then often live. Faith holds out a light in the datk* 
est night of vexation, and hope raises the dejected spirit 
They are not the passions of good people that lead to 
suicide, but of the proud, the vain, and irreligious ; who 
take their comfort from this world, and it forsakes 
them. 

Temperance is the next preservative : and to open the 
mind to some faithful friend, especially to a spiritual 
counsellor. When the mind is filled with some bad sub- 
ject and overloaded, it must be relieved, as the body is 
when it is too full of bad blood. 

• Vanity and ungoverned passions breed extravagance i 
extravagance soop leads to distress and poverty : to Teme*- 
dy which they fly to gaming for a poor chance of mend- 
ing their broken affairs, which becoming still worse bf 
this dreadful expedient, desperation ensues, and aelf-miir* 
ikr is the end. 

The doctrine of reprobation terrifies some ill-informed 
minds, who taking the notion of absolute unconditional 
predestination in a wrong sense, are driven to despair^ 
and give themselves up as objects devoted to destruction ; 
a njost unhappy delusion, to remove which would require 
a discourse of itself; but here I can only touch tipon it. 



Note 2, page Ii8. 

Ignorant and ill designing people tell us, that suicide 

is no where forbidden in the Scripture, If it be not 

expressly forbidden, it is because it is not supposed, as 

being a thing to which there is no temptation ; for no man 

bateth 
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bateth hit own floth ; be is in danger of loving it over 
iDQcbi when a man is forbidden to murder for robbery or 
revenge, to commit adultery, and to covet bis neigb- 
boors* goods, there is the temptation of gaining or gniti« 
ifying ; and therefore there is something to he forbidden : 
but how strangely would it sound, if it were inserted into 
the commandments, '' tbou jbalt not fat out tfine vwu eyest* 
It would look as if the commandments were given for the 
benefit of fools and madmen ; to whom no command- 
ments can be of any service : and they that can argue ii| 
fttch a manner are surely no better. 

Note $» fagi 119. 

When a man is surrounded with danger, arid knoweth 
not in his distress which way to tarn himself 3 it may 
sound like foolishness to bid him stt stilly but it is good 
doctrine, even the doctrine of God himself, by the pro- 
phet Isaiah, (xxx. 7.) their strength, says he, is to sit stiil: 
and it is very true 3 for when it comes to this, (W is their 
strength; and in that case they are sure to be delivered. 
There are situations, under which nothing can preserve 
tbe servants of God, but the faith and patience witb^ 
which they nsktit upon him« 
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BECAUSE SENTENCE AGAINST AN EVIL* 
WORIC IS NOT EXECUTED SPEEDTLy/ 
THEREFORE THE HEART OF THE SONS OF 
MEN IS fULLY SET IN THEM TO DO EVIL. 

IF it Xioere executed speedily — ^fqr instance^ if 
every man who committed a theft were imme* 
diately to lose the use of his right hand^ there 
woiild be no such thing as theft in the world: 
but the honesty produced by such a measure 
would be of little value, because it would be the. 
eflPect of force ; there would be no principle in 
it but that of fear ; which is the principle of a 
slave ; the same with that which keeps brute 
beasts in orden The works of men can be 

good 
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good or bad only so far as they are the works 
of the Willy which" is at liberfy to chuse between 
good and evil. True religion assists the will 
of man, and works with it, but does not de- 
stroy it. Therefore sentence is not executed 
speedily against an evil work ; but the punish-^ 
ment of it is generally suspended for a time, 
and the decrees of God in that respect are left 
to the contemplation of faith, which sees things 
as yet invisible. In some cases punishment is 
deferred for so long a time, that men persuade 
themselves it will never be executed : that 
there is no invisible judge of human actions ; 
or, if there is, that he either careth not abbuf 
them, or puts off all punishment to another 
world : and that therefore men may act as they 
please in this world without any fear'of the con- 
sequences. These are persons of a very unto^ 
ward disposition of mind, and there is little 
hope of doing them much good : but if it were 
possible to open their eyes, they might judge 
in a different manner. I shall therefore attempt 
to prove in this discourse, that although God 
does not punish speedily y he punishes certainli/. 
Sin and misery do so belong to one another, 
that they will vieet together ; in many cases 
uch sooner than people are aware of: this is 
lat I mean to shew by.argumcnts taken from 

the 
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the nature of sin, from the records of holy 
Scripture^ and from the opu^ions of good men« 

The nature of sin is such (of some sins more 
than others) that it either carries its own pu^ 
nishment with it, or soon brings it. Among a 
list of unrighteous persons St. Paul places tho 
drunkard, the fornicator, the covetous, and! 
assures us, that such persojis shall not viherit, 
the kingdom of God : which is certainly true, 
because the kingdom of God can never bear 
what is contrary to its nature. But follow 
such persons for a while, and see what be^ 
comes of them in this world. Is there any 
misery in poverty? How much more mise- 
rable does it soon become if you add drunken- 
ness to it ! In honest poverty there is no 
shame ; but the poor drunkard is all shame :, 
he is a nuisance to himself and to the world. 
If the drunkard be rich, will that save him ? 
How many such are carried oS suddenly ; some. 
by distempers ; some by evil accidents ; some 
by fighting and contention! And they wha 
may seem to be at a stand, as if they were in 
no danger, are slowly undermining their con- 
stitutions, or bringing ruin upon their affairs^ 
and paving the way to a prison. 

If you look into a jail, you see men sitting 
there pensive and in rags : that is their posture. 

now: 
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now : had' you seen them a while ago, they 
were uttering shouts of riotous exuhation among 
their profligate companions, as if no harm 
could possibly come to them. Then as to 
covetousness, which is the opposite vice, atf 
Ae world agrees that it is a torment to itself; 
by giving to a covetous man the name of a 
miser or miserable one. To a man in a dropsy^ 
thirst is a tormenting part of the' diftemper. 
What he drinks never quenches it, but makes il^ 
worse : such is the appetite of the miser for 
wealth : what he gets never satisfies, but only 
increases the distemper of his mind. Evil 
trees will bear evil fruits. No thorn will pro- 
duce grapes ; no thistle or bramble will bear 
figs ;'SO can no happiness arise out of sin. As* 
men sow, they will reap ; perhaps not to-day, 
nor to-morrow ^ but certainly, though not 
speedily ; and you must have seen so many ex* 
amples of this, that a doubt ought not to remam 
on your minds. Health may as well consist with 
poison, as peace and happiness with a sinful 
life : and if there were nothing to prove it but 
the natural effect of vice, that alone would be 
sufficient with wise men. But ^ all vice is 
disobedience, and disobedience against God,* 
ose laws are transgressed by it, vice is not 

to its natural effects, though ihey are sufB-. 

"*^ ciently 
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ciently disastrous^ but calls down various kindl 
of punishment from God. These judicial 
efiects of sin bring us to the examples of the 
Pcripture, which are to be found in eveiy part 
of it. Cain the first murderer was not («9 
snurderers are now) put to death immediately} 
but is that man under no punishment^ who is 
condemned to constant terror of mind> and cask 
out as a fugitive and a vagabond in the earthy 
like the Jews at this day, who are under the 
samt sentence for the same crime ? Every dajr 
of their lives, .they rise up in the morning with 
that sentence upon their heads^ and carry the 
guilt and punishment of it with them when 
diey go to their rest in the night. Hophni and 
Phinehas, the two profligate sonsof £li» whool 
he did noticorrect as he ought to havedohe» 
went on for a time in their own ways, but 
signal vengeance overtook them in the midst of 
their course: in one day they died both of 
them by the sword of the enemy, as it had 
been foretold of them. David fell in an evfi 
hour into the sins of adultery and murder: of 
his guilt he was for a while insensible, till h(( 
was alarmed by a message from Natbatt tbi 
prophet ; and from that time forward he saw 
no more happiness and peace in this world : 
his life was disturbed with tumuUs and rebe)^ 
vol.. VII. K lions } 
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; always da we find faim thfaer iBfiag 
fwm danger^ or weeping with um^m. Let 
tto man then hereafter tell as of the. example 
ti Pavid^ as an encouragement to lin i the 
ai)sa»ble oensequences Xsi^n wem Mvermoit 
di$pla)nftd th«i in t^e history of that aum. Hb 
was a siAner &r a comparatively short period^ 
tnd he was a sorrowing, aflUcted>' aad tortured 
penitent for the vest of his lifir. We learn frma 
iB» case of David> that God can pyimh and 
littt he can Ibrgive at the sutie time. How 
diat can be^ and why it bap|iens» may be tx»^ 
iidered in another place. 

ff we go to the New Testawent^ we a^ 
diere taught how sin is punished in 1^ w^tkL 
When a poor man, who h^d suflSntd iiiom an 
infirmity thirty and >eig'ht years^ was cured bjf 
tar Saviour at the I^ool<of Bethesda> he added 
some words of advice in consequence, which 
Mntain much in a little compass, and4hrow 
great light on our subject when efcaminedM^ 
S^n na more, le&t a worse thing come to ikemt 
from which it is an obvious inferenoe^ that the 
bad thing under which he had so long suE 
lered, had been sent upon him for his sin s for 
ik>me sin which bis conscience knew, ao^. 
which he'^ould have corsected bjfrepentsincei 
We learn^6irther» that when God cbj^stises ski 

. * . in 



In Ifis scnrantisy and t1iat'cha$tised:ienthasndt 
ft* pppper cfFect, something worse is to ht 
fefaredj and may be expected. If this be the 
lEfttiation of the servants of God, wiil any man 
tdl me that sin goes unpunished In this life? 
h not the rod of correction daily held over us.1 
Happily for us; it is ; for its use is to awaketf 
us, and open our eyes, that we sleep not ftJ 
death ; that sin may not increase and stU|H^ 
us^ tiQ it becomes mortal. 

We learn fix)m St. Paiil, that there wer^ 
great abuses in the church of Corinth respect* 
ing the sacrament of the Lord's Supper: theiif 
meetings were not godly, but even riotous and 
dfoorderly : one was hungry and another Wat 
drunken ; so that they w;ere a disgrace to the 
Church, and to the occasion for which they 
came thither. What was the consequence of 
fliis P For this cause, says the apostle, manp 
nre weak and sickly among you, and many 
skep 5 that is, many suffer for the offence, by 
being visited with sickness, or even deafh 
itself, who ought to have examined them* 
selves, and to have attended tKat holy insti^ 
tation veith repentance and faidi, as all Christ 
ftuis are taught even by their catechism; let 
ftein but listen to diat; they will then have 
nodiiDg to fear, aad every thing to hope : foft 
X 2 God 



God never yet cast out the poorest sinner,^ «trho 
came to him with a penitent heart, trusting ia 
Ae merits of Christ's deaths If any one would 
escape> he must judge himself^ and then he 
yf\\\ not be judged of the Lord : But the reason 
why I mention this, is, to shew, that God 
lends punishment upon sin in this life; and 
^erefore that no man has any reason to think 
be i^ secure against it. No wise man ever 
thought that sinners are left to their own ways : 
they seem so indeed, because sentence is not 
executed speedily : but all that understand the 
pase know that it is executed certainly. . Hear 
what the son of Sirach pronounces against per? 
jured persons and profane swearers. — " A man 
that useth much swearing shall be filled with 
iniquity, and the plague shall never depart 
|rom his house : if he shall offend, his sin ^all 
be upon him s and if he acknowledge not hi$ 
sin, he maketh a double offence : and if he 
swear in vain he shall not be innocent, but his 
bouse shall be full of calamities." In like 
manner it is threatened to the adultress, that 
her children*, shall not take root, and her 
prancAes shall bring forth no fruit. Does, not 
David pronounce, that bloody and deceitful 
msn shall not live out, half their days i 
!rbe wicked $eera to prosper while the 5en- 

" tence 
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tcncc is suspended ; but execution comes/ 
tvhen neither they expect it for themselves, nor 
the world for them. These are the ungodlyy 
says the Psailmist, these prosper in the worid^^ 
and thesi have riches in possession. The ease- 
ls enough to stagger the godly ; but let them' 
wait awhile,^ and the scene is changed : Icf 
them go into the sanctuary of God for instruc*^ 
tion, and then they will understand what comes' 
to such men ; how their prosperous situation* 
IS but a slippery place, from which they fall' 
and are destroyed. O hovv suddenly do they' 
tons\ime, perish, and comie to a fearful end P 
Psalm Ixxiii. 18. To the same purpose he saith- 
in another place ; wicked deers shall be rooted 
out — yet a little whiie^ and the ungodly shall be 
clean gonei thou shall look after his place and' 
he $hall be away y and again, / myself kavt' 
seen the ungodly in great power, and flouA 
risking like a green bay ttee. I went by^ and, 
fo, he was gone ; / sought him, but his place ^ 
could no where be found. Psal. xxxvii. 36. ^ 
It appears from what I have said, that no' 
simmer can promise himself any security cvea* 
in this present world : and if his heart is set itf 
kifh to do evil, because sentierice against an evil'- 
work is not speedily executed, he will soon find* 
himself miserably deceived. Tliis point beirfg^ 
X 3 settled. 
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letdedL I cannot help observing to you, how 

B^ peopk are often heard to talk about gin 

md ib punishment. They fuppose that God 

^bcs mt punish sin in this world, and therefore 

^lat it IS uncharitable for us to judge that he 

^oes 80 in any particular instance : but on the 

OQiitrary» God does often punish sin openly and 

msibbf'y and therefore it must be our duty to 

aee that he does. For if God punishes some 

ibr t warning to others^ what benefit can arise 

to those who do not see it ? And in many cases^ 

the judgment of God is so plain^ that men 

must either see it^ or shut their eyes against it 

If they are not taught by it, they will have to 

nswer for their indocility; and God, who 

never brings evil upon some, but out of ^nercy 

to others, will be justified in all his ways. It 

must be said, that the judgment which falls 

i^n sinners in this world, is suspended for so 

long a time (God waiting for their amend* 

ment in many cases) that men persuade 

themselves it will never be executed at all : 

that there is either no invisible judge of human 

actions; or that if there is^ he careth not 

about them for the present, but putteth oflF all 

judgment to another world : and perhaps when 

they have got thus far, their next step is to 

deny the punishments of the otheif world} and 

not 



not only to deny them, but tven to inockiUl 
them. ^ . .3 

I know how wicked people corrapt ofie anfi 
ther with foolish iuld wicked reflexioftt: thf 
fire of hell, it i$ tru^, wal ordsun^d for the p» 
nishment of devils : but if- there be Christiafua 
so called, who take part with the detil in his 
sin, the]^ must expect to have their part in his 
punishment i they ^vill be consigned to tha 
company they have chosen. They who ihink 
With angelsj and praise God with angels, will 
live with angels. Thty yfho think v^i^ dtvih 
must have their place with devils ; they hati 
the ways of God, and mock at them i dfvils 
hate them, but they do hot mock at them ) 
tiiey know too much hi that; and in this 
they tempt ignorant men to be more wicked 
and desperate than they dare to be themselves i 
which is a fearful ^consideration. Devils who 
dare not mock at God, will mock at thefn for 
tiieir folly^ and accuse men before God as 
more wicked than evil spirits .* and what can 
such men say for themselves? they will ht 
epeechlesstheny however rapidly and boUUy they 
may talk now* To such false confidence as 
this is that warning given, in the same book 
from whence my text is tsktn^-^IUijoice, O 
young man in thy youth, and let thy heart chefr 
^ ^ 4 thee 
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thee M the days qf thy youi/h and walk in thr. 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
egfes-'-'^that is, go on in the ways of thine own 
passions and opinions ~6k/ know than, that for 
all these things, God will bring thee into judg* 
ment. Eocl. xi« 9« 

That Grod will judge men hereafter, we have 
no doubt : that he qften judges them here^ 
cannot be denied : and though all die laws of 
Infinite justice, by which rewards and punish^ 
snents are administered in this world and the 
Tiext, are such as we can neither ^ndfx^tc/ nor 
tunderstandy still the reason is sufficiently clear^ 
why good men are often punisfied in this worlds 
and bad men are not. 

It was observed above, that Cod can punish 
and forgive at the same time ; because punish^ 
ment from him, when it falls upon good men^ 
is not the punishment of wrath and vengeance^ 
but that of love and correction ; it is therefore 
a sign that he forgives, and it ought to be so 
understood. It may seem a strange doctrine^ 
that God should punish zdhile he forgives ; but 
it is certainly true. When Nathan said to 
David, the sword shall never depart from thy 
house ; he said at the same time, the Lord Itath 
frut azvay thy sin, thou shall not die. God 

lerefore forgives while he punishes, and pUr 

nishes 
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nishes b/^caute ke forgives. It may poisihly bft 
^ privilege -of tlm gofdly tp stiff'er txndct h\m% 
*nd evfry wise Christian wUl.p^-ay^ as ^n^i^q 
have been known ^p!d<>> that they may hdve.^ 
their punisment in this worM. : If they are ^f[ 
90ns of God, they must be corrected when thf^ 
^end : for what wise father is there who dod| 
^ot CQirect his own children ? It is a sign tha| 
|hey belong to God^ who sp^^king.to hin 
{>eop]e Isriael, saith. You only have I knmif 
of all thfi families of the Earthy therefare wilf 
I punish you for all your iniquities. Wha(t a 
comfort is it under every affliction for. a ChYi^ 
tdan to know, that his sufferings mark him fqf 
^ child of God, under the care of the A|i 
mighty I He has little to fear, in life or iq 
death. 

' 0|i Ihe other hand, when, we see the wicked 
not only unpunished, but even prosperous, it i$ 
jBo ^gn that they are in a safe way, but the con- 
trjiry j they are neglected and left to their owq 
wdys> because tl^ey are bastards and not sons } 
they escape in this world, because they ztt 
reserved for the punishment of another, grndini* 
serable will they be when the day of their vi* 
sitation shall come ! We see one in the gospel^ 
possessed for a time of his good things, and 
faring sumptuously every d^y : but how soon 

does 
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After this wc have a particular account of 
the eflfect wrought upon the Pharisees 5 where 
we see how. truth operates upon tho^ that will 
not receive it 

Then there is the condition and disposition 
of those that^ receive it ; which we see m the 
account of the man himself. 

And last of all, the Judgment of Jesus Christ 
upon both parties — ** For judgment I am come 
into this worlds that they which see not might 
$ee^ and they which see might be made blind.** 

These things let us examine in their or,der: 
and first, the casei which, it seems^ had 
occasioned some speculation among the dis- 
ciples. They had reasoned thus ; ** As the mir 
•ery of man is punishment, and as all punish* 
ment is for some offence, where could the 
offence be, of which a man brought the putiish* 
ment into the world with him ? so they asked 
their Master, who did sin. the man or hisi 
parents f TXey enquire curiously about the cause 
or beginning of the fact ; but our Saviour 
answers in few words with respect to the end 
of it : they speak of the eoil that was in it ; he, 
of the good that would come out of it ; that the 
thing was not designed as a punishment for the, 
sin of any person, but as a case that would, 
"ord an opportunity for the works of God .to 

be ' 
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\k made manifest : the man was bom bltndy 

that Jesus Christ might give him sight. - What 

wisdom is here^ in giving such a turn to tht 

subject ! How many vain^ tedious/ and fruitless 

questions about causes and beginnings might 

be avoided, if we did but consider ends and e& 

fects^ and the good which there is in every thing- 

which is easy to be seen, and is worth all the 

rest. How c'.otc the rain fall, says the Philo* 

sopher ? is it by its own weight, or by the 

state of the Heavens? Is the cau^e ia thi^ 

water itself, or is it in the air, or in sometbmg 

else ? What an opening is here for disquisition ? 

Whereas the answer of Truth and Wisdom is 

exactly like what we have heard akeady: 

y It falls, that the fruits of the earth may 

grow ; that man may be &d, apd may be 

thankful to the Giver of ^11 good/' That is 

enough for us ; this is the b^st part of the sub* 

ject ; and here we are in no^ danger of being 

mistaken. The best way then to answer th^ 

great question about the origin of Evik is to 

consider what is the endoi it ; what good com^ 

out of it ; this makes the subject at once plain 

and useful. Why was the man bom blind ^ 

That the works of God might appear, and 

Christ might cure him. Why did man fall? 

That Gad mighjt save hipoi. Wiff is evil per- 

^ mitted 
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ttitted ki the world I That 6^ may bie gfTori^ 
fied in removing it? Why does the -body of 
nan die? That God may raise it up again. 
When we philosophise in this manner we find 
fight, and certainty, and comfort:, we have 
a memorable example of it in the case before 
tb; and, I humbly think, this is the use we 
oughtto*make of it. " , 

Next in order is the cure of the blind mnxi % 
concerning which, we are first tauj^ht die 
manner of it, and then the moral of it : the 
manner of it is very instructive ; but die moral 
is more so. The power of Crod being invi^Ie 
in its operation, is always attended with some 
OQtwatd form, as a visible sign of it. In the 
present case, Jesus anoints the eyes of the pa« 
tient .with clay, and bids him go and wash it 
off with water, in the Pool df Siloam: in con- 
quence of which, when the water should wash 
away the clay, the Divine Power would take 
away the blindness. Now, if this man had 
been a modem Philosopher, he would have 
put a question or two : he would have said, 
^ Clay I What can that do ? it will make my 
eyes worse instead of better. And as to the 
water that is to wash it away, when did that 
ce a blind man see ? And why the waters 
loam ? What are they more than otherr? 

iTiufc 
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Hms does human msdom stand quesdomng 
IHod expecting to have a reason &n erery thing 4 
md thi$» in cases where, perhaps, a reasott 
cannot be given s ^ u^i// of God faeinj^ die 
mif reason, and the best of aU ; but it is such 
as human reason never y^t submitted to: no- 
dimg but faith can subii^ to the wiil 4gff 
God : and as nothing but the will and plea* 
sure of God can save lost mankind, nothing 
Vat £uth, which submits to that will, can 
be saved. Man asks, how can an effect ft3U 
few fiom that which is no cause of it? But 
£uth answers, it wiU be a cause, if God 
diaU please to make it so : therefore I will 
take it as a cause, and trust to him for dia 
effect Thus doth faith reason, and it finds 
its own account in so doing ; but thus the Phi* 
bsopher never did reason, nor' will he ever; 
And Naaman was one of them when he argued^ 
diat if water was to be the cure of his leprosy, 
vAif not any waters why not the better waters of 
Danoascus, rather than the worse in Israel ^ 
But here h^ was mistaken— water wsls not to 
be used as a natural cause, but a spiritual 
cause ; a cause according to the will of God ; 
a pledge, without the use of which, the in- 
visible divine cause of the cure would never 
have acted. The Syrian was angiyi when b^ 

was 
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was directed to the use of i uch a cause ; an4 

Ckrisdanity, for the admitting and prescribing 

of such causes, is never forgiven by the wise 

leasoners of the world, but called superstition. 

But the poor man now befqre us, being blessed 

with common sense, and having none of that 

6iie superior sense, which turns a man into a 

feol by making him act absurdly, did as he was 

bid ; he went to the proper place, though he 

€ould give no reason for it but the command of 

Christ, and he returned with his eyesight. So 

much for the manner of this cure ; the moral 

of it is still of more value. 

When our Saviour was about to perform 
the miracle, he preached upon the case, and 
gave the sense of it. " As long,'' said he, « as 
« / am in the world, lam the light of the world.'* 
He did not come into the world to cure the 
bodies, but the souls of men ; and he never 
cured their bodies, but as a sign that he came 
to cure their souls. If his office had been to 
cure their bodies, he might have said, I am 
come to give sight to this man that was bom 
Mind : but no ; he gives light to tLtvorld; and 
to this poor man only as a sign of it. He is a 
fiiriirativc and spiritual sun, and if he restores 
e blind the light of the day, it is nothing 
than » proof that he restores to the under- 
standing 



slianding the^light.of trtithr':" He:.8hin«i^ » 
the sun does, who is his image^-not to an 
individual, not tb a nation, not to an taigti' )io<L 
to a world ; but to all places, and toaU^ times; 
He who conies to destroy the wotka of iim 
Devil, must work upon the same great . s^m 
The Devil is called the God of this.xvorUh 
who hath blinded the minds of them whjqfar 
believe not, lest the light of the ^gloncmq 
Gospel of Christ should shine unto tbern*^ Hiestr 
fore, he. who came to destroy the works oFfhe 
Devil must act as a light of the world 5 and 
restore the sight of their minds>: that the 
light of the glorious gospel may shiiie unto 
them : and this was the sense .and spirit of tha 
miracle, as Christ himself hath applied it. 
In the common way of reasonings nothing more 
is considered, than that a miracle li an act of 
divine power ; to shew that he by whom it is 
done must be a teacher come from God, and 
that God is with him : but there is much more 
than this to be learned j for while the potver 
of the miracle shews that he was sent of God; 
the sense of the miracle teaches for what pur- 
pose he was sent j and so where reason Sees 
t proof, faith hears a sermon. 
Christ is therefore the light of life^ the fight 

VOL. VII. It of 



•f Uie nlndf wiAout ifvbom every mra is inf 
iukucfS^ wiAmit whom erety man h bom 
kk 4iffait$s r and htfatt tbe Goftpel ean shine 
in open tht mind* &e eyes of the trnderstand'^ 
ing must he festt>ied' to sight, that the orgaxi 
^/akk maj leceive t&e Aings of God -, with*- 
mat wfncb an mbelierer^ kt htm be as wise 
a&d aakamed as he wiH m all other thimgs, i» 
yerfectiy in tfie ttate of a man that is blind ;^ he 
1MM h^n li&hdy and &e continues so* 

"We coHte now to a most interesting part of 

i!he narrati'«re ; the effect whichr thss miracle 

had upon the Pharisees, who could not receive 

k. When the sun shines fiall upon i nfan's 

<yes> and he cannot turn away &om it» he dis^ 

covers' i^mptoms of uneasiness, which make 

Bim appear to gveat dkadvantage. Ami the 

case is the same with his mind : Vrhich, when 

the truth which it caHnot receive is throWlv 

strongly upon it^ is in the same condition with 

the face ; it is agitated and convulsed,^ iind si> 

much out of shape, that the mind of a wise 

man cannot be distinguished fiom that of an* 

iiiot : of which iseflexion the trudi will be fully 

imfirmed by the case before us. 

For in the Pharisees,, who were assembkdi 

m this occasion, we have a set of men, 

led in the law,, and siibtile and captious 

disputants. 
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disputants^ who fiom torn* oppenrane^v^ wMcti 
did not vrtM agtfe with thdr t»tllKiiJe»^ h«d 
already agreed among tfaemodre^^ that if iktif 
man did confess that Jesw W8ft^ Ale Christy h* 
should be put out of the ^Mgogue ; that'ivi 
thftt he should be excommunicated; But htti 
tomes a man^ who she#8 them by ati UhdeMtf^ 
ble fact, thht he was^. and must be the Ch#iM^ 
The question therefore x<ras> wbM^Mmld be M» 
under this dilemma ? HbW they toiild tttaintSEih 
their own precipitate sentttttce, or how they 
could yield to Ae detnonstratioti t Here tht)^ 
wei^ in a great strait ; for Aey wM do Ml^ 
ther the one nor the oriier : a co#ardty refracti^ 
tton would have ruitiad fh^fr cause, and made 
Ihcit characters^ ridiGulottt: tbeeit{^dletit, ^r<s 
f(Mre> which offered itself, was, to tfy whether* 
they tould deny the fact Some of the people 
had beeA questioning with the matt befote ; but 
when it h sbid that he Wad hrdtigkt to the Pht> 
risee^, it is to be apprehended that he was 
brought in form to the council or seat of Moses^ 
ki order to be exatnitied. And firit, they do 
nM ask him directly about the fact, but about 
the m0nmt of it, ^n^ he had received his sight; 
hoping to find therein sotfie subterfuge ; either 
tfiM it might have been an acddeiit, or might 
1 « be 
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be owing to some natural cause : but that could 
not be i for day and watery without the power of 
God addeda will nevef cure a man that is blinds 
Here some of them thought it a good objection 
against the m]racle» that it had been done on 
tiie Sabbath Day> and that therefore he who 
did it must be a bad ihan : but it occurred 
in answer to thati that if he had been a bad 
nian^ he could not. have done it at alL-~ 
Mew can a man that ii a simmer do sudk 
miracles f Here then they were at a stand t 
so their next device is> to get rid of the fact by 
cross-examining the. witness. They send now 
lor his parents, knowing that they would be 
loth to speak out, for:fear of the consequences : 
but their evidence w^s pOsitivfe, as to the iden- 
tity of the person^ and as to his former blindness ; 
as to the fact of his cure they left it to their son 
to bear witness of that, and themanner of it: 
and he adhered to his own story with such 
firmness and simplicity of truth, that nothing 
could be made of him. So now we find them 
at another stage of their absurdity 5 they ad- 
mit the fact, but deny the consequence j and 
attack the character of Christ, as if they 
knew him to be a sinful person s a man that 
could never be taken for the Messiah, because 
they could not know whence he was. Here 

commoa 
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common sense could qo longeir contain itself ; 
the man is astonished, to tbipk; bow it coiil4 
possibly happen, that tj^ere slM>i;4d..be^ a Prori 
phet in the plac?> opeping the eyes:of the bli&d» 
and that the great doctors of the time shouki 
know nothl^o; of him !^ He therefore preserve^ 
no respect for them any; longer, but follows up 
bis arguments so clpsely, that there was nothing 
left but to have recourse to ^bsdlujte authority, 
and do that by violenpe y^hich they could not 
coippass by all the arts of evasion. So they 
gave him to know, that all he had s^id sig^ 
nified nothing, because he was an inferior pepr 
^n, not fit to teach them, and had copie into th^ 
world as a poor blind sinner : thus they anr 
iswered him at last, and f * cast him ouj" of the 
congregation; which act shews that he was 
before a Court of Judicature. And here, we 
may suppose, that the persons who would 
have put Lazarus to death, that his resurrection 
might not bear witness against tihemselves, 
would freely have put out the eyes pf this man 
again, that his $ight might not condemn their 
|>lindnes$. If we would see human perverse- 
ness in its utmost excels, and to what lengths 
of absurdity the hatred of truth will drive men ; 
there is no greater example upon earth than 
this we hare now before ua» But we have^ 
L 3 done 



d6Mi for the ' present with those who f^Jected 
iSke tnrfh ; and are now to eonsider the cas^ 
of the man w4io reeeroedk. 

He that finds Jesus Christy and follows him^ 
must bear his reproach : but his ga^s wiQ be £tit 
greater than his losses. 'This man being likely ta 
prove a troublesome witness against the Fhari*. 
lees^ they rid themselves of him as well 9^ they 
can ; and being themselves in posses^n of the 
law^ there is neitherlaw nor judge tocalltliem toy 
an account : but^ nevertibeless^ judgment huigs. 
over their heads. As to the man himself^ their 
r6nduct, though apparently against him> waa 
very much in his favour— for he could nevei^ 
more have any opinion of their judgmeiit i an4 
so great a difficulty in the way of every conw 
mon Jew as the auAority of the rulers, was, 
removed. He could never think of thek pe*-. 
sons afterwards, without hating and despi^g 
their opinions : and in consequence woul4 never 
after be deceived by them. He was in every 
respect a fit object for our Savioyjr's mercy—- 
he was bom in blindnes? : a sort of beginning 
that would not dispose his mipd to reject the 
light*: he was in so much poverty, that tfie hi- 
story 

* Heo dementiam ab bis initiii caustiawoUugD* ad cor 
perbiam sq genitos*. F^^.^* 



story tells us h^vH and b^gnd: the wcffki lifi4 
Affronted him* and bad ooiuieinned him 9gaiMt 
all sense and season^, when they could QQt 
answer him 9 €o he 3wa§ ia little danger from 
£&shion and opinion* ^se peits of learqlag 
and rcligian« He had a personal experience 
of the power of Jeans as a prophet sent bont 
God : and being thus prepared in mindf bodjFt 
and estate* he would have no objecti<m agaimt 
his unpopular duuaetert or against tbe w>y^ 
of hisjdoctnne. When Jesus heard that th^y 
bad cast him out* he fQundhim^ whence wf 
may presume he went after him s as \t wa^ imr 
lural for him to do» the man b^ing now one of 
those whom he came into the world to sedc .an4 
to 8av«9 a lost sheep; a sheep turned out of 
&e bid, and in want of al%epherd to take him 
up and recdve him. To this man our Savioui: 
p«t the question^ ^^ Dost liiou believe on this 
Son of God V* Hie man was already convincedt 
that he was a prophet^ and^ had affirmed it to 
the Pharisees; the question then must mean 
more than that ; and what can it mean, but the 
belief of his divinity i which it certainly did^ 
because in consequence of this belief, we are 
told, that he worshipped him. It has been 
already observed, how this man was prepared 
for a believer ; but his readiness is wondeiful c 
L 4 as 
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as 80on as he heard the name of the Son of God> 
lie asked, who is he, that I might believe on 
him ? Blessed and happy, however contempti* 
ble in tl\e world's esteem, is this poor man, so 
ready to believe ! How much do we now hear 
of those, who are not ready to believe 1 who 
Ibbking upon every act of feith as an act of 
weakness and enthusiasm, are ready for any 
thing rather than that ; and are never easy till 
Ifae world knows it. The gospel of Christ has 
Dot many recommendations for the great and. 
the wise : the blind can see it, the lame can go 
after it, the poor can purchase it : and all the 
greatness of man must put itself into their state^ 
and stoop to poverty of spirit, before it is possible 
to believe. In the two characters of the Pha- 
risees, and the person they thus cast put^ we 
have a pattern of the believer and the infidel^ 
which will hold true to the end of the world 5 
where the temper of the Pharisee is, there 
will Christ be unknown or rejected ; where the 
other temper is, of the man that was bom blind, 
there will Christ be accepted and valued, and 
no where else. It is the wise and righteous 
judgment of God, never to be thought upon 
but with the most profound reverence and 
submission, that the low should be exalted, and 
that the lofty should be made low; that the 

hungry 
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hungry should be filled; and the rich sentemptf 
away ; the ignorant enlightened, and the wise 
confounded. Por this purpose did our Lord, as 
he informs us, come into the world, that thii 
judgment might take place ; and this is the last 
part of the subject we are to consider : for the 
history is concluded, with this application of the 
whole.— For judgment, am I come into thir 
world, that they which see not might see, anA 
that they which see might be made blind. The 
language bf the gospel has many seeming coi> 
4radictions (called paradoxes), which when 
examined are strictly true and proper ; this is 
one of them* How can he be said to see that 
seeth not, or he to be made blind that has the 
use of his eye-sight ? The meaning is, that the 
gospel should make the poor and ignorant, who 
are. reckoned to see nothing, wise and know* 
bg in the things of God, but that it should 
make those, who are wise in their own conceit^ 
and think they see every thing, know less than 
they did before. In the reason and propriety 
of all this, God will be justified, when the 
case shall be explained to us : but the fact has 
been notorious in every age. We have the 
first instance of it in Paradise: ^^ Ye shall see,*' 
said Satan, and he was believed : in conse* 
quence pf which, m^n fell from light into dark- 
ness. 
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darkuessi Imawing aBd'^^afe8^ng» that like 
ae poof man ia^the gospfj^ ,vc dxolw%lHnd ^ 
tkit the li|^t,of all troeiknMisk^g^Js wanting, 
tfll tfae-Gpd that mad^ t^o-Si^ jse^s it idowm 
upoa IK !q39Pi Heaveo.; ib^ ,that^eyel^!WheQ 
light is come, the organ of sight is distem^ 
pered and ti^iiist be cured. ..This world too is 
so much before the eyes of men, that it will 
not permit them to view better things: let us 
arise then at the comm^d of Je$>us, and wash 
away that clay; 

From what we bisive se^i in the Pharisees;, 
let u^ beware the judgment of men, who would 
bear us down with their owa ^alse opinions^ 
the &shionable errors of the time^ and 
never have recourse to such judges to kno^y 
what the gospel is, and how far Jesus is to 
be received by us. When we see iato what 
excesses of absurdity ai^d envy they lyere 
carried through a conceit of false learning. 
Jet us put up the following petition, which in 
few words comprehends the whole moral of 
the subject. — Give us, O Lord, the sight of 
that man who had been blind from birth, and 
deUvcr us from the blindness of his judges, 
who had been learning all their lives and knew 
nothing : and if the world should cast us out, 
be found pf Thee whoip the wor^^ 

crucified i 
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crucified; and having followed the Light df 
thy TVuth ift th» w o r ld, w e may , t h ro ugh ihif* 
own merits and mediation, have with Thee the 
Light of Life in the everlasting glory of ttie 
world t(f>come,TAa««X^/ -r '^ 



SERMON 
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tiust, as such, partake of his nature. But it i« 
ehieflyso, when we consider that the end of 
it is to comniUQicate holiness to m^n, and 
lead him to holiness and purity of life. It callsf 
men to be separated from this world, which 
lieth iii wickedness^ and to become members 
0f the kingdom of God. From, thenceforth it 
$ets new objects before them, new good and 
iiew evil, and inspires them with new affec- 
tions, with love for the one, and hatred for 
the other. Its objects being all of an high 
and spiritual kind,, the precepts which are 
intended to lead us to them are all piireand 
holy, and the sum total of them all is ex|xres8ed 
in that one precept of the law, ^ Be ye ht^^for 
I am holy.^* Man is to be made fit for the pre-, 
sence of God ; but that Cannot be, unless he 
beccmies such as God is. Therefore the gospel 
saith. Blessed are the pure in hearty for they 
shall see God :" no other persons wiU be>fitfbr 
it ; it is therefore the design of the gospel ti> 
make them such. And this it doth, ix>t by le- 
Itraining men from sin, as the laws of the land 
5ind the terror of punishment do 5 hut by in- 
spiring them with an admiration of purity, and 
9 love towards it; for the sake of God who is 
purity itself. The gospel, as an introduction 
to the kingdom of heaven^ must be a lesson, of 

holiness; 
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holiness : It cannot be otherwise : and poor 
blind miftaken men^ who would make it con« 
ststent with unholiness^ know nothing about it, 
and can have no share in it. How precious 
then is the gospel^ if it can lead man to 
the glorious presence of God I It is therefore 
represented to us by something more precious 
than gold itself, even hy pearls: " cast not your 
pearls, ' saith the text. And in another text, 
the kingdom of heaven, which is still no other 
than the gospel, is like unto a merchant, seek- 
ing goodly. pearls : who, when he had found 
07ie pearl o( great price, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. So apposite is this com* 
parison, that even the history of the. pearl will 
afford us moral instruction. Pearls do not lie 
in the way of every common observer; they 
lie deep in the ocean ; he that would obtain 
them must seek for them ; and he that would 
purchase the best of them all must give a great 
price. So also must he who would purchase 
the gospel 5 he must seek it —he must give 
— the whole world for it ; nothing less will buy 
it I and he who would have it for less, shews 
that he is not worthy of it. The world, as men 
commonly understand and use it, is one great 
lie : he that would have the truth, must give 
it up. ^\ We have left all," said the disciples ; 
VOL. vii.* M and 
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and they ^d rfg^t : they were tftefclmnte ihsit 
knew how to reckoiiy and how to eirtimate : 
Ibey wer^ therefore sissuf ed wfiA they should 
have in tttotn : thfs pearl would mskt them 
amends for all they had giveft ts^^ 

But this pure^ this hotyy this faiestimabie 
lreasure> is »ot to be thrown away upon those 
who are incapabk of possessing k. Ik is not 
to be given to dogs orswine^ A dog is inca- 
pdble of that which is holy i if he were fed 
with a fimb irom a sacrifice^ it woutd In that, 
capacity be nothmg to him ; he wouki feed 
upon it^ as upon any contmon thing.^ Give a 
peail to^ swine, and it becomes a ihMg of no 
Value. It is the same with tneft. T^ many 
of them the gospel signifies no fttofe, than if 
you were to give a sacrifice to a dog 2 and its 
value is no more seen or imderStood, than 
when pearls are cast before the filthiest beasts 
in nature ^ who tread them under foe* as they 
would the mire of the streets. The author <rf 
the epistle to the Hebrews bids us think of 
what sore punishment they must be worthy, 
who have trodden tinder foot tht San of Gody 

and 

* The ancient Greeks had holj or sacred plac^ } they 
had even sacred iilands ^ but into such places k was not 
lawful to transport a do^. See Xenoph, Cjneg. cap. v. § 23. 



and counted ike blood €fthc citfeiiuntkvhwMiiA 
they were sbncti^d, waunkoly thix^\ w^^bd^ 
ing these sadred and precioiks things fts idogti 
and swine would regard and treat the greatest 
treasures of the world. lEkit of that sore pu^ 
moment such persons do not think^ because 
tfiey are iesensilyle of their o¥f« unwordiiness* 
From the animals by which they ;lre denoted, 
we may learn what temper they are of> and 
what is the true reason of dieir eontempt and 
kisi^nsibility. Hie chief qualities by which 
dogs and swine are distinguished^ me greedS^ 
ness, impudence^ and uhcleamuc^^ These :qua-* 
lities are odious in the worst of beasts > but 
hoW lAiich more so> when they are foimd in 
fnent worst of all> when they arc found in 
Christians ; I mean5 in those wh» are so 
called. And first, for their greediness. 

To a bad man this world is the great objeot. 
He thinks he never can have enough of it ; 
and he is resolved to get it by any manner of 
means* As one dog will snatch the meat from 
the mouth of another, so will he take to him- 
self the property, the prospects, the character, 
of another man. Hie dog is all for the present 
time ; so is he. The dog sees nothing beyond 
it ; no more doth he : if the appetite is sup- 
plied> it is all he looks for. ^hen the dog is 
M 2 hunting, 
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bunting, he thinks of 'nothing but his prey^. 
atid the man of the wixld, in all his pursuits, 
tliiiiks only of what he shall catch. The pro* 
phet complains of bad ; watchman under the 
naqtie of greedy .^^s,. which can never have 
enoughs Rooking every one for his own gdiui 
from ibis quarter. ^^Jssl hri, IK . Such men 
think only how they may get, and have and 
enjoy; as the dog when: he is hunting, thinksr 
only how he shall overtake and devour. How 
incessant are the labours of some .men in this: 
chace hunting the world; hunting one ano- 
ther; and snatching whatever they can from 
those who are upon, the same hunt widi them- 
selves ! These are the m^n who are sor fend of 
the doctrine of equality ;, they admire it of all 
things: ^t this shews their true character 9 
for a pack of dogs are all equal j all have the 
same rights ; all are born to hunt and devour. 
No dog gives any thing to another dbg : his 
rule is, to have it all to himself: and so little 
justice or mercy is there among these animals^ 
when the devouring principle takes place, that 
it is not an uncommon accident for one poor 
beast to be marked out for a victim ; in which 
case the rest fall upon him, and tear him to 
pieces. 
That fatal distemper of madness, commu* 

nicable 
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nicable to men and all four-footed beastd^ and 
so dreadful in its effects, begins wholly (to the 
best of our knowledge) in the species of ddgs ; 
and is therefore distinguished by the name of 
canine madness. Distempers of the same 
quality are bred in the minds of greedy nSen : 
distempers as unaccountable, as infectious, and 
as deadly as that which k bred in dogs. 
When they lose their religion, and all sense of 
another world, they are often given up to 
this malady ; and when one man hath it, he 
is as eager as a raVing dog to communicate 
the same to others. The doctrine of equality 5 
what is it, but the bite of a mad dog ? The 
" rights of man" is another bite : The doctrine 
of election, as the fanatics understand it, is- 
another ; and as the dog under his distemper 
leaves his home, and runs wild into the fields, 
and woods ; so do men with this notion in their 
heads, leave the church and go off into schism. 
In all these cases, we see how fast the in- 
fection spreads ; and how of^en it is incurable : 
reason and argument cannot reach it. What 
can the event bie, but that men shall worry and 
devour one another to the end of the world, 
unless God of his infinite mercy shall find 
some remedy ? And what does all this arise 
from but a dog-like greediness after this 
world ? This it is which makes men thp ene- 
M 3 mies 
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IDies of Gods the enemies of truths and tho 
enemies of one another. 

A gecond quality of the dog is impudence * 
the moft aatient of heathen poets compares a 
man to a dog on account of his impudence — be 
calls os» a shum^less dog. With the greedi* 
ness o| tine dogf there commonly goes the im^ 
pudeno^ of the «^g. There is scarcely any 
property Mfhich distinguishes a bad man- from 
a good one more than his impudence : there- 
fore (mpudqut iptien are great favourite^ with 
the authof of evil. Blessed are the meek^ says 
the Saviour : blasted are the impudent^ says 
the destroyer : ?n4 if there be any sort of grace, 
which it is in the power of Satan to bestow^ it 
is certainly this of itfipudence : ye may call it 
the deciles blessing. If he employs any person 
about his ow:n worlds and designs, he seems 
commonly to provide in the $rst place, that he 
be hnpudent. A love of truth, an honest heart, 
and a good intention, will make a man bold : 
piety and trust in God will make him patient : 
but a bad heax;t and a mischievous intentioQ 
will make him impudent ; and imless he is so^ 
he will have but little chance of succeeding m 
his imdertakings. If an honest man is met 
by any one in the road to evil, Ifio. i^ easily 
abashed^ apd his modesty saves \dm: but aii 

evil 
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«vil man^ if confronted and disappoaated,^ W 

gins again : his conscienoe feds no move thm 

Ills fksh would do« if tt had been seared witH 

a hot iron : if CQiifuted and expoaed^ ^e feela 

210 shame ; setlung hints kio^ unless it be thft 

loss of some worldly abject, or a miscaniagQ 

in some base 4esign : and even then he is not 

discouraged, but stitt per^veres:^^ repeats his 

old lies, renews his oid attemptfi« and as he 

begins, so he goes on, stedfast and unn]OV&- 

able. The^ are the naett tu whom Satan de- 

iights, and whom he employs upon the best <d 

his enterprijses. Lode, at soflie of the prmcipal 

oi those persons, who at this time are leaders 

in publK mischief!: see if [there is a laaodes^ 

man anumgst them : it canBOt be ; suda a maa 

would be of no worth in Aat partf^ And indeed 

you will generaUjT find, that the maa whose 

face can oppose every thing; goes naturaHy 

into ofpQsition ; ^t is &e <stage on which his 

talents are displayaed; iChe face ;af an ho|; can 

make its way through an hedge of thorns* 

But there is another quality remaining; 

. which is that of uncleaimess. For this the 

two animals of our text are brought tqge- 

th^ by St. Peter. Christians are called away 

that they may escape the pollutiom qf the 

U)orld: but many return to them again, and 

M 4 become 
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become as they were before. This is illus* 
trated in the following words. — It happened 
unto them according to the true prot^erb ; the 
dog is turned to his own vomit again j and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in the 
mire, lliese practices are loathsome: but 
they are no more than a sign of the more loath- 
some ways of those people, who forsake the 
grace of God for the pollutions of the world. 
Nothing is really unclean in the sight of God, 
but sin, which defileth the soul and spirit. 
Devils are called unclean spirits from their 
wickedness ; though in them there can be no 
such thing as bodily impurity. A soul defiled 
with sin is as contrary to- the nature of God, 
as a beast wallowing in the mire is hateful and 
adverse to man ; and a soul returning to the 
sin it had forsaken, falls into as loathsome an 
habit as that of the dog ; who never can be 
raised above his nature, and cured of his odi- 
ous manners : education will never mend him ; 
he will be a dog still as he was before. 

When we meet with men of these ill quali- 
ties, of such men we, as Christians, are to be- 
ware ; for we shall do them no good, and if 
they can they will do us harm : therefore, says 
the apostle, bezvare of dogs ; for there were 
persons, particularly the unbelieving Jews at 

that 
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that time^ vrho beset the preachers of the gos- 
pel, as dogs fall upon a stranger. Ill men arm 
themselves against those who reprove them j 
end if a man is given up to ihis worlds nothing 
provokes him more than when he is tpld of an^ 
other world. It was declared, in the language . 
of prophecy, that Christ should be persecuted 
by evil men, in that passage of the twenty-se* 
cond Psalm — " many dogs are come about me, 
the council of the wicked layeth siege against 
me." It is the same with the followers of 
Christ at this day : they who do not receive the 
truth, will always hate, and despise, and con- 
tradict, and persecute, and snarl at, and bite 
those who deliver it. If any one hears the gos- 
pel, he can very seldom hear it with indiffe- 
rence ; it either pleases him or provokes him : 
and provoked he must be, if he belongs to the 
class of people we have been describing. For 
the gospel tells a man he must deny himself; 
how will he bear that, if he is greedy ? it tells 
him he must renounce the world : how will he 
bear that, if it is the great idol of his affec- 
tions ? and if it be the pride and business of 
his life to follow the forms and fashions of the 
world ; he will be out of patience when he 
hears, that a Christian must not conform to it ; 
that he must not do as the world does. 

Every 
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You see therefore what you must he* ia 
order to receive and value the gospel 5 you 
must put av^ay those sins and corruptions 
which hinder the reception of it. Into the place 
of greediness and in^atiablenessj, you must 
admit self denial : for impudence you must ad** 
mit of an humble, contrite spirit ; intemperance 
and uncleanness must be e:{(changed for holi- 
ness and purity : then will you love the truths 
and delight to hear it preached. Then shall 
we ever be ready to give you that which is 
holy, and cast pearls at your feet ; knowing 
that they will be taken up with reverence, and 
valued according to their worth. The text 
says, cast ye not your pearls. What a blessing 
i$ that ! the gospel hatb put us in possession dt 
them: these pearls are our property: God 
hath given them; and all the world cannot 
take them away : neither moth nor thieves can 
touch then) : nothing can forfeit them but our 
4wo unworthiness, and the indulgence of baM 
Hiftd grovelling affections. Which may God 
Almighty prevent, for the sake of Jesus Qirist 
our lUrdi tQt whom, &c. 
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JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM, I AM THE WAY, ANl^ 

THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. 

xIE who would be happy in this world, and 

in the world to come, must know Jesus Christ, 

and love him, and keep his commandments. — ^ 

By knowing him, I do not mean that we should 

have personal knowledge of him, as Petef had, 

when he said. Lord, thou knoxvest that I love 

thee. It is sufficient for us to know what he is : 

:eive him with the heart and affections ; 

I it be not possible that we should see him 

eyes of the body. To the eye of 

faith 
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faithhe is visible enough^ for all the purposes of 
salvation ; and so the words of St. Peter imply, 
where he says— a;Aa7n having not seen ye love ^ 
in whom^ though ye notv see him not, yet believ^ 
ingj ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
ofgloi^. Such joy must every man feel, wheif 
his eyes are opened, and Jesus Christ is revealed 
to him y and no words can reveal him to us 
more effectually than the words of this text.— Jt 
Blessed are the eyes which can see him as he is 
here described! That you may be able to dd 
this, I shall make them as plain and easy as I 
can: and if there be any among you, who have 
not seen him yet, may God bring such out of 
darkness into light; that their eyes may not bi 
closed in death, till they have seen the salvation 
ofGodl 

I proceed to ^ew you, how truly these three 
terms, the umy^ the truth j and the Ufti describe 
to us the character of Jesus Christ : and first I 
shall shew, how he is the way. - 

We are all departed from God : our disobe^ 
dience drove us from Paradise, to wander aboivt 
this world ; and nothing but disappointment 
and misery can attend us, till we find God whom 
we had lost, and return to him again. We are 
all gone out of the way: and instead of seeking 
after God, we are always seeking after some- 
thing 
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thing else. We have some visiod of hap^inesd 
before us» to which Cod i& not necessary; in 
which he has no shaire~*GtM{ is n^t in eUl their 
thoughts, saith the prophet. Her6 are two 
very bad circumstances : first, that We are lost^ 
and next^ that we hare neither power not iti^ 
clination to return. The poor sheep^ straying 
in the wilderness, when wolveS are abroad^ 
cannot be in a worse case. It wHs the wolf 
which first made us wander. Such doctrine a9 
a wolf would give to a sheep, sudh <lid the 
tempter give to man ; aod in consecj^ucticd of it, 
he has been wandering ever sincls-^he is in a 
xoilderness zokere there is no ways no footsteps 
are to be seen: We may go over the whole 
worldi and find no way that will lead us to God i 
every way of man carries us farther from him. 
The way in which he commonly walketh is 
called a shadow / it is only an image and outr 
Ward Semblance of life, which, like a shadow, 
soon departeth. Try all his ways by this rule, 
and ydu will find them all alike. When he is 
in the way to be rich, he is laying up for some 
other to gather when he is gone. If he is in the 
way to b? happy, his pleasures turn into thorns 
and vexations. If he is in the way to b€ great, 
a short time will put him upon a level with the 
est of mankind. If he is in the Way to ht 

.wise. 



stKU. X. the Truths and Ihd Life. il!^ . 

wise^ his wisdom is a wisdom of words. If hpi 
is a discoverer^ he brings in a fresh generar 
tion of terms ; persuading the world that he 
has new knowledge^ because he has new 
expreflions. Thus is man constantly seeking 
the way» but be is .still estrwg^d from It^ an4 
misses his true object. It was therefore inti- 
mated of old that a way is prepared, which man 
can neither n^ake nor.fipd. Jacob's visionary 
ladder had this use : it foreskewed, that there 
should be a communication between earth and 
heaven: a met]iiod cf descending from heaven, 
and of ascending from the earth. This ouf 
Saviour applies to his own person. He is that: 
ladder by which man is to ascend to God : an^ 
to attempt it without him, is to think we caa 
step i$to the clouds. Man can no more make 
his own communication with God^ than he cai^ 
mAke fi ladder to heaven. Christ must be our 
mediator, before he becomes our teacher ; and 
of this we can give you another proof. When 
man was shut out of paradise, sijlaming sword 
was interposed to keep the way of the tree of 
]ife. When man left that seat of bliss, labour 
and dedth wete before him, and vengeance wa^ 
behind him. There was no return for him into 
paradise, without passing the fire of that sword. 
This is the thing which Christ did for us : he 

suffered 
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suffered that fire, and survived it ; and thus h^ 
recovered for us the way to paradise : he over- 
came this sharpness of death, and opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers: and from 
the story of the malefactor upon the cross, we 
may know, what was true of him, may be trua 
of us all s we may all be with him this day in 
paradise. 

There is no way to the favoiff of God, or to 
the knowledge of God ; no entraftce adminis^ 
tred, but by Jesus Christ ; who beifig the only 
mediator, is also the only teacher^^^i^ho shews 
us the way in which we arip to walk. Xhia 
was one great end of his coming : wd-all thei 
world hath known and confessed, till -of very 
late years, that the way of man is not in him^ 
self: it must be revealed to him. And as al 
way is wanting to all mankind, it is necessaly 
all should understand it. The prophet there* 
fore speaks of it as an highway , such as all may. 
see and understand, if they will walk in it. 
What can be easier to every capacity, than the 
rule of example ? We have nothing to do but 
to look at Christ ; and all is plain. Learn of 
^e, says he, for lam meek and lozvly in keart, 
Gn^d ye shall find rejl to your ^ow/^.— Math* ik 
^^. vHow short, and how proper ! How suited 
^1 our case ! — while the world gives a very dif- 
ferent 
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ferent lesson. — " Learn of me, for I am proud 
and high spirited, and ye shall find nothing but 
disquiet and labour of heart." The blessed 
Apostle repeats a lesson corresponding with that 
of his Master — Be ye followers of me, even as 
I am of Christ. How heavy is the burthen of 
the world, when compared with the yoke of 
Christ ! ilow laborious and difficult is the way 
of fashion, when compared with the way to 
heaven ! This short, plain rule, of following 
Christ, would deliver us all. 

And as for that other way ; that valley of the 
shadow of death, in which we must all walk, 
there Chriist hath gone before us, and shewed 
us the path of life: so that we may all say with 
the Psalmist, j^ea, though I walk through the 
valley , of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy stqf, 
they shall comfort me. We shall find the way, 
as sheep are directed across a ford by the shep- 
herd : and though that ford be as wide and as 
deep as the Red Sea, it will make no difference: 
the bondage of Egypt will then be left behind, 
and Canaan will be in full view before us ; to 
which the rod and staff of this great Shepherd 
will conduct us in safety. 

But now let us consider the second capacity 
in which Christ appears to us ^ that of the truth. 

YOL. VII. N Whc^ 
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be shed ; and so it is nothing. We are told of 
a redemption from Egypt ; but that was a tem- 
porary redemption : nothing will save us but 
an eternal redemption^ of which that was a 
figure ; but the truth is in Christ : he is the true 
I^mb, the true Moses, the true Aaron, the true 
Joshua : he is the truth of all that were before 
him; the true leader and captain of the people 
irf'God ; the true priest, the true sacrifice : and 
this was probably the glorious subject of his Ex* 
odus, about which Moses and Elias talked with 
him at his transfiguration. For neither Moses 
nor the prophets have any other truth : Christ; 
is the sum and substance of all. 

But I ventured to say, that the natural or 
created world itself has no truth without him : 
and I am persuaded you will find the assertion 
true. For look at some of the world's first ob- 
jects^ and examine them. We see and admire 
the light of the day ; and we may say with the 
wise man, ^^ truly the light is sweet, and a plea* 
sant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun." 
But this is the light of the eye : it is not the light 
of the mind : Christ is that light; and therefore 
he calls himfelf the true light, whom the sun 
in the heavens points out to us as the sun of 
righteousness. The natural light of the day 
cannot enlighten a man that is bora blind : but 
N 2 the 
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When we lost our watfy we lost the truth at 
the same time. When Satan shewed a way of 
knowledge, truth was no longer to be found. — 
The different opinions among men ; that vain 
jangling, as the apostle calls it, is a proof that 
there is no truth among them. Let any man 
hear what philosophers have said about God,^xid 
he will soon see what human truth is. But the 
truth of God is this : that the Father sends hisSor 
into the world, that all that believe in Him ma 
be saved. This no philosopher ever thought r 
But this is the truth, on which man has depend' 
ever since it was said in paradise, *^ these , 
*' of the woman shall bruise the serpent sliea 
The great end of revelation was to keep up ■ 
explain this truth, which was fulfilled in the 
son of Christ. Without him neither the 
nor the prophets, nor even the world itself, 
any truth in them. What are all the ty\ 
.the law of Moses ? What is that greatett 
the passover ? It ia nothing, unless yqu 
it, Christ our passover is sacrificed for Hi. 
law had a shadow of good things to ^ 
the body and substance, fitim wbei 
dow wa$ formed, is of Chrisb.;^1 
blood of Christ, no4j 
and of gw 
caonoLde 
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our Saviour is to be understood. He that is 
the Way, and the Truth, is also the Life 3 and 
what a blessed hearing is this in such a world 
as ours, where death spoils every prospect, dis* 
solves all society, and renders every possession 
Vain and empty ! What is your life ? It is j^ 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth; like a cloud that passes over our 
heads before the wind, and is gone. Even a 
wise Heathen can tell us, that it is rather death 
than life; and that the only real life is to be 
found, not in this world, but out of it. Ask the 
man of pleasure how he find$ it ? He must 
answer, according to matter of fact, (if he has 
any sense in him) that it is a life, which through 
the fear of death brings him into continual bond* 
age- The thought of death may be profitable» 
as it leads us toward another world ; but it tum3 
Hiis into a Golgotha, a place of a scull; a place 
to which men are brought only to be executed. 
When the Saviour appears in it, it is no longer 
that lamentable place it was before; its very 
nature is changed: for when he beheld the 
funeral procession of a young man that was car- 
ried out to be buried, and the widow his mo- 
ther following, he said unto her, toeep not : and 
what he said to her, he saith to us all : it is a 
voice to the whole Christian world. He who 

spako 
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spake these words to that poor widow, was him- 
self the resurrection and the life, and was about 
to raise her son. She did not know that, and 
therefore she wept. But now we all know it ; 
and therefore we ought not to weep. 

Since the resuirection of Christy death is no 
death, because he has no sting ; for sin is the 
sting of death : and when sin is taken away, as 
by the atonement of Christ, death should no 
longer be terrible. Hence the apostle exclaims, 
O death, where is thy sting ? For if Christ be, 
risen^ it is a proof that the debt is paid ; and 
that sin, which kills us all, is no longer im- 
puted. 

From the history of man it is known, that if 
sin had not entered, man would not have died ; 
for death cometb by sin ; without it there would 
have been none. The life of paradise would 
have teen sustained perpetually by the tree of 
life. But when man fell into sin, he was driven 
from Ae tree of life, to return to the dust out of 
which he was taken. To restore {hat life which 
we lost in Adam, and give us that to which the 
tree of life would have raised us, the Saviour 
came into the world. How much more than 
this his own words may promif^ to us, we can- 
not affirm ; but he tells us—/ am cofne that ye 
might have life, and that ye might have it more 
N 4 ftbiindantly: 
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abundantly : whence we may gather indubi- 
tably, that the life which we obtain through' 
Christ is better than we should have derived 
from Adam \ and that for this reason he is called 
the Tree of Life : he does what that would 
have done, and more : and as we have no title 
but through him, he is therefore called our 
Life. 

It is a plain doctrine, and generally under- 
stood, that Christ becomes our life by his re- 
surrection from the dead; and that therefore 
be calls himself the resurrection and the life : 
but the gospel teaches, that Christ is our life 
before the resurrection of the body; there 
being a resurrection to grace and newness of 
life, which begins here, and is the pledge and 
earnest of the resurrection of the body. Modern 
Christians seem to think that the christian 
religion is a history (a very true history) of 
things without us: but is it not also a hi- 
story of something within us ? does it not also 
preach up a principle of life, given to Christians . 
at this time, and distinguishing them from a 
dead world that lieth in darkness ? is not Christ 
now a life to animate and revive the dead ; as 
well as a light to instruct the ignorant ? Doth 
not the prophet say the same — axvake thou that 
steepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 

shall 
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shall give thee light? Can the sun of the spring 
shew itself, without raising the roots that lie 
buried in the earth ? Even so, he that gives 
light must give life at the samq time, and by 
tlie same act. And this must be the life of 
which Christ himself speaketh, where he saith, 
he that believeth in me, though he were dendyel 
shall he live ; and he that liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die. This must be meant of 
that spiritual life with which we now live : 
and the occasion on which the words were 
spoken, the resurrection of Lazarus, relates to 
the same: for Martha had saidj I koow that 
he shall rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day. But this confession was not sufficient ; 
the resurrection of Lazarus was to shew some- 
thing more: it was to shew, not only, that the 
hour is coming, but that it now is, when the 
dead in sin hear his voice and come forth. 
Reason therefore requires that the words which 
follow should be strictly taken— "I am the resur- 
rection and the life'^.— -and were they not strictly 
fulfilled, when the Gentile world were raised 
up by the gospel from that hopeless death of 
sin in which they lay? And are they not now 
fulfilled in eveiy sinner, who at this time is 
raised up from the death of sin to ike Ufa of 

righlscusncss t 
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righteousness? To such Jesus Christ is nozv 
Ihe resurrection and the life : but there are 
many who say with M^tha, that they beliteve 
the resurection at tlie last day^ without seem- 
ing to regard or understand this : but blessed 
a^nd holy is he who hath part in this first resur- 
rection : to him Christ is truly the lifes and 
over him the second death shall have no 
power. 

I have now shewed you, how just a descrip- 
tion the text hath given us of Jesus Christ ; 
and firom that you may learn the value of bis 
religion ; and what a blessing it is to us all 
that we are still in possession of it ; for if we 
lose that, we lose all* The world would no 
longer be a place fit to live in. If there be any 
such thing as a religion without Christ, you 
may judge what it must be : it can neithei: 
shew us the way, nor tell us the truth, nor 
give us the fife ; and that must be a strange 
religion. It has no teacher to shew us the 
way ; no mediator to prepare it. It leaves us 
like sheep in a desert ; departed from God, 
and not knowing how to return to him. If 
we try to be wise, we are ever learning, aftd 

t able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

.w are shocked at the brevity and vanity 

of 
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of man in this world> we aee no remedy. The 
richest and feirest parts of the earthy whatever 
trees and fruits they may produce, have no 
tree of life. Death reigns without controul: 
for whatsoever the various schemes of man's 
wisdom may promise, not one of them all ever 
pretended to give l(fe. 

How devoutly thankful ought we to be (or 
that inestimable blessing which God hath be- 
stowed upon us, in giving us his only begotteii 
S(Hi, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not peri^ but have everlasting life ! The wajf 
to heaven lies right before us, and is so plain 
that a child may find it. We have knowledge 
of that truth, which is above all truth : and 
we partake of that life, which is a life of " 
eternity. 

We shall be thankful in the only proper 
manner, and as God requires, if we take ad* 
vantage of these blessings, and use them as 
we ought. 

Therefore, if Christ be the way; let us re- 
turn to God by him : let us pray, with him for 
our intercessor ; and then we shall have access 
to God. It is the custom in the East to this 
day for persons to gain access to some great 
and powerful man, by sending an offering be- 
fore them to prepare the way. Our offering is 

Christ: 
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Christ: we offer him to the Father, and we are 
accepted in the beloved. Paradise itself is open 
to those who seek it in this manner : no flaming 
, sword is now in the way, to stop them fronl 
the tree of life. 

If Christ be the Truth', let us find him in the 
word of truth. Let us learn how he is the 
end of the law for righteousness : how it all 
points to him, and is fulfilled in him. Let us 
look unto him through the works of the crea- 
tion, and learn how he is the truth of nature : 
the true vine; the true bread ; ' the true light ; 
the'truth of every thing our eyes can see, that 
is great and valuable in the world. Till we 
see this use and sense of nature, the siin may 
give light to our eyes, but it gives none to our 
minds. 

If Christ be the Life, let him be our life. As 
man liveth not by the bread of earth alone, but 
by the bread of heaven ; let us go out to gather 
that manna, where it is to be found (and 
as often as it is to be found) 'at the table of the 
Lord. Christ our passover being sacrificed for 
us, let us keep the feast : and let us think it 
a feast ; as indeed it is, in comparison of which 
'•Jl that is in the world is emptiness and fa- 
ine. Christ being also the true Tree of Life, 
e old prohibition is no longer in force against 

US; 
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us ; we may now with safety put forth our 
hand, and take of the treeoflife^ and eat^ and 

live for ever. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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SERM. XI. The Case of the Law Stated. 191 

inherit the promise ; because the promise had 
been made to the faith of Abraham before the 
law ; and had it afterwards been given to the 
law, it would have been taken from faith; 
and so the whole together would have been a 
contradiction. But as the promise had first 
been given to faith, it could not be given to the 
law afterwards ; and it was not given : for the 
law answers other purposes, as we shall see. 

That the promise is given to faith, the case 
of the great father of the Church was intended 
to shew. Gk)d called Abraham from his friends, 
that he might go out to a land which he had not 
seen : he commanded him to devote his son to 
God, and he obeyed : in consequence of which 
he received the promise.— AW / know that 
thou fearest God — thou didst not withhoULthy 
son — in blessing I will bless thee, &c. Few 
words are here wanted to shew, what sort of 
religion is most pleasmg to God. It is the re- 
ligion of Abraham ; which leaves father and 
mother, and forsakes the world, at the call of 
God ; which believes, his word, while appear- 
ances argue the contrary ; and resigns itself to his 
will, though he requires what is most valuable 
in life. In a word, it shews, that God is 
pleased with faith, and that without faith it is 
impossible to please him— A^ believed in the 

Lardy 



S^kM^xz. The Ctiseqfihe Law Suited.: 19^ 

his pleasure^ his childjren, his friends, when 
Cod requires s and then be will have Christ in 
return. Hii^ is the true religion, which leads 
men to salvation, and which always did so j^ 
and it is as plain and easy as it is true. 

But with this religion o£ faith, there was an- 
other sort of service^ another necessary rule of 
obedience to God, called the law : concerning 
which the text infonns us, that they who were 
of it could not be heirs ^ that is, could not 
thereby be intitled to inherit the blessing wluch 
God had promised to Abraham. And, I be- 
lieve, whoever shall examine the law of Moses^ 
will find that no such promise is any where 
added to the works of the law. The apostle 
expressly declares the contrary: by the deeds 
qfthe law shall no fiesh he justified in his sight c 
Ufid again s a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds qf the law.. Rom. iii. 20, 28. Cer- 
tain it is then, that if the law cannot/i^^j^ y it 
could give life ; and if it could not give it, it 
could not promise it ; and accordingly It never 
did* . But here the Jew made a hts^} mistake. 
Jie went about, thinking it possible '.u establish 
the sufficiency of his own righteousness by the 
de^ds of the law ; and so he failed of that other 
righteousness which God had imputed to 
Abrah^. It is np disparagenent to the law 

vox. vxi. o i€ 
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of Mosf^s, that H <K(1 not give righteousness ; 
lior s|iould we hence Imagine that the law andf 
die promise were m opposHion: God forbid \ 
for if there bad been a law gWei>9 which could 
have given life, V^Iy righteousness shpukl faav^ 
)>een by the law y it Was the most excellent sys- 
tem which could be for the purpose : but froraf 
the nature of man that could pot possibly be. 
The scripture had concluded aU nieii, had as 
it were shut them all up together, under a Sen- 
tence of s}nand condemnation: sothat justifi- 
ciaticm must be brought in some other way } 
which way IS that of faith $ and a counting of 
that for righteousness, which in itself was not 
ligt^teoiisne^s, till God pleased to make h so. 
It wouI4 surely have been, a s^ran^^e thhig, if 
the law h^d prpmised what it could pot^ve': 
imiHnuch hath beeq said about tbi^ to. little 
purposes but there 19 in. the mean &ne a gi^at 
and useml question which deserves to be u- 
swered^ For if the law cduM not jpve life, 
what wa« the design of it, and what end did it 
answer ? The apostle instr\i(ts us, that k was 
added because of transgression ; and that ft 
was a schoolmaster unto Christ. We; are 
therefore to examine into the signification of 
these two characters. 
Aiid ^irst, the law vfz% added because qf 

transgression^ 



transgressitmf If It was added, there wa$ 
something; in tise before it, to which it ww 
added by way of preservation, m order to lessejpi 
tran^rcssion for the time to come. The ca^e 
wa$ this : from Adam to Noah^ and down to 
Abraham^ there bad been n practice of diviq^ 
worship, which comprehended the chief insti- 
tutions of that law which was afterwards wril^ 
ten. This worship, the people whom we call 
Heathens, and who are supposed to hav0 
arisen kom^ the confusion at SabctJ^ bad cof^ 
Tupted, and had turned the rites of it to the sei^ 
yice of fialae gods ; whom they worshipped with 
such abominable practicesaji made them hate- 
ful to the true Goj>i and c^ course very dange* 
Tous compcuiions to bi» people^ Thi^t Abraham 
jBoi^t esc&pe this dangery, God called hit^frofa 
lufl family, who are said to haver served pth^ 
gods ; (Josh.xxiv. 2.) and for the same reason 
hi» posterity were separated from all oth^r pc<p^ 
pie :: and when they were to be settled in the 
iabd of Canaan, the nations of Idolaters were 
vdriv^aout. The first form in which God gavje 
'his law was that of the ten comm^rnentsj 
.•and . the first of these forbidsi the worship of 
^.^trangc godsj as doth the second the inventioii 
of images, which was the. constant wickedness 
'pf the heathens.: And this> without any thing 
"... i . > \ o 2 farther/ 
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u^ritr. IS sufficient to shew, what kind of 

trRnscvss!on the law was added to prevent, 

an.; «h^^ the transgressors were. What the 

irtchcnitt was which drew mankind away 

tc^ the l^Kef and worship of false Gods, it 

i-^jix' rot be easy for us, at this distance of time, 

^^ octect and understand. The shortest way is 

10 wpposc, what is certainly true, that idolatry 

n^$ a subtle invention of the devil: and we 

kiv>w what he can do, and what absurdities 

men can receive and embrace, from what is at 

this time stirring in the world. Certain it is, 

diat the company of these Heathens always 

^fcM a snare tathe people of God; of whom it 

is too truly said, that they transgressed against 

tke God oj^ their fathers, and went a whor^ 

hfg qfter the gods of the people of the lofid, 

wAmi God destroyed before them. We are 

to note well that expression, they went , q 

whoring : for as fornication and adultery are 

lutts of the body ; so is disaffection to the true 

God^ and a love of unclean idols, a lust of the 

winds which ill company and bad teaching are 

sure to excite. For this cause God divided his 

people from the Heathens, and laid them under 

every possible obligation for their security, by 

' istitutions of the law of Moses ; as a good 

' would keep his son from the seducing 

company 
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company of profligates and blasphemers^ Man/ 
of the Mosaic laws are preservatives against 
heathenism : but there is one law, of equal> 
effect with all the rest< this is, the distinction 
of meats into clean and unclean, in the 11th of 
Leviticus. By this law Heathens and Jews- 
could npt eat together, and so could not live 
together* God tells them in direct words, that 
the design of this law was to keep them sepa« 
rate firom the Heathens, and all their abo* 
minable customs— j^^ shall be holy unto me§ 
for' I the Lord am hofy, and have severed you 
fW>m other people that ye should be mine. 

Thus was the law concerning beasts undei^ 
Stood ; for this end was it observed ; and thus is 
It applied and interpreted in the Acts of the 
Apostles : where Peter, referring to his visioa 
of the animals in the sheet, saith ; ye know how 
that it is an unlaivful thing for a man that is a 
Jew to keep company, or eome unto one qfan^' 
other nation ; but God hath shewed me (by pit- 
ting an end to the distmction of meats) that t 
should not (now) call any man common or un^ 
clean. The separation was now at an end i 
and therefore this law, which had k(^pt it up, 
was no more to be observed. 

This law, as I have said, which ferbid them 

to Mi with Heathens^ made it impos^ble to 

o3 liv9 
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libe with them} and this might be slrfficient to 
account for it« But it is delightful to see, how 
that law which kept up the distinction^ com<« 
prehended in itself the sense and reason of the 
distinction. Forbidden meats were so fixed 
on as to resemble forbidden men \ and lawful 
meats» properly understood^ were so many les-* 
ssons of purityi patience, obedience, and inte-j 
grity. 

To this question then, wherefore serveth the 
laxv ? the apostle, we see, is right in one of hi$ 
answers : it was added to the Patriarchal reli* 
gion, to prevent those transgressions and abch 
minations which heathenism had brought itito 
it. In his second reasen we shall find him as 
right as in the first ; namely, that the law wa$ 
a schoolmaster unto Christ. And when Chri$t 
came» the Jews, who had Txen under this 
schoolmaster, ought to have known him im« 
mediately, and to have said : ^^ These mew and 
wonderful things, which we are taught to 
Tjelieve of Jesus Christ, are the very same iq 
«ense and substance with what we all have 
seen and been acting over from the beginning 
4of our law. As children are sent to a 
schoolmaster to acquire the first rudiments 
of learning,. so have we been brought up to 
leara thes^ things: and as ghildr^n are shut up 
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in a school, so have we been shut up from th^ 
world, to practise over continually those signs 
and figures which describe to us jesui 
Christ" 

. For, IS Jesus Christ a mediator between Go4 
and man? And had not we our mediator. 
)Moses, between God and us» at Mount Sinai? 
Is Christ the true high priest of God? And 
have not we always been used to the sight of an 
high priest and his ministry ? Is he a sacrifice 
for the sin of the world ) And hath not the 
blood of sacrifices always been shed amongst 
us for atonement and sanctification, and always 
taught us that without shedding of blood there 
is no remission ? Is Christ the lamb of God 
redeeming us by his bk)od» and turning aws^ 
the wrath of God? And did not a lamb m 
Egypt save us by ks blood from the destroying 
angeU when the first-bom of Egypt were slain? 
They say Christ is the true pa^soven And is 
he not in every respect like the passover we have 
been used to? How wonderful is it that his 
bones were not broken when he hung upon the 
cross 1 but were not we fi^rbidden to break a 
bone of the paschal lamb ? They say he hath 
ascended into heaven, there to appear in th^ 
presence of God for us ; and did not our high 
priest go yearly into the most holy place of the 
' o'4 tempk. 
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temple^ and r^turtl from thence to bless the peo** 
pie, as the Comforter is now sent down from 
JTesus Christ in heaven^ These and many 
^dier like things have we learned under our 
Schoolmaster the law; and If we do not now see 
and understand them, after we have so long 
Ibeen used to them, we must be lost in igno** 
ranee, and incapable of receiving information. 
' What I have here said forthe Jew,he should 
jhiave said for himself j and he would have said 
if, had not the love of this world, together with 
a vain trust in the letter of the law, and in his 
own righteousness built upon it, blinded his 
eyes and hardened his heart. And when be 
had blundered in the begbning, by rejecting 
Jesus for not encouraging him in the love of 
fliis world; his pride would never condescend 
to compare the figures of the law, to see whether 
these things were so. He had determined that 
Jesus was not the Christ before he had enquired ; 
$0 he would never enquire after he had deter- 
mined. Wonder not that the Jew thus Qrred; for 
fot the Christian world is still fullof such Jewish 
(icholars, who begin where they should end; 
Who first determine, and are never afterwards 
disposed to enquire. Instead of beginning with 
the wisdom of God, and from thence deriving 
the wisdom of man^, they begm with what man 

has 
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has established, and thereby they judge God, 
M the Jews crucified Christ. 

An examination of the text has enabled us 
to lay down such certain principles as will cor- 
rect some modem mistakes. The law, you see, 
did not give life. It could not give it, because 
the promise had given it before : and had the 
law giren it, the promise must have lost it.— 
Some have hence concluded, that the Jews un- 
der the law had no knowledge of another life 
and another world. But what do they mean ? 
that while the Jews practised the book of Le- 
viticus^ they were not permitted to read the 
book of Genesis, which told them of the fall of 
inan from life to death ; of the promised seed i 
of the life, and pilgrimage, and deaths and bu- 
rial, of the patriarchs ; of the intercourse of man 
with God and with his angels?? Could they 
know these things, and know nothing of an- 
other world ? Is such an opinion worthy of a 
4nan of learning, which is scarcely worthy of a 
child ? We allow it to be true as a fact, that 
the Jews preferred the carnal part of their law, 
and neglected the spiritual : but it is much to 
be lamented that any Christians should follow 
them in their mistake, and lay the fault upon 
Ae bible, as if the books of Moses were wholly 
secul^rt 3ut as thi3 has been done^ it was 

wise 
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wise in the Church of 'England to provide against 
this error in her seventh artick; where we are 
rightly taught, that m the Old Testament and 
New everlasting life is offered to mankind by 
Jesus Christ ; and that they are not to be heard^ 
xvhich feign that the old fathers did look, only for 
transitory promises. 

It seems indeed true, that the promises of 
God, so far as they are added to the law of 
works, are transitory, and do relate to this 
world only. The promises of the law afe given 
to two covenants ; so it has promises and better 
promises^ 5 promises temporal, ahd promises 
spiritual. And are not Christians at this day 
upon the same terms ? have they not a promise 
of this world, and of that which is to come I J 
look upon the cases of the Jew and the Christian 
as perfectly similar ; and that as temporal bless- 
ings were given to the due observance of the 
law of Moses, so the promise of this world is 
given to the keeping of God*s commandments, 
while faith only can entitle us to the promise of 
the world to come. 

A good argument for the divine original of 
the law of Moses may be founded upon its tem- 
poral promises. For who but God, the Proprie- 
tor of the World, and the Disposer of all Events, 

coijJd 
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could fulfil those promises ? Human lawgivers 
have Skddcd punishments ^nd penalties, iot those 
are in their power; but they never added prtn 
mises, which were out of their power. Who 
was it that could bring armies of aliens to vex 
and punish the sins of Isr^eU and who. could 
turn them to flight, but the same God, who 
could blow with his wind^ and carry an army 
of locusts into the Red Sea ? Therefore a law 
promising and threatening such things as are 
above man^ could come only from God, wb^ 
was able to fulfil his promises. And unless the 
nation, wha were so many ages under the law, 
had found them true, they would have had no 
reason to remain any longer under it. The ar- 
gument is very plain, and can never be an- 
swered. 

When we reflect on the case of the Jews, and 
the principle on which they fell away, it must 
occur to our minds (because we see too much 
of it before our eyes) that Christians fall away 
after the same example. They are born under 
the promises of the gospel ; but they aim at 
nothing more than the keeping up of a moral 
character, because common honesty is absolutely 
requisite to those who would obtain and enjoy 
the blessings of this life. But when will you 
find such people at their bibles ? When will 

you 
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you find them at their prayers'? m^ben wO! 
you find them at any good work for the tove of 
Christy and the prospect of an heavenly king- 
dom ? If all these were selected out of a copn- 
try called Christian (profligates and atheists I 
take not into the account), and we were to add 
to them the multitude of those who justify 
themselves, and expect to be saved by their own 
works as the Jews did, there would be left a 
remnant, but only a remnant, of those who keep 
th^ &ith, and follow the steps, and look for the 
reward of their father Abraham. 

That we may understand these things better 
every day, may God of his mercy grant, thiougl^ 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

To whom, &c. 
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IT FAITH XHB WALLS QF JERICHO, F£LI, 
DOWK9 AFTER THEt WSRS COMPASSED 
ABOUT SEVEN DAYS. 

BY FAITH THE HARLOT RAHAB PERISHED 
KOT WITH THEM THAT BELIEVED NOT» 
WHEN SHE HAD RECEIVED THE SPIES 
WITH PEACE. 

It is the doctrine of the gospel, that salvation 
is from faith, and destruction from unbelief. In 
this scripture the apostle sets before us a striking 
example of both, in the fall of the city of Jeri- 
cho, and the deliverance of Rahab the harlot. 

Faith is the evidence of things not seen : hf 
which it is to be understood, that &ith proves 

to 
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to the mind of a'HeBcVcrwliaf cann5tlIftpl!)W(f 
by other evidence: viz. that the promise of God 
shall be brought to pass, , while as yet there is 
neither ^igtif iior ^ppoamnoe^ 9QI' ^liy reason to 
expect it, other than the word which has fore- 
told it. Thus, in the case before us, the walls 
of Jericho wej^ to be (wrerthrbwii, and the peo- 
ple within the city were to be destroyed. In 
order to this, priests were commanded to blow 
with trumpets, and the walls were to be en- 
compassed seven days. It certainly did not ap- 
pear how this hannfess cereinooy could tend to 
destroy a besieged city ; no city had ever been 
destroyed by means of such acanse^ but flic 
people, believing it would be made the cause, 
complied with the ceremony, arid the effect 
followed. 

You are not in the situation of the Jews in 
the land of Canaarf — but their case is neverthe- 
less your own. You are tried ; that is, your 
faith is tried, after the same manner as theirs 
was— you are taught to expect things, of which 
the producing cause is no cause, till God shall 
make it so ; no more than the sound of a trum- 
pet can shatter the wall of a city. You arc 
commanded to be washed with water, that voii 
may be born of the spirit, and that your ^ins 
may be forgiven c you are - to receive power 

from 
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frdm abov^, by the laying on of the hands of . 
man ; but what relation is there between water 
and the spirit of God? What relation be- 
tween the hands of man, and the powerful 
grace of God ? "Who sees all this ? No man; 
But faith believes what it does not see : and this 
is the great trial by which God is pleased to 
prove his servants. The man of the world, 
who with «n opinion of his own wisdom, hai 
no feith in God, can never abide this test; but 
in order to maintain his own ground, he ridf- 
cules the whole plan of Christianity, or perse^ 
cutes the preachers of it : he has no other wea- 
■pons of controversial warfare. Such an one is 
not of the number of those that encompass the 
t:ity, but of those who are shut up within it, and 
are consequently devoted to destruction. The 
men of Jericho, when they saw from the wall 
how the priests and the people were occupied, 
and how fruitlessly they were employed, must 
have judged the whole to be no better than an 
unmeaning pageantry, dictated by folly and 
' madness: they could see no relation between 
the apparent cause that was acting, and the 
tfkct that was to follow ; and in all probability 
Wffe deriding^ the Hebrews, and encouraging 
one ^lother in their unbelief and insolence, till 
tbe^ moaseDt^ when, at the command of God, 

his 
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his people shouted^ and sudden destruction 
came upon them. 

From this destractiqn, one person of the city 
is delivered ^ and she, as we shouM think, a 
most unlikely person ; even the harlot Rahab« 
But the text givesusthe reason of this: by faith 
the hai^lot Bahab perished not with them that 
believed noty when she had received the spies with 
peace. All the people of Jericho bad heard of 
Israel, and of what God had done and was doing 
for them, as well as Rahab : but they did not 
believe, and she did. / know^ said she^ that the 
Lord hath given you the lands now ther^ore 
swear unto me^ that ye will shew me kindness^ 
and deliver our lives from death. When the 
king of Jericho was informed that the spieg 
were with her, he sent to demand thems but 
she hid them till the danger was past. She 
did all this at the peril of her own life ; for had 
she been discovered in what she had done, she 
would surely have been put to death : but she 
brought herself into present danger, to obtain 
future deliverance for herself and her relations^ 
which accordingly was granted soon after^ and 
she is an example to us at this day. For this his- 
tory of Jericho and Rahab is to be fulfilled upon 
the world, and those that dwell therein : the world 
"^Ul be dti^troyed like Jericho> and the faithful 

will 
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WiU be saved like Rahab; The apbetle speaks 
of the future judgment of the world in such 
terms as certainly allude to this history of 
Jericho. The Lord himself j says he, shall de^ 
iceiid from heaven with a shoutywith the voice of 
the Archangel j and with the trump of God. Ob- 
serve here ; it shall be the Lord himself not 
Jesiis the servant of Moses, but Jesus the son 
of God i the true captain of our salvation : and 
as the people shouted v^hen Jerichb felli so shall 
there be a great shout of the host from heaven 
Ivhen this world shall fall. O how wilji the 
righteous be encouraged^ and the wicked ter- 
rified, iat the hearing of that shout ! The trum- 
pets also that sounded at Jericho, shall then prove 
figurative of the trumpet of the last judgment^ 
tailed the trump of God : a thing not unknown 
to the people of Israel j for they had already 
heard the sound of it on Mount Sinai, as a pre- 
Jiide and earnest of that last sound which will 
shake the world. At that time will the faith- 
ful be delivered as Rahab was ; whose exam^ 
pie teaches ub this lesson, that we are to believe 
what we have heard of the judgment which is 
40on to conie upon us^ and to make our p<eace 
against that time of vengeance, not regarding 
what the world may say> and what men may 
tbieaten^ to terrify those who dare to take a 
v<>L. VI I* p better 
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K^^NT jsjift. for Ae sake of securing their own 
tj«;!xt^^ deliverance. Rahab knew all that was 
5»kl by the people of the city ; but she was not 
wowd from her purpose; the King's command 
did not terrify her ; and at last she saved her 
life, by having ventured the loss of it: she 
perished not with them that believed not. 

Such is the history of Jericho and of Rabab: 
on the particulars of which many important re-^ 
flexions must arise to those who consider it. 
And first ; the city of Jericho presents itself to 
us as a figure of this world, in which we now 
live : as being wicked ; as being in opposition 
to God ; as being blind to impending judg- 
ments. The people of Jericho are distinguished 
by the title of those that believed not. In this 
consisted the difference between theni and 
Rahab. Had they believed as she did, they 
might have been saved as she was : but where 
unbelief hath once prevailed, how rarely is it 
corrected ! The Scribes and Pharisees of Jeru- 
salem had principles of their own, which would 
not suffer them to believe Jesus Christ to be the 
true Saviour : their pride would never give up 
their own false wisdom ; and their covetous- , 
ness would not give up the world ; so all the 
.miracles of Christ could not convince them. 
But publicans, and harlots, and all others to 

whortt 
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whom sin Was burthensome^ and judgment 
frightful, believed and were, saved. . Every 
man that will not believe, has some wicked 
reasons for it ; and he can never believe, till 
those reasons are given up : on which conside- 
ration, it is necessary that repentance should 
go before faith. What those reasons were in 
particular, which hindered the people of Je- 
richo from believing, it may now be hard to 
enumerate: long established idolatry, with the 
habitual vices attending it, was sufficient ; in 
which pride and presumption are among the^ 
chief. I believe, their. high walls, and their 
miraculous downfall, were alluded to in those 
words of the apostle, where he says j for the 
weapons . of our warfare are not carnal, hut 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds ; casting doxvn imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God; and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ. Such 
weapons as men use in war, are called carnal: 
these were not employed against Jericho; but 
such only as were figurative and mystical, but 
which, nevertheless, are mighty through God to 
the casting down the walls of this proud city ; 
such weapons as could have no effect but what 
he 'gave them. The gospel is such another 
F 2 weapon: 
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weapon; it is sounded by priests; and with 
the -same effect: the high thoughts of man are 
brought down^ and all imaginations fall before 
ft *. In such wicked invaginations did the peo- 
ple of Jericho persfet; and therefore they could 
fiot rraderstand what was coming upon them. 
But observe, that though they continued firm 
to the kst in theii- unbelief, they were far from 
being easy. The tcfror of destruction was 
tipon them, and fceir hearts melted whhin them. 
Thus it is with wicked men : they suffer fear 
and terror from the state they are in 5 but it 
does them no good : they neither grow wiser 
nor better. What a deplorable ca^ is this ! 
btrt it was the case almost universally of those 
wicked nations of Canaan, when Ihey had filled 
tip the rtieasure of their iniquities: and such is 
the natural end, and last effect of sin : when it 
has blinded the eyes, it hardens the heart, and 
then there is no recovery to be expected. TTie 
judgments of God are then certain, and his jus« 
tice is inflexible. When judgment is come, 
lercy is past 5 according to that terrible deck^ 
ttipn by the prophet Amos ; / zvill set mine 
yes upon them for evily and not for good. How 
ireadful is it, when it comes to this ! whe^ 
God is determined upon punishment, then it 

SOOA 
* See Isaiah, it. ^, 
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soon appears whatlt is to fall into the. hands of 
the living God. 

But whatever a sinner may have been, if hf 
returns and makes his peace while the day of 
mercy lasts, he is never cast out. This doctrine 
is exemplified in the case of Rahab ^ who 
was received to mercy when the city perished. 
This ciase^ before it is well considered, may 
seem to give encouragement to sin. What ? 
hath a wicked harlot tiothing to do, but to be- 
lieve and be saved ? Here we are too hasty: 
for when she believed, what did she ? She did 
not $it still to be ^idle and worthless -, but a« 
she lielieyed, so she acted : ^e received the 
spies with peace ; and saved their lives at the 
haz^d jof her oVn. Surely then, if he who 
givies only a cup of o^ water as ^ testimony of 
his faith, is entitled to a reward i he who says 
the life of another on the same principle, must 
be entitled to a giTeater. 

This case of Rahab has given occasion tp 
some feasonings in the scripture^ which often 
are not ngbtly understood. In the text the 
apostle teaches us, that by faith the harbi 
Mahab perished not: but St. James asks ; a;ax 
Moe^BiAmb the barht justified by tvorksy when 
skeJuul -receised the messeng/ers, and had sent 
tiwmasitMsMher mayf Iheic is here an ap- 

p3 parent 
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parent contradiction in \f€rds; but there is 
none in point of fact ; for faith, and the work 
of faith, are in reality but one and the same 
thing: the faith produces the work; and the 
work proves the faith ; and neither of these can 
be certain without the other. Faith which 
^oes not work is- dead ; and a work, if a work 
of faith, justifies : indeed faith itself is a work 
in the heart of man, and. so the expression of 
St. James -imports ; for he says of Abraham, 
that faith wrought with his works ; and so it 
was a working, that is, a living faith. But the 
most express declaration to this purpose is the 
answer of Christ to that question of the Jews ; 
what shall we do, that we might work t/ie works 
of God ? to which he answered. This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent. So that the dispute which men have 
raised about faith and works, is without foun- 
dation. When these two are asunder, they 
<are nothing : when they are together, they are 
-but the same thing. Faith that is alive will 
wprk ; and the work will be good, because it 
'is the work of a believer. 

They who never considered the power and 
value of faith toward salvation, may learn how 
great it is from the history of Rahab^s'deliver- 
ance^ When we are told, that Abraham was 

justijiei 
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justified by faiths we do not wonder: we can 
believe any good pf our father Abraham. But 
that it should avail to the saving of Rahab is 
extraordjinaiy, and never to be accounted for 
by the man of the world, The just live by 
faith; that is, they are not saved for their jus- 
tice, but for thpir faith : and if the best are not 
accepted without faith, the worst may not be 
condemned if they have it. But why is faitlj 
preferred in this manner above all things? 
I will tell you some of the reasons. Faith in 
God is a cure^ because it is contrary to man*s 
native distemper. Man began to sin with 
believing a lie : and he believed it when tol4 
by an enemy ; by the enemy of God ; as he is 
§till disponed to do at this day ; with what pro- 
priety of justice then can God receiye the man^ 
who refuses to believe him upon his word ? 
Faith in the Enemy brought him to ruin, an4 
^eeps him in it : nothing can restore him, but 
its contrary; which is fajth in God, 

Another reason is, that the way of faith is 
contrary to the way of man's own wisdom ; and 
is therefore the hardest trial that he can be put 
to. It is after the wisdom of God ; but it has 
pothing of man's wisdom in it : it is contradic- 
tory to it all. This the wise man cannot b?ar 
to hear o^; and he therefore pronounces it to b? 
p 4 folly. 
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foUjr. There are in 'the world two contrary 
descriptions or characters of men : the one has^ 
faith, the other has none: and they are^so dif- 
ferent in their conception of things, that each 
is considered as unwise by the tother. The 
man of the world n^akes it a rule to believe no- 
thing but what he seeS: but the faith of the 
believer is a sjght of the inind;i whicji giyes evir 
dence of things iiot seen. There is no doctrine 
upon earth whi^h mortifies the pride of man, 
like this of salvation by faith; it is therefore 
iippointed as the great test by which man i^ 
proved. He cannot endure the though tjj that 
his wisdom should be . fbolishtiess, ^tid that his; 
pstentatious virtues should be good fo^" nothing. 
put he who cannot \)6nx this mortification^ he 
who will not freely make an offer of his ni^nd 
to Godjj is not fit for thQ l^iiigdon^ of heaven. . 
He persists in that rebellious desire of the mind, 
which first drew him ^Vy^ay from God ; and f o. 
shew him his mistake, God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world, to confound the wise j 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world, to confound the things which are mighty. 
How is the vvorldly-wise offended, when the 
gospel tells him of a nlalefactpr, translated from 
a cross to paradise ! What rage will torment hitn, 
^henhe shay sep the harlot Rahab admitted, 

and 
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^nd himself shut but ! . But such are the ways 
of Godi he exalteth the weak, and putteth^. 
down the mighty. Men may glory for a white 
in the appearance of their greatness : but thek 
high walls will come to the ground. They may 
despise Rahab j but the best and the greatest 
of them all must submit to be saved, upon tho 
same terms with that repentant and believing 
pinner of Jericho. They may talk to bne an- - 
other in high strains about virtue, and right, 
and degrees of credibility; but God regards 
them not : his salvation his bestowed upon the 
poor peiiitent, who believes that Jericho will 
soon faHj that desrtruction is coming upon the 
world of the tmgodly ; that the judge standeth 
at the door; and who makes provision accord- 
ingly 5 securing an interest against the day of 
vengeance. They who would not be found, 
but p^rs^cuted the messengers of God (as un* 
believers never fail to do) shall be inv<^lved ii| 
all the horror and confusion of a falling world : 
while they that have made their peace like 
Ralmb, shall be sought out and delivered, 
God shall send his angels, to gather together 
his elect ; who have made a covenant with him, 
through the sacrifice of Christ ; and can pro- 
duce the' scarlet token of his blood, which 
|naik9 them for the rede^ned of the Lord : and 
4 they 
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'deed see yourself surrounded with destruction 
— with the destruction of many whom it would 
have rejoiced you to have saved : but it shall 
not touch you: ye shall be as a firebrand pluck- 
ed out of the burning— .angels shall be sent to 
take. yoi; out of the overthrow; ye will be 
saved as Rahab was ; and by faith, zvill mt 
perish with them that believe not. 
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of description, for both of which the gospel is m 
superior to all other writings. But the starf 
hath certainly a more deep design, than such a 
narrative might be supposed to have, if it had 
occurred in some other book : and this I think 
must be evident upon the following consideia;* 
tion. The precept — go and do tkou likewise^ is 
of general obligation. What our Saviour here 
said to the Jews, he said to all his disciple* 
and followers to the end of the world. AsA 
if they are all bound to the practice of this pre- 
cept, it is but natural to think, that they should 
ail be interested in the circumstances of that 
narrative, on which the precept is grounded. 
It is the general design of the parables of Christ, 
to set before us the great and interesting prin* 
\:iples of the gospel, under the form of some- 
thing familiar to the understanding : therefore 
our blessed Saviour never relates any thing of 
this kind, but with some superior allusion : and 
if we take this story as a parable, representing 
to us under other terms that merciful act of 
redemption in which we are all equally co»- 
cemed, then there will be no difficulty in ma- 
king the example and the precept consistent 
with each other. I may add likewise, that in 
this Christian acceptation of the parable, we 
shall agree with all the best expositors of the 

Church, 
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Chuf ch, from the apostolic age to the present j 
which consideration will have its weight with 
all those j who are* not poisoned with the pre- 
tended improvements of modem times. It is 
the general intention of the gospel, and of all 
its principles and doctrines in particular, to 
improve our understandings in the way of god- 
linessi and encourage our endeavours to the 
practice of holiness. This passage of the scrip- 
ture, when truly interpreted, will, like the rest, 
be found capable of answering both these pur- 
poses: with which persuasion, I shall now 
propose to your consideration the several parti- 
culars. 

. A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped 
him of his raiment, and wounded him, and de- 
parted^ .leaving him half dead; 
';• If we suppose the man here spoken of to be 
Adam^ departing first from innocence to sin, 
and next from paradise into the worlds all the 
circumstances of the parable will fall naturally 
into this interpretation, and we shall soon be 
satisfied that the. design of it is not misunder- 
stood. The journey from Jerusalem to Jericho 
is plainly that from paradise into the world. In 
the book of Revelatibn, the names of " Jerusa- 
^'* and ** Paradise" are applied indifferently to 
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the same thing. The tree of life is spoken of 
as growing 2» the midst of the pzr^dise of Godi 
but in another place, the same tree of life is said 
to grow in the midst of the street of the new 
Jerusalem., . Something of the like kind occurs 
in St. Paul; who tells us he was caught up to 
the third heaven, which he cdiUs paradise: yet 
elsewhere, with allusion to the same paradise, 
he speaks of a Jerusalem that is above, which 
is the mother of us all: to which character, 
in a proper sense, the earthly paradise also had 
a title, in as much as all mankind are descend- 
ed from it. And if it bfe true, that we all died 
in Adam, it will follow, that in him we all 
were once inhabitants of paradise; and the sin 
which drove Adam from that happy place, 
drove out his posterity with him. So long as 
Adam preserved his innocence, he was secure 
in his possession of paradise, and had a right of 
inheritance in the Jeriiralem that is above; that 
heavenly original, of which the garden planted 
upon earth was but an earnest and a pattern. 
But when he disobeyed the divine command, 
he lost thp present enjoyment of the inferior 
paradise, and at the same time forfeited his 
revertionary title to the superior. His depar- 
ture therefore is very properly described as a 
going down from Jerusalem : the fall of man, 

as 
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Us the term necessarily signifies, bebg in tvety 
ncceptation of it a descent from an higher to a 
lower state. 

Noris the place to which he desdetidedldss ex-« 
|)res8ive than that of Jerusalem : for when Adam 
was expelled from Eden, he was removed into 
the worlds of which the city Jericho wa^ em* 
blematical in several respects*. It was acciirsei 
to the Lord for the wickedness of its inhabitants^ 
as this world is now subjected to a curse for the 
disobedience of man. Jericho was formally 
devoted to ruin and destruction ; and the man 
who should attempt to rebuild it^ was to lay the 
foundation thereof in ki^ , first-born, and in his- 
youngest son to set up the gates ofitt which 
sentence was at length fulfilled upon Hiel^ a 
presumptuous projector in the degenerate timea 
of Ahah. The world itself is under a like sen- 
tence ; being kept in store against the day of 
Judgment. The walls of Jericho fell down flat^ 
'he city was burned with fire, and all that 
It was destroyed, on the seventh day, aftef 
funding of the trumpets and the shouting 
^ people. The world in like manner^ ac- 
iing to the sense of antiquity, and some ob-« 
ure intimations of the scripture, is expected to 
dure six tiiousand years, and to. perish in the 

seventh^ 
tUs idea enlarged on in the preceding discourse. 
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lii^VeiitH» which answers to i^e sabbath ; when 
thc^ hi$t trucapet shall sounds and the L^d bmr 
tclf shall Ascend from heaven xdth a shout. -^ 
Tb» Lard hmie(fBt6m& herb in the language of 
Att ApQstk tQ be opposed to Joshua or Jesu§ 
InsrepresentatiYe^and the citcumstances attend* 
ing thc^ destruction of the ^orld are selected 
and worded in such a manner^ as to shew & 
plain iallusion to the fall of Jericho ^, 

Biit we are tiow to follow our traveller^ and 
.to obs^e tirhat happens to hiip upon his 
jounn^; 

JEver ttiicii tbe introduction of evil^ the con- 
fdrtution of this world hath been changedi and 
Ifao 0evil {together with the host of darkness) 
hath been {>ermitted to establish his own em- 
pire in it ; whence the devil is expressly called 
the prince qfthk world. Hence it cometh to 
pass^ that no man ctin depart from paradise into 
die Worlds without falling into the hands of evil 
spirits^ or, as the parable expresses it| without 
falUng among ihiepei. For these are the thieves to 
wll^m our Lord seems to refer, where he com- 
mands tts toky up for ourselves treasures in hea- 
ven, where ndther moth tior rust doth corrupt, 
< end where thieves do not break through nor steal. 
Itie fnoth which devours the garment of the 

VOJU.VII* Q body, 

* Coqpn t llkcss. Iv. t6, sad v. 3. with Joilia^ chap. 4. 
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body, is death ^ : the nwf. whereby the scml-is 
darkened arid defiled^ k^i».*iand tte^maligiidlt 
powers of hell are the ikieoes "which stea) aWay 
our treasure $ "who, according to the chsiract^ 
given of them in another parahlet eiideavouri^ 
steal the word of God out of tke heantzs woak 
^as it is laid up there. :-. >: i 

If we examine: the marks of vidlencff Awhich 
they left on. the man who went down to Jericho^ |t 
will soon be discovered that they are the thieves 
intended by this parable. . Ikvils^lUce men, 
may be known by their acts ; as a liop. may.b^ 
distinguished from other beasts.* by die print of 
his foot. For in the first : place» lihese thieve 
stripped ^t traveller of hi^, raiment ki\'AAmk 
when he had sinned, found himself itaAec^.^r^ 
Then they woiinded him ; sin was the weapoQ, 
and mortality was the effect of it; for it was said, 
** in the day thou eatest tkou shalt surelp die^* 
While Christ was upon earth, it was his custom 
to signify his power in curing the distempers alif 
the soul^ and renewing it again to purity and 
holiness, by resftoring all the diseased faculties 
of the body. 5o the Destroyer, whose actions 
are opposite ta those of the Saviour, made it his 
practice to commit such acts of violence upon 

the 

* Isa'ah 11. 8, fear ye VL^imn, for the mtb shall elit them 
up like a garment* 
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the body as corresponded exactly, with his de- 
structive attempts upon the spirit. For, ac- 
cording to the pattern of this original stripping 
tuid wounding in the parable, the poor demo- 
niac in the country of the Gadarenes, who wq^s 
ppssessedby a. legion of these thieves, ware nd 
clothes i he wandered amongst the mountains 
and the tombs night and day, crying, and cutting 
himself with stones. We read also, that when 
the evil spirit had prevailed over the. seven sons 
ofSceva, they fled out of that house }iAKED.an4 
taounded. All of which presents us with a 
wonderful uniformity in the operations of the 
Devil, who delights himself with every thing that ^ 
looks like a repetition of, that mischief and cru- 
elty which he first committed in the fall of 
Adam. 

. When the thieves had stripped the man and 
pounded him, they departed.: their malice ha4 
effected all its purposes ^ righteousness was 
stolen firomhinl, and the sting of death wa^left 
in him. But here the case is very particular i 
they left him half dead. Sin was not the imme- 
diate death of Adam^ in a bodily sense ; but be 
died in spirit on the very day in which he sin- 
oed, and so his better half was dead : in conse- 
quence of which, the death of the body would 
necessarily follow. The man who is mortally 
Q 2 wounded. 
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troundedt may Idhgtii$h for a consklerabie titxl^ 9 
but he has the earnest of death in him, wtA iXs 
iSttk mtkst at length be eompietect. 

Sach is the present stati ef every son of 
Adam 5 fitim which neither the prince^ iWr the 
^rrior, nor the phiJosopheri is exempt. The 
first Tikay gtory in his bonburs, the second in \ni 
6>nque^$^ and the kst in his contemplations r 
but whatever tliejr may think of themselves, 
IhesB thieves have prevailed against them all ; 
fhey are stripped^ wotmded, and half dead^ id 
ilie sight of God, and also in th* sight of thos* 
who are tangW by divine rivefettiob to distm'' 
guish between appearances and realities. 

The case now before us being difficult, and 
almost desperate, let us enquire what help is to 
be met with ? 

The parable proceeds to inform us, that by 
chance thtre came down a certain Priest that 
way, and when he saw him he passed by oft 
the other side. And likewise a Lcvite, when 
he was at the place, came and Iboked on bim> 
and passed by on the other side. 

By the Priest and Levife, we are to under- 
stand the Mosaic law, which was administered 
by th6se two orders of men,th^ sons of Aaron, 
and the tribe of Levi; orpeiiraps we shall not 
err^ if we take these figurative persons for the^ 

patriarchal 
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patriarchal and legal dispensations; t!he former^ 
as well as the latter, having been distinguish^ 
by priesthood and sacrificature, ever since the 
commeficeinent of our present condition^ 
These persons came to the place^ and looked 
upon the wounded man> as might be expected; 
because the law, whether written or tiadir 
tlonal, was not made for a righteous man^ but 
for the ungodly and for sinners ^ and would of 
course point out to them the fallen condition of 
human nature. They both looked upoii hinu 
but could afford him no relief: his wound was 
iin ; and the blood of bulls and of goats, which 
they administered, cannot take away sin. So 
hr then was tiu5 law from furnishing any effeo* 
tual remedy to be applied by the Priest and 
Levite, that it could only ^w the wounds ta 
be mortal, and by their endeavours to be in*- 
<:urable. The Priest and the Invite therefore 
must leave him as they found him : they cannot 
make any atonement to God for him, but must 
pass by on the other side, and let that alone for 
ever. 

But zokat the lazv could not do, was at length 
effected by Him who cometh after the Levite» 
who is himself the end of the law for righteous- 
ftisss to all them that believe. For a certain Sa-^ 
marit0M^ AS ke journey ei^ came to the place 
ka where 
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u^here he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion on him. ITie unbelieving Jews, who 
werie fond 'of representing Jesus Christ as a per- 
son false to the interests of his own people, and as 
one who upon that account should be deemed 
an alien and an outcast, appealed to him once 
in these insolent terms — Say we not toell that 
thou art a Samaritan ? There was then a par- 
ticular aversion in the Jews toward the Sama- 
ritans ; therefore they meant this for a name of 
the utmost contempt and reproach. Neverthe-.^ 
less, under all this reproach, we take that per- 
son to us as a Saviour, who was to them as a 
Samaritan ; and in this we follow the example 
ofour MASTER himself, who hath thought fit to 
exhibit a Samaritan to us, under the character 
of a Saviour. In the person of this Samaritan 
then, we see the second Adam looking with 
compassion upon the first : the great High Priest 
of the human species, touched with the feeling 
of their irifirrnitieSy and administering relief to 
his enemies. A Samaritan^ saving a Jew in 
distress, aflFords us an example of disinterested 
and inefFable mercy, and as such doth aptly 
illustrate the condescension and love of that Sa* 
viour, who offered himself for those that reviled 
him as an alien, and who deemed malicious Jews 
and profane heathens the olyects of his com- 
passion: 
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passion: as if he had said — ^^ You have in this 
Samiaritan the pattern of a true neighbour, who, 
generously overlooking all the foolish animo- 
sities arising from pride and personal consider- 
itionSy chuses his worst enemy as a fit object 
of his mercy 5 attending first and chiefly to the 
distress that presented itself, without standing 
to cohsid^r the descriptioii of the . sutferer." 
The journey he took was that of the incarnation,^ 
which called upon him to take the same course 
with his brethren, whom he followed from Jeru- 
salem toward Jericho, that he might bring them 
back with him on the way from earth toward 
heaven. In the course of this journey, he came 
into this vale of tears, and found miserable man 
naked and helpless upon the earth ; and as he 
came from heaven in the capacity of a physician 
to the soul, he was furnished with every thing 
necessary to counteract the works of the Devil. 
When he had found the wretched object of his 
^compa«sion, he went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, poured in oil and wine, and set him on 
his own beast, and brouglit him to an inn, and 
took care of him. Each of these particulars is 
well worthy of a particular consideration ; and 
as you may possibly begin to find yourselves inte- 
rested in the event of this narrative, I hope you 
^m bestow somfe attention upon them. 

Q 4 His 
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VE^irstxtwii&^Statoibimdingtqi his wounds^ 

ptmritg a cH amd vdmc* z which passage i$ 

v^rdi reg^rdiDg in its physical acceptatioQ ^ for 

w-jK azi an abs&enxve sharpness in it^ which 

ir ot KToeign use for the cleansmg of 

wh3e it is the nature of oil ^ heal^ 

«^ wakh accoont it is a general i&gredient 

cicsaan o all ointments^ ^ use of which is tq 

2cZ^ aai heal, when the wound is properly 

cJeaRC a&d prepared for them. But the virtue 

cc ^ k BKt wmaikable when applied to the 

bL7^ OS a xapem, paiticnlarly n vipier» (at which 

k 3» 3>?w pob^chrrecdved as an infeUible cure, 

A3C 31? a5«aoietfl is very common in this age. 

Tv-MT ;unasrsaarin$ such an e^ect is almost 

3ar^"jhju:u;> . ix otil is a liquor^ in all aj^arance 

i>^4«»x:,. £;x:p*ip <^ incapable of penetrating 

*r 5Bci a SMSCK? as lo do any good ; yet few 

i;;»^2scrace$ ^z? s>C!K cukk in their operation^ 

:xT^ :>ts^ a ^osi in d)e world which will pas^ 

:>jrcttf ^ ^ bvxiv oi itccl itself in so shprt ^ 

Ptc ^rr^^auon of all this is plam enough. — r 
T^ic c.\ <;^ ivurxNi bv the Saviour into the wounds 

Of 

* As oisLtiaent is uoit en use with many under the naioe 
cJf tbe ;S;0wnrA ^jumtv. It u cdm poitf of souo^ old wi|ie 
d to a CQoastence vith an equal quantity of olive oil.--* 
f fiett efficacy forthecnre of green woands. 
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/of man, is his own precbus bloody which as St. 
John expresses it, cleanseth us from all sin. 
By the oil is signified the power of the hojy 
fipirit, wHidi healeth all our infirmities; and 
which in baptism re$tore$ what sin and Satan 
bad destroyed^ 

Tlie misery of sin, and the ciire of it, are 
fepresented under the like terms in other figu-^ 
rative parts qf the hol^^ scripture. Isaiah thus 
despribes the corrupt state of the people of hii 
0wn time— ^* from the sole of the foot even to 
the head** (that is, from the lowest of the people 
tip tp the princes and rulers) ** there is no 
soundness, but wounds, and bruises, and pu* 
trifying sofes: they have not been closed, nei- 
ther bound up, neither mollified with oil." The 
prophet David, in the person of a natural man> 
describes his own case in similar expressions—- 
^ There is no soundness in my flesh because of 
thine anger, neither is there any health in my 
bones by reason of rny sin — my wounds stink 
and are corrupt, through my foolishness." Then 
on the ofher hand, there are promises to the 
poor and helpless, that the Lord will preserve 
him and keep him alive, neither will he deliver 
him unto the will of his . enemies— the Lord 
will strengthen him upon the bed of languish- 
izfgy and veiU inake all his bed in his sickness— 

ifix 
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for he healeth the broken hearted, aihd ^ndeth 
up their wounds. Psal. dxlvii. 3. ■-■ •/.- ., .. 
The second act of this Samaritan was to siA 
the wounded m^n- upon his &ton, beast. N« 
sinner hath any natural ability to rise f]x>m the 
earth, and convey himself to a place .of safety ^ 
any more than a man lying half dead, upon the 
ground can stand upright and find help. foK 
himself by the strength of his own limbs. With 
/tie divine help man is brought to a new state: 
he is removed from the perils and dangers of 
the world, to find health .ar\d refreshment in 
the Church of God; for the parable udds—Ae 
brmight him to an inn, and took cqre of him f 
The life of a Christian is that of a pilgrim, or 
way- faring man, upon his journey from this 
world of vanity to the heavenly city qf God ; 
and to preserve a sense, of this journey, as well 
as of their pilgrimage from Egypt, the Israelites 
were commanded to eat the passover with their 
loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their 
statTs in their hands ; that is, equipped in all 
respects as travellers. In the road to heaven 
we find the Church, which, like an inji^ receives 
all that will come to it, and is open indifferentT- 
\y to people of all nations. The question i^ 
never put to any stranger, whether he is Jew 
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or Gentile, Greek or Barbarian, bond or free i 
these distinctions are of no more account 
ih the christian Church than at an inn on the 
highway: all men being accepted, and their 
Wants supplied in this place of accommodation. 
The master (ff it, standing before the door, and 
j^eeing the weary traveller pass by, calls out to 
him with the voice of hospitality and mcFcy— 
Come unto me, all ye that travel and are heavy 
laden, and I ivill refresh you. In this place, 
the Samaritan is said to have tarried a while 
with his charge, in order to settle things that 
were necessary toward his perfect recovery. 
And on the morrow when he departed, he took 
out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said 
unto him,- ^* take care of him, and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come again I zvill 
repay thee.'* By the host we are here to under; 
stand the ministers and rulers of the Church, to 
whom at his departure Christ committed the 
care of every returning sinner ; and that they 
may be enabled to supply all their wants, he 
hath committed to them the Holy Scriptures 
under the form of the two' Testaments, which 
it is the proper business of the host to expound, 
enforce, and apply for the support of those 
who are committed to their charge. The mi- 
nisters of the church are stewards of the myste- 
ries 



9tRM. ttii. The Good Samarit0n^ 331 

the itib^^r^ble object herein described, it ap^ ' 
pears that no man hath any thing to boast of, 
in th^ great work of his salvation. This wound* 
ed man doth not find the Samaritan^ but the 
Samaritan finds him. How sensible soever he 
jAiight be of his own misery, he knew nothing 
of the person who was able and willing to give 
him relief: and had he known it ever so per* 
fectiy, he was unable to seek after him. 

It is thus with every Christian: he does not 
find the gospel^ but the gospel finds him. He 
doth tiot indeed so much as know his own 
misery, till he is told of it: nor hath he sense 
to seek for any relief till it Is ofFered^to hini^ 
and in some cases almost forced upon him 
against his will. Happy therefore and wise 
also is he, who submits himself with thank* 
fulness to the mercy of God, for the saving of 
his own soul s even as this poor traveller com- 
mitted himself to the hands of the Samaritan for 
the healing of his wounds. 

Many there are who lie in the way of mercy, 
without receiving any benefit. 1 he true Sa^ 
MARXIAN visits them with his institutions,- 
his scriptures, his sacraments> and would con*> 
vey them to his Church from all the perils to 
Which they are exposed: but they remain in- 
iSeteible of their misery; either denying that 

they 
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they have any wounds, or endeavouring to 
bind up and heal them in their owir. way. 
There is one sect of Christians in particular, 
who will hi^ye. neither oil nor wine from the 
Saviour of m^nkindi rejecting both baptisnt 
and the supper of the I^rd. Others^ through 
^loth andcarelestoessg will lie bleeding to deaths 
tather than bet disturbed with the process of 
their own deliverance. A man who hath lain 
abroad in the j^eld^ naked and Woupded^ finds 
thef benefit of an inn, and is sensible of th^ 
change: while they who are bom and brought 
up from their childhood under the advantages 
of the gospel, sink into stupidity, and become 
as indifferent to the means of grace, and all the 
mysteries of divine mercy, as if there were no 
such things to be heard of upon earth. 

O fools, and blind ! do men ever behave in 
this senseless manner with respegt to their bo^ 
dily wounds? A man will give all that he 
hath for the saving of his life, while he neg-* 
lects to have his soul saved, though it niight 
be saved for rothing. This corporeal pain is felt 
and understood; while the misery of a soul 
wounded by the Devil, is never felt, or never 
complained of. 

It appear^, secondly, that works of mercy ar-e 
required of every follower of Christ : for nothing 

V cau 



can be plainer than the admomtton rwhich d> 
jTGcts us to 6)U6wike example of this Samaritan, 
jiejwho reftises' this upon any consideration^ 
3Ccmduiit8 himself a& if he were no neighbour to 
his fellow creatures, nor they to him; but keeps 
imnself fin a lofty: abstracted state, like that 
hatefulrtribeof Pharisees and hypocrites^ whose 
.ielicit^ i teemed to* consist in a contempt for 
other nsen: and iie who misunderstands this 
greattiuty toward his neighbour, which com*- 
prehtands one halfof the divine, law, will have 
Ibut^partial title to the inheritance of eternd 
life : like that narrow-minded teacher of the 
law to whom this parable was directed, and 
whose principles were condemned out o^ his 
own mouth. 

Lastly and chiefly, we are hence to learn the 
-motive and source from which all our works 
of mercy arc to be derived. The faith which 
receives the christian redemption, and the 
gratitude which that faith will inspire, should 
lead us to the practice of goodness and mercy 
toward all mankind, as well as to those who 
are of the household of faith. Christ hath here 
proposed his own example to us, and we are to 
have compassion upon others, even our very 
enemies, as he had compassion upon us in the 
same state. Grant, therefore, O blessed Lord, 
u . that 
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^dasX thy people may ktib^ how to Value and 
imitate thy examp]e5 how meanly Hoevef their 
spirit and their practice may be esteemed by a 
proud and mistaken world* Above all, grant 
that the ministers and stewards of thy myste-* 
ries, to whom thou hart committed the inesti- 
suable means of grace in thy Church, may noC 
^ss by 9 like the tmprofitable Priest and Levite, 
but carry on that great work^ which tbou thy- 
self didst descend from heaven to begiaamongst 
\is. As thou hast shewed thyself a neighbour 
to him that fell among thieves, let tfaem go and 
do likewise* 
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iN O man can satisfy himself or others about 
the Origin of Evil: and to give an account of 
nian, without any account of evil, is to do little. 
The question being far too deep £br us, we 
must be contented with such a view of the sub* 
ject, as the gospel presents to us; and thi^ 
should make us easy, tijl w^ have further lights, 
and stronger faculties. 

The disciples of Jesus Christ, seeing a man 
who had been blind from his birth, proposed 
the case as a difficulty for which they were not 
able to account : ^* Master, who did sin, this 
man or his parents, that he was bom blind * ?'* 
They expected that their Master would consider 
the question as they did ; but instead of this, 
R 2 he 

* John h. 2« (See Seraion VIIL) 
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he takes such a yie^ of the case, and gives such 
a solution of it, as they had not been able tq 
conceive. He goes at once to the final cause, for 
which this, and all other examples of evil, are 
permitted in the world ; the glory of God. — ; 
Strange, that God should be glorified in evil^^ 
by which he seems to be dishonoured ^ but so 
it is. 

If we ask qurselves 6y what causes such oi- 
such strange effects come to pass j experience 
teaches us how hard it is to answer the ques-. 
tipn : but if we ask, /or what cnd^ the enquiry 
becomes more hopeful, as well as more useful. 
In the ways of God, the grounds and reasans^^ 
on which the Divinp justice proceeds, are out 
of our sight ; while the en^s, which the Divine 
goodiicss has in view, are open to pur sight, and- 
level to our capacities. This we suppose to be 
the reason why our Sayiour gave a turn to the 
question, so different from what his disciples 
expected. Neither hath this man sinned^ nor 
his parents, said he, z. e, so as to account for 
his blindness ^ but he was born blind for this. 

endj 
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thdj that tlic works of God might be made mani^ 
fest in him. . 

To all questions of the same kind, the same 
answer will serve. Evil is permitted in the 
world, that God may be manifested to us as the 
author of good. The siin is never so glorious 
as at his rising. When the shadows of the night 
£y before him. The Creator might have blessed 
us with perpetual day; but his wisdom and 
goodness are better understood in the victory 
•which light obtains over darkness; And it is 
not clear, that good can be effectually distin- 
guished, and received as what it is3 till we have 
had the opportunity of comparing it with its 
contrary. The attributes of God were more 
fully displayed in the restoration of a man 
who was born blind, than if he had been 
born with his eye-sight. The physician de- 
rives his honour, not from the healthy, 
but from the sick ; and the health which 
comes after sickness is doubly valuable*— 
The mind may be insensible^ of its preservation^ 
and yet feel and understand the blessing of a 
R 3 recovery. 
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recovery. Sensations of wonder and grafitiidc* 
may be excited in the patient himself, and m 
the friends who are witnesses to his cure; of 
tvhich they would have had no experience, but 
for the evil of his disease, and the unexpected 
blessing of its removaL 

If, on such an occasion as this, any one were 
to dwell on the difficulties of the case, the symp- 
toms of the distemper, the skill displayed in the 
cure; and all with a view to the honour of the 
physician ; the patient would bea strange man. 
If he should be offended, and mistake all this 
for a reflection upon himself, and hi» late in- 
firmity : he would join with delight in recount- 
ing the wonders of his deliverance, and in mag-* 
nifying the skill by which it had been brought 
to pass. Yet such is the absurdity of human 
wisdom, that the philo^phy of the present day 
is offended with an heathen, if he speaks truth 
like a Christian. Pliny, the natural historian^ 
observes, that the weakness and misery of man's 
nature is such that it seems a sin to be born. A 
Christian editor takes it -as an affront upon him- 

$elf> 
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gtitf; dftrf pftitstbe foHewittg note upoft it--£r^ii' 
humane ndttiTdf conviSut a tit A pkHc^phiA 
TMximi abhorrent. 

Every Christian^ who^ ey^s kre xtAlfoptn^ " 
ed, may apply what I have said to himself.—* 
God is thePHYsici AN J his powdr and goodness 
are magnified in healing the infirmities of out 
nature. If we feel ourselves offended with the 
consideration of this, that oflfenc^ is one of the 
worst symptoms of our disease. The weakness 
of hiiman reason^ says the great Pascal, appears 
more in those who are insensible of it, than in 
such as know and confess it. We have no ho- 
nour t6> maintain against our Creator ; and his 
honour may w^ll consist with our abasement. 
The apostle was convinced of this, when he 
t^Adi-^Most gladly zOill I glory in mine injir^ 
mitieSy that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. But such doctrine as this never did, nof 
ever will, agree with human priddj which 
pleases itself with other sentiments j how wise- 
ly and justly it will soon appear from what fol* 
lows. Yet, after all that can be said, the Pha- 
R 4 Tisees 
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risees will still ask, with a sneer upon the good* 
ness of God, are we blind ? Blessed and happy 
is he who can reply against them— 0;{^ thing 
I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see. 



AK 



AN 



ESSAY ON MAN. 



CHAPTER I. 

Of Man under Sin. 



D, 



'URING the state of man*s innocence, an, 
harmony was established between the body 
and the spirit. The ruling principle presented 
its superiority, and the inferior was under due 
regulation: the appetites were subordinate to 
the will ; sense was governed by reason ; the 
body was subject to the spirit ; and all were in 
obedience to God. Peace was the immediate 
fruit of this subjection ; and immortality would 
have been its reward. But it is the uniform 

doctrine 
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doctrine of the Scripture, that since ttie e'lJ* 
trance of sin, human nature is become dege-» 
nerate ; and that under this degeneracy, sensd 
overcomes reason, the appetites coirupt the 
will, and the will is so inclined to evil, that it 
cannot be turned toward God, till it is called 
and moved thereto by his grace. When the 
Scripture speaks of man in this state, it repre- 
sents him as alienated from God, darkened in 
his understanding, averse to righteousness, in 
captivity and bondage to sin, and subject to 
wrath and condemnation. The reason and 
equity of all this I am not enquiring into : I 
speak only of the fact; and it will appear from 
the Scripture, compared with the natural state ' 
of man, that the fact is as it is here represented. , 
It is not necessary that we should take a large 
compass in order to shew this ; the Apostle St* 
Paiily who insists frequently and earnestly, 
upon this subject, hath saved us the trouble, 
by collecting into one view the most remark- 
able passages in the Old Testament relating 
to the depravity of the human character. 

In his Epistle to the Bomans, he begins with 
describing the deplorable corruption of the 
Gentiles under their apostasy. And as the 
Jew was apt to value himself upon com- 
parison with them, the Apostle checks his va*. 

nity. 
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nity, by informing him, that nature is the same 
in all men : that the Jew had little advantage 
of the Heathen, except that the oracles of God 
zoere committed to him. Coming still nearer to 
the point, he asks. What then ? are we better 
than they ? No, in no zvise ; for we have before' 
proved both Jeivs and Gentiles, that they are 
all under sin. Then he proceeds to confirm 
this by an induction of particulars from the 
writings of the Old Testament. ** As it is 
written; there is none righteous, no not one> 
there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God. They are all gone out 
of the way, they are together become unprofit- 
able, there is none that doth good, no not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre 5 with tiieir 
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips: whose mouth is full 
of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift 
to shed blood. Destruction and misery are in , 
their ways : and the way of peace have they 
not known. There is no fear of God before 
their eyes." These expressions, collected from 
the Psalms and the Prophets, are to be under- 
stood as evidences of the proposition before ad- 
vanced, that Jews and Gentiles are all under 
sin : and they mark out so particularly the 
several species of depravity, to which the sin- 
fulness 
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fulness of nature extends, that instead of 
searching for other parallel declaraticMiSy it will 
be sufficient that we examine into the truth 
and meaning of these. They to whom the 
Apostle addressed himself, were well convinced 
of the corruption of the Gentiles: but they 
were apt to consider themselves as another 
species of men. They boasted of thtvr freedom 
as the children of Abraham, and had no notion 
of that natural bondage of sin, firom which the 
Son was to make them free. Therefore the 
Apostle argues with respect to them, that as all 
these things were written in the law^ they were 
spoken to those who were under the law, even 
to the elect children of Abraham, who thought 
themselves excepted from the rest of mankind, 
that every mouth might be stopped, and all the 
world might become guilty before God. A sense 
of self-sufficiency, native dignity, and inde- 
pendence, was the ruin of Lucifer: and if 
there were any thing of natural purity in man, 
he might be boasting of it, and setting up for 
merit in oppostion to his Creator. But under 
the present constitution of things, all men are 
guilty, and every mouth is stopped: that is^ 
every mouth is stopped in reason, though not 
I fact. They, who know themselves, will be 
lent 3 but many mouths of the ignorant are 

still 
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Still open; and they will continue so, till the 
great day of inquisition, when the mouth of all 
iniquity shall be as effectually stopped, as it is 
now confuted. And what do we lose by this 
conviction ? Nothing, but the gratification of 
pride, a base principle ; a lust as hurtful to the 
spirit, as the foulest appetites are to the body. 
Jn every other respect we are gainers. We 
are still in the hands of a merciful Being, whom 
we may safely leave to make his own terms 
with us, and who humbles us for no end, but 
that we may be the more effectually exalted. 

But let us now attend to the Apostle's de- 
scription ; the particulars of which arrange them- 
selves under three distinct heads : and relate, 
first, to the thoughts of men ; secondly, to their 
words s and thirdly, to their works. The sub- 
ject opens with these words — There is none 
righteous, no not one. The chief thing here to 
be observed, is the universality of the corrup- 
tion asserted. Jews and Gentiles are condemn- 
ed without the exception of any individual : 
and this gj^neral application of the words, o% 
which the Apostle so ipuch^ insists, will teach 
us how the first verse of the 14th psalm is to be 
understood, as I shall take occasion to remark 
ip another place. The word righteous is a 
terra proper to a court of justice, llie law 

saySj 
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says. If there be a controversy between men, 
and they come unto judgment, that the jiidges 
may judge them ; then they shall justify tlie 
righteous, and condemn t/ie wicked. Therefore 
to be righteou)5, is to be clear of the offence of 
which any one is accused. But no man ever 
was or ever will be qualified by nature to abide 
such a trial in tUfe sight of God. The law, 
which should direct him to perfection, serves 
only to expose his guilt; and hence the Apostle 
calls the law, the strength of sins the instru-^ 
ment * by which sin prevails against man, to 
convict him of unrighteousness. If this be true, 
how is it that the Scripture speaks of so many 
righteous men^ and particularly of the righteous* 
ness of Abraham ? The answer is obvious 
enough, that the righteousness ascribed to the 
servants of God, is a righteousness without the 
kiiVy even the obedience oifaithy accountedfor 
righteousness. And this commutation (if I 
may so call it) is a proof, that righteousness i§ 
not inherent ; that man of himself is an olive 
Kfiild by naturCy and consequently fruitless ; ^ 
branch which cannot bear fruit of itself 
And where are we to look for the origin of this 
evil, but in the stock from whence ali men are 
derived? It was as impossible for Adam* to 
beget an uncorrupt offspring when he became 

a sin» 
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a ^sinner, as for him to have begotten an 
angel 'while he was innocent. This doctrine 
was preserved by tradition in the earliest ages ; 
and the world hath always been so full of its 
effects, and hath carried such striking marksof it, 
that it would liavebeen marvellous indeed, if it 
had any where been totally forgotten. Job asks, 
with respect to the birth of man, ivho can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean * ? And the 
friends of Job were full of the same sentiments. 
One of them saith, what is man, that he should 
be clean, and he that is bo?*n of a woman, that, 
he should be righteous '\ ? Another of them 
asks nearly in the same terms, /i<?K; then can 
man be justified with God : or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman \\f This carries 
the unrighteousness of man up to his birth : 
but the psalmist carries it still farther, even to 
his conception : behold I was shapen in iniquity s 
and in sin did my mother conceive rne^. The 
universality of death, as a penalty upon the 
posterity of Adam, is a demonstration of the 
universality of sin : for God is neither so un- 
mindful of his works, as to permit them to be 
destroyed by accident; nor yet so unjust, as to 
jaiflict the punishment of sin, where sin itself is 

not 
* Chap. xiv. 4. + Chap. xv. 4. || Chap. xxv. 4. 
§ Psalm li. 5* 
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not to be found. Death passed upon all men, 
saith the Apostle, for that all have sinned. 
If all are, punished, all are guilty: and thus it ap- 
pears from the constitution of nature, that there 
is none righteous, no not one. 

If we now enquire, what are the effects of 
human depravity, and wherein this unrighteous^ 
ness actually consists, the Apostle proceeds to 
inform us, there is none that understandethy 
there is none that seeketh after God. Un* 
righteousness is the unavoidable consequence 
of ignorance ; for no man can go farther in his^ 
practice than his understanding and knowledge^ 
will carry him, Where no wheat has been- 
sown, none is produced: but weeds are blown 
about with every wind ; and the matter of the 
earth, wherever it is turned up, shew5 itself to 
be already impregnated with their seeds. TTie 
understanding here signified is not the know- 
ledge of atts and sciences, in which men, with 
the advantages of education and exercise, may 
excel by their natural talents; but that better 
understanding y by which we know God and 
depart from evil *. This no man hath natu-^ 
rally ; every imagination of the thoughts of his 

heart 

* Af7d unto man he sald^ BehM^ the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom^ and to depart from evil is understanding. Job. xxviiit 

38. 



An Essay pn Man. 257 

heart is only evil conttfiuaUy^. It is imputedr 
to thisi depravity of thought, that the wickedness 
of man was so great before the flood -, not of 
tbi<i or that man in particular, but of man, o£ 
the species. What else could produce suck 
\uuve9sal corruption of manners ? But it . maf 
stiH be objected, aQ this was spoken of tbe ante^ 
dtf avian race of men« It was so; but what 
tbfiH f are we better than they f No, vtno wise. 
And tile, scripture assures us, the day of jud^- 
m^ntsAiaBfind the world of unbelievers }u9t 
such men as they vcrere in the days of Noah. It 
dfiiea not appear, that the understanding of qan 
evev discovered the true God; but on the coi^ 
trary,^ that when it was set on work» it was apt to 
^itinguish that knowledge of him which im 
haivded down by tradition'f. The world, instead 
of knowing God by their wisdom, reasoned 
thdmielves backward from that knqwkdge to 
idolatiyj. 

When the Hebrews apo^atized and fell into 
the waya of the heathen, God told them by hia 
prophet, that they made tfiem idols according to 
their wm Uttderstandi$ig \\ : and it is remarked 

VOL. YII. s of 

• Gen. vi. 5. 

A Stif la mafU, mii ^ Qm i^iv av0tn»uf Ari»t. de MuDd9. 
X I Cor. 1. 21, U Hot xiii. 2. 
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of the heathens in general, that by professing 
themselves to be wise, that is, by reasoning 6n such • 
principles as were borrowed from the fiind of 
dieir own imagination, they became fools; and ■ 
changed the glory oft/te incorruptible God intO' 
an image made like to corruptible man, tf c.<— ' 
That strange propensity to idolatry, which pre- 
Vluled among all nations of the world, and 
which no man really wise can reflect upon with- 
out confusion and astonishment, would incline us 
to believe, there was something of the cfatuie 
of that crime in the first transgression in Panh 
disC} which brought with it an infatuation 
upon the children of Adam, inclining them to 
prefer any false object to the Creator of tbe 
world. A. charge is grounded on this fatal 
error, which is urged with great severity by the 
prophet Jeremiah, and extended to the nature 
of men in general. Learn not, says he to the 
House of Israel, the way of the heathen^: O 
Lord, thou art great, and thy name is great in 
might : all the zvise men of the nations are alto^ 
gether brutish and foolish — the gods that have 
not made the heavens and the earth, even they. ^ 

shall perish . — Every man is brutish in his know- ^ 

ledge.— They (the gods of the Gentiles) are va- ^ 

nity and a work of errors — the portion of Jacob ^ 

1^ is 

• • Jer. chap, x, - 
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is not like them, for Tie is the If okmzk of ah. 
THiNGs*^-Me Lord of Hosts' is his name,"-^ 
Lord, Iknozv that the way of man is not in 
himself. That the Gentiles preferred the crea- 
ture to the Creator, is a fact so notorious, that 
we cannot but assent to the prophet's doctrine 
and conclude, that the knowledge of God's Being 
is not natural to the mind of man ; much less of 
his divine zvill and holy law. God» who knows 
the extent of our understanding, hath never re- 
quired us to invent true religion, but only to re- 
ceive it, and to preserve it when delivered ^ so 
that great allowances have been made for those 
whohad no opportunities of information. When 
the votaries of Jupiter and Mercwry were ex- 
horted by St. Paul to turn from those vanities to 
the living God, which made heaven and earthy 
and the sea, and all things that are therein* ^ 
the Apostle added upon this occasion, that 
God in times past had suffered all nations /^ 
walk in their own zvay. This was the way of 
idolatry; a way common to all nations s and 
which would have been followed even by the 
children of Abraham, unless the father h^d been 
called away from his kindred to walk before 
God in a state of separation from the world of 
idolaters. On another like occasion^ when the 
s 2 ^ ApQStIt 

•Aasxiv. 15. 
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Aposde preached against the heathenish super- 
rtition at Athens, he told them also, that God 
had XDinked^t their idolatry, as a practice whicR 
had prevailed in the times of their ignorance''''. 
ThiisWas a mortifying^ apology, when offered in 
behalf df men who had established a public 
mart of science, and valued themselves highly 
Upon their intellectual attainments. But the 
Case was rather worse with them than with the 
illiterate. Being able to multiply words by the 
rule of art, when they had no real knowledge 
of things! at the bottotn; and to defend and 
disguise their folly with the ornaments of wis* 
dom, threy were the more unlikety to forsake it: 
and accordingly, the Apostle had little or no 
success among them. All they had in view 
Was to turn his sublime doctrine into a matter of 
debate, ^s they did every thing else ^ so Paul 
departedffom among them, leaving them to the 
vain janglings of their own philosophy. 

If it should still be made a question, after 
what hath been said, whether the prevailing of 
idolatry over the nations of the world ought to 
be imputed to a mistake propagated by evil 
communication, or to an error breeding in the 
mind^ I think the difference in the present 
case is not very material. If men agreed so 
" universally 

* Actsxvii. 30. 
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universally in corrupting the first article of reli- 
gion ; if every breath carried the infection, 
and every heart «o ^easily received it, the disho- 
nour is rather extenuated than aggravated, bjf 
supposing the seeds of the distemper to he htwX 
in the constitution. That the Gentiles bctoxQ 
the preaching of the gospel were alienated fmrn 
the life of God through the igitoramc£ that 
was in them^, and that the Jews were perpe- 
tually falling into the like apostasy, even againsjl; 
the renabnstrances of their better knowledge^ is 
a fact sufficient to explain and justify this part 
. of our subject. 

Bat the ignorance of the mind is farther ^g^ 
gravated and confirmed by its inattention — tfiere 
is none that seeketh after God. The afiections 
of man are engaged by other things: he that is 
qf the earth is earthly ^ andspeaketh of the earth. 
Honour, wealth, and pleasure are the. objects 
s 3 of 

* Eph. iv. iS. Here I would refer my reader to tht 
Works of Mr. Leltrnd. vol . I. p. 40^. On tin Mnjmttogi ^mi 
Nic^siity of the CbrUtian Revelathu; wherein he «bew8« ibajt 
the representations of the deplorable state of the Gentiles* 
made to us in the scripture* are literally true* and agree- 
able to fact I and are confirmed by the undoubted monu- 
ments of Paganism. And also that the attempts of somb 
moderns to explain away those representations are vain and 
insufficient. The design of the work is good ; and it isei^ 
cuted with learning and perspicuity. 
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rfVfc attention: they furnish him with the 
Witter of his conversation, and his thoughts 
we so completely filled with the means 6f ob- 
ttining them, that the great subjects of the 
other world are excluded. Tell him of any 
thing that concerns him as a man of this world, 
and he is at leisure to hear you; but if you 
speak of what is infinitely more important, and 
concerns him more nearly, you find him pre- 
togaged. When St. Paul discoursed to the 
wise men of Jthens, on the living God, the 
Maker of heaven and earth, the resurrection of 
the dead, and a future judgment; how indif- 
ferent did these great things appear to them, 
and with what coldness were they received !— 
Well might the prophet say, that when God 
should be made known to the heathens, he 
should he found of them that sought him not.-^^ 
Had they been seeking after the Creator, and in 
love with truth, they would have rejoiced at the 
sight of such a messenger, who was capable of 
giving them all the satisfaction they could de- 
sire: but instead of this, some mocked, others 
accused him as a setter forth of strange gods; 
some despised him as a babbler ^ others said, they 
would hear him again at another time. So 
true is it, that the natural man, or man as he is 
in himself without the aid of divine grace, re- 

ceivetk 
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teiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him. His wisdom, 
like himself, is earthly ; and wherever it pre- 
vails, the wisdom of God is either tasteless or 
disagreeable. The wise men of Athens yrete 
no worse than other wise menof this world : the 
same carnal mind which possessed them, whe- 
ther it be in the Jew or the Greek, in the ancient 
or the modem, will always be productive of the 
like stupidity, - / 

Ignorance of God, and disaffection to the 
things of heaven, so manifest in all men while 
they are in a state of nature, are strong proofs of 
our original corruption ; to which the Apostle 
adds that strange propensity to error in opinions 
which led mankind into the abominable errors 
of idolatry. These seem to have been chiefly 
alluded to, in the words which follow in the 
order of his description of human nature — tliey 
are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprqfitable, tkere is none that doeth 
good, no not one. The sense of this hath partly 
been considered before ; for though the words 
may signify indefinitely any departure from the 
way of truth and holiness, yet we bear i^ot of 
any species of apostasy which became generalj 
except that pf idolatry; concerning which, 
much hath occurred to us akeady. Yet I have 
s 4 some 
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some further observations to make uponk. If 
we look bade for the beginning of tbis crime of 
gaiMg out of the xvajfy we shall find that it hap- 
pened in Paradises where God by immediate 
revelation taught a right way to Adam^ and 
called it the way ef the tree of Ufes ^ way 
which would have guided him to the perfection 
ttf his natin^ in the enjoyment of God, tiie 
imiite of life ioA felicity. But from this way he 
turned aside, when he apph'ed to the tree of the 
knowledge of ^ood tod evil for wisdom and ex- 
ultation independent of his Creator. His poste* 
rity have been engaged in a search equally 
fruitless and dangerous^ as often as they have 
consulted their own will and followed their 
6wn way ; seeking death in the error of their 
life*; not by design, for death cannot be an 
object of choice, but by necessary consequence^ 
through blindness and disaffection. For the 
prophet hath informed us, that the way of man 
is not in hirhself: when he hath lost that way 
into which he was directed by the Author of 
his being, his own sagacity never can bring him 
back to it again ; but the farther he proceeds, 
the greater is his deviation. The wise man 
tells us, there is a way which seemeth right unto 
a man, but the end thereof are the zvays ^f 

death, 
• WM. i. la. 
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death^. How misembie is thi8» tWatthe wty 
which leads to de^th ^hduld seem to be a rig^ 
one! But such is the fact: every way whidi 
leads from the true God aixl the ttvk rc&gHm 
must terminate in deaths notwitbytai'kting all 
the fine things that may be snid in eomoEietida- 
tion of it. The experiment has been KSiade on 
various occasions^ aiod dv^ys with the same 
success. Hie Serpent recommended a^^ray, as 
better than that which God had revealed; bat 
it proved to be a way of death, and all tht 
children of Adam are witnesses of the issue.*-^ 
When the generation of men before the flood 
departed from God, or, as the Scripture itself 
expresses it, when all jlesh cormptei his way 
upon the earthly death and destmction soon 
ensued ; every thing that was in the earth died; 
except those few who escaped by virtue of the 
divine covenant of mercy. "When God brought 
a people out of Egypt for his service, tfaeif 
tujTied aside out of the way which he anrnnandoi 
ihem\y and some met death immediately tfiom 
the sword, others more remotely, at the end 
of Ibeir wanderings in the wilderness. Having 
turned aside from the right way of faith and 
obedience, they were punished by being mad9 
to wander out of the way > amd even to die lA 

thU 
* Prov. xiv. 12. t Gtiuii. it, i]r* t Excd;zxxii« 8» 
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this, state of deviation, without the enjoyment 
of the piomised land: which happened to them 
in a figure^ as an example to others, who 
through an evil heart of unbelief should depart 
from the living God*. 

. When men have begun to thinks indepen* 
dentiy on Grod's will, and to follow the sugges* 
tions of their own jbearts, they have never failed 
to turn aside from the way of life into the ways 
of death. Therefore it occurs next in the 
Apostle's description, that they are together 
become unprofitable * for, to use his own Ian* 
guage, whvLt fruit can there be in those thingsfj^ 
the end of which is death ? They who depart 
from God are unprofitable to themselves, and 
to him who created them. They can reap no 
possible benefit from their own destruction: and 
if the most perfect of the servants of God are 
to look upon themselves as unprofitable on the 
§core of merit, after all their endeavours, the un- 
godly, who have apostatized of malice, must 
be of that other species of unprofitable servants^ 
who are to be cast into outer darkness, llie 
word unprofitable^ if more strictly rendered 
according to the original in the 14th Psalm, is 
putrid, .filthy^ or stinking: the meaning of 
which is this^ that man by the present sinful^ 

ness 

♦ Heb. iiL if. 
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ness of his nature is become offensive to God^ 
as a dead carcase, or a body full of sores : in 
allusion to which, the Psalmist saith in another 
place, my wounds stink (meaning the wounds 
of sin) a?id are corrupt through 7ny foolishness: 
but when this quality of sin is purged away, 
and a subsequent purification takes place by 
vurtue of an accepted sacrifice or burnt offering, 
then the Lord is said to smell a sweet savaun 
as at the offering of a sacrifice by Noah, after 
the world had perished in its corruption. 

We have now considered the depravity of 
h^man nature, as it shews itself in the thoughts 
or counsels of men, with respect to God and 
his religion. It is asserted moreover, that 
there is none that doeth good^ no not. one : and 
this is proved by a particular introduction of 
their words and their works. First of their 
vrords^^their throat is an open sepulchre, if 
the inward man is dead by nature> as the Scrip* 
ture teaches us, then the outer may be consi* 
dered as the structure of a sepulchre, whose 
iliside is ^filled with dead merCs bones^ and 
all uncleanness. When we remove the cover- 
ing of a sepulchre, there comes forth from it 
an offensive odour of death: and if we would 
know what is in the heart of man, he must dis- 
cover it to us by bis words ^ which are of such 

a sort 
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a sort as to betray and publish the tiomiptiofi 
of his mind. When he opens his mouth, he 
opens a grave, and the disagreeable savour of 
1^ unsound speech shews that there is a dett4 
corpse at the bottom. But it seems a& if there 
were something farther to be understood : their 
throat is not only a sepulchre, but an dpm se* 
pulchre. Men of impure thoughts have tK* 
the modesty to keep their mouths ^ut, but tbejf 
glory in their shame. When their minds ave 
given up to folly, they cannot be satisfied till 
they have made it public. The more unsound 
dieir discourse is in its quality, you have so 
much the more of it in quantity : and if we ob- 
serve the world throughout, few people have 
more to say than common swearers, slanderers, 
blasphemers, and reprobates. 

For the iniquity of their words, men are also 
compared to serpents — with their tongues they 
hm>e used deceit; the paison of asps is under 
their lips. When interest and worldly affection 
dictate to the tongues of mien, they are double 
and deceitful, and are aptly represented by the 
forked or double tongue of the serpent ^ for if *it 
serves their purpose, they make no scruple of 
telling two different stories about the same 
thing. But the words of the slanderer are 
worse than those of the common lyar: they 

wound 
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vrova[kA and infect at the same time> like the 
venomous asp, whose bite is incurable. 

Many a fair character of an mnocent person 
^th been ruined, and the comfort of his life irte^ 
corerably destroyed, by the bite of calumnjr 
and detraction; so that the bite of an asp 
would have been preferred as tiie less hurtful 
of the two : yet how common is the {nractice i 
and what an insipid life would many talkative 
people lead, if their conversation were to be 
purged of slander I It is observed by St. James, 
that the tongue is an unruly evil, full ef deadly 
poison*: but certainly that poison was no parit 
of man^s original constkjatiim, when he wa^ 
pure and upright,^ as he came fkom the hands 
of his Creator : it was derived from that father 
of lies, who infused into our first parents a 
poison^ which bath run in the blood of their 
posterity ever sbce. Soon after they are bom 
they shew the effects of it: for the first use theyi 
generally make of their speech is to lie ; and 
if they are permitted, either through wilful folly 
or neglect, to follow their natural disposition^ 
deceit will be their practice to the end of their 
lives. So strong is the propensity to lying, 
that all children have need to be warned and 
instructed against this evil. Many are cured 

• Jam. iii. g. 



An Essay on Man. 271 

using the tremendous name of God in common 
discourse^ that they are unable to deliver any 
insignificant narrative without inserting an oath 
or a curse between every two or three words of 
it; where it is so far fix>m adding any thing to 
the sense, or heightning the wit, that it breaks 
the connexion, and turns their discourse into 
nonsense. What possible reasons can be as^ 
signed for this absurd practice, or how can we 
describe it, but in those severe words of the 
Apostle — the poison of asps is under their lips : 
their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness ?* 
For such conversation is neither rational, nor 
pleasant, nor profitable. The best and the 
worst we can say for it, is this of the Scripture, 
that it is constitutional. 

So much for the words of men. We come 
now to ^tir works — their feet are swift to shed 
blood. This is spoken with allusion to beasts 
of prey, whose swiftness of foot is given them 
for purposes of murder and bloodshed; that 
they may overtake and devour those harm- 
less creatures, which have no strength to resist, 
nor speed to escape them. Here I am almost 
confounded with my subject ; and could wil- 
lingly drop the prosecution of it ; for this seems 
to be an hard saying : yet if we have patience 
to exaqiine into the fact, I fear that the expert^ 

cncy 
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cocq of 99 coont^ies an4 oC ^ 9gf4 b^^ 
iewo^ that t^i*^ PW^ of ^^e bmn^ *h^sif:$^i is^ 
s|» natural ai^ the vest. . A^id.t^i^ ag» hasi not 
beea wantu^m e^Kampk^ of cjnieltjr aod Uoocb 
^dding> wtb > dsgfj^ ^ waojtonnesfi aodl 
ifricke4Qesa oever beard of bt^N^ % t^e wcrU:. 
9^ the history pf wbiat |?a4 jlately passed ia 
Trance mnst a^bundai^ testify^ ButwlsMaicBi 
da these thiag^ cqme» hut irofA the natoreiofe 
man, of whkb ^st ^:})l0d(i.>^e;jiis.tolxeaL. 
natwa} app^li^.? For.the fir$t vma^ win folk 
]owe4 oatw^^&efT Ite cphruplion^ wat a;.nifuh» 
derer. Cnm ^^W bi^ broither oa titCLdiabelical 
pidnicipli^ ^ fnvyi b^cHmm hjs worlis .wen^ 
mQrQr^gbteoa^t^Qbisotyitk Infidelity^ idie< 
ther in Jews or Heathens^ bath alwaya acted 
tibe same. part. I^t any, person consider die 
treatment of the prophets and messengers of 
Qod, the <:rucifix:¥)n of Jesus Christy the ten 
dreadful piersecutions of the christian Qimvh^ 
and the persequtiooii of Christians by one ano^ 
ther since the age of the Reformation, and thea 
let him judge, whether the feet, of men are^ 
szvift tg sh^d, bUfod; especially the blood of the 
innocent ? But all this it may be said was the- 
effect of superstition^ which hath always been 
bloody minded : be it so : yet it ia equally to 
be lament^d^ tbit so baneful arweed-sbould 

thrive 
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tittire so m^rtJIy in the human heart. How* 
- ever, kt superstition be out of the question, and 
yi^ shall discover another prmciple, equally 
pekiHciotts and aiore irrational ; even the prin- 
ciple efkoTvmr^ as it is cajted. rThis directs 
pi^ to Cdtimit homicide upon the dli^httst 
prcivocafian; coolly, deliberately ind soberly: 
actkii'ding to rules received, approved, esta« 
bliAttd : : £pcm which no man b a teitain r^nk 
^tife must depart, but at the hajsard of his cha- 
racter, and aH that is most valuable. If this is 
abe printiple of those who call themselves the 
world, then tlie world by its owii ccmfession is 
guilty of the diarge which^ the Apostle hath 
btirajg^t against 4hem. They are not only ready 
to ^hed blood, but 9W^ to do it; die most 
triffing cause, a word, a phantom, a shadow 
(even the honour of4hose who have no honour) 
will provoke them to it : their passions will bp 
excited to a blood-thirstiness superior to that of 
tihie lion or the tyger : For these beasts, as we 
are to}d, will rather seize a brute than a man, 
if they have die choice of both : but this felse 
honour, 13ce a dsamon tihat defigMs in unna- 
tural sacrifices, is sa^sfied with nothing 1^ 
tiian human blood. 

If men are subject to the influence of such 
praicipkc, we shaU not winder at wiiat is said 

VOL. VII. r ^f 
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of them in the next place — destruction and 
misery are in their ways; and the way of peace 
have they not known. Deceit and envy, wrath 
and hatred^ ambition and concupiscence, with 
nothing to restrain them but worldly policy, 
which more frequently sets them all in motion, 
must needs have made wild work, and produc- 
ed destruction and misery in every age. What 
is the civil history of man, but a register of ':ihe 
various operations of these pemici6u8 ptind- 
ples ? If we look back, and survey any particular 
people in their state of barbarism, we find theift 
perpetually at war with one another ; dividing 
themselves into a multitude of little indepen- 
dent principalities, with separate interests; 
defrauding and plundering one another ;' sub- 
jsisting rather by rapine and the sword, than.bv 
the profitable and peaceable arts of tillage *. 

Such 

* In Gallia non solum in omnibus clvitatibu^ at^ue 
pagis partibusque, sed pene etiam in singulis domibus 
factiones sunt. des. de Bell. Gtfll, Lib. 6. § i6, 

Aliquod bellum fere quotannis accidere soleb^t, uti ant 
ipsi injurias iiiferrent> aut illatas propulsarent. Ibid. $ i^. 
Civitatibus maxima laus est^ quam latissimas cirqup 
se vastatis finibus solitudines habere. Hoc proprium vir- 
tatis exislimant> expulsos agris finitimos cederfe^ neque 
quenquaim prope se audere consistere. Simul hoc so fore . 
tutiores arbitrgntur, repeiitinoJpcursiQnis ti|QQresi)b)iitP« 

Ibid. 4 22. .... 
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Such were the people whom ,JuUus Cafar 
found in Britain^ fencing and ^ intrenching 
themselves in their habitations, that they might 
be si^ure from robbery and murder *• And j£ 
we take another view of men, as they approach 
to a stafe of civilization, there we fipd pride 
prevailing as the universal passion which sets 
the world on fire. We seethe bastard govern* 
xnoitis of Greece and Romey in which there 
waa.an eternal struggle for liberty, ti balancing 
of factions^ a perpetual searching for that phi«- 
losopher's stone in politics, a state of such a 
£)rm« tibat all might govern, and none b& go* 
vemed: But it could never be found ; yet they, 
who knew not the way of peace, were weak 
exu>ugh to keep this always in view, as the first 
and greatest object to men in society; and 
hence the state was beaten to pieces. between 
the contentions of the upper and lower orders, 
like a vessel upon a sea where the wind and 
tide ire contrary to each other. 

t2 We 

* Oppidum autem Britanpi vpcapt, quum silvas irape- 
ditas vallo atqpe fossi munierant, quo, incursionis 
bostium 'vitandae causi, convenire consueveruat. Ibid. 
Lib. V. $ 21. 

The natives of America, (I mean the native Indians, 
who are still in that state in which the Europeans found 
Ihem,) spend Uieir time in war and huntih^. 
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.We are now arrivefd it the concludiirg articre 
df the humto character — There is no fear qf 
Chd before their eyes^. They^ pei^lst in a course 
ef sin and itror without femorse^ as if diere 
were no God to surrey Ihe' actions of men itow^ 
tad to rebuilt to account df them Iteteaften 
At the end of ^ thdtr tm^ddliness^ the terrort 
^ Ike Lord are planted, but they Jbok not 
lipon them : they hart^i asa bird into-kn huiden 
snare, and Icnow notthat it is for their 'lives. 
The wrath of God hiathf often b^en cevestl^d 
from heaven, aiki feiarfol punishments Jiate 
be^ inflicted upon ungodly people^ yet the 
impression wears away : the Author of such 
Visitations is forgotten ; the cailses ^ l^m 
are misrepresented by the appliciaticm of feome 
i^se philosophy: and so the sinner renders 
thera of no effect to his soul. Every man who 
opposes the divine Will, is in the isltuation of 
the per\-erse Balaam; the Angel of the Lord 
stands in the way before him with a drawti 
' sword, ready to cut him in sunder; but his 
yes are holden by a spirit of unbelief, and 
Jt has no sense of his danger. Instead of turn- 
ing back from the wrong path, Itis heart is 
fixed only on the gratification of his present de- 
sires; and if he is arrived at the last stage of 
%ickedne$s, then his conscience will afford no 

aH 
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mk^ wl^Cft it:i2rttfns.hi» «f-tbe v^qj^anqe that 
4i»ajt5i him^ but will be beaten Ui;a p^rojjyi^m 
df fi«y,'4»45|Ml«re4 ujEi aj aiwt A^.fece qf judg- 
irient. 

SdcKkthe ocp^ttion of t^c rmtnral mwtsk 
^mn^pm^oix\i$ih\U ^^9^ ar« the defi^cis 
and miseries of his character. No sort of crime 
hath here been represented, to whk:h he is not 
subject, as the lusts of his own heart, inflamed 
and assisted by the temptations of the Devil^ 
draw away and Entice him. But it doth not 
follow from hence, that every sensual man must 
be guilty of every possible crime, only because 
it is the fruit of his natiire : this is no oecessaiy 
consequence. For death is aiso the fruit of our 
nature; yet all men do not die of the sam^ dis- 
temper; neither did any man ever die of all 
distempers at once; though som« oases of mor- 
tality, like some instances of guilt, are exceed- 
ingly complicated. In dii&rent persons sin and 
mortality hav<e various appearaixes, according 
to the difference of constitutions, circumstances^ 
and accidents. On the whole it appears, that 
as man is by nature mortal, he is by nature sin- 
ful. His mortality is known and allowed by 
all, and no man ever dreamed of denying it. 
His sinfidness is as real, though the subject is 
not so popular^ In this respect the prince and 
t3 the 
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the beggar^ the learned and the ignerant, are 
all upon a level. Let the most splendid pedi- 
gree be carried far enough backward^ and it 
comes at last to Adam and Eve^ who are the 
•common parents of all men, and who have 
delivered the same nature to all their posterity. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Redemption of Man from Sin by the 
Sufferings of Christ on the Cross. 

All that has been said in the foregoing chap- 
ter will be confirmed, fVom a consideration of 
man's redemption by the sufferings of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. That the genuine fruits 
of man's nature arQ such as we have recounted, 
and that St. Paul, in the passages collected 
from the Old Testament, hath given a true re- 
presentation of them, is not only proved by ex- 
perience and observation, but is also clear from 
hence ; in that they are the sins for which Christ 
suffered, that our nature might be redeemed, 
and the justice of God satisfied. His sufferings 
were of such a sort, and were so ordained 
by the providence of God, as to carry in them 
T 4 all 
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in the marks of that sinfafaiess of man^s natnie 
which gave occasion to them. 

Thus^ for that want of understandmg which 
is in the mind of man, his mind was filled 
with sorrow and dejection: his head was 
pierced widi thoms» for the wickedness and 
vanity of our imaginations. Because we had 
departed from the right way, and had turned 
from our dependence upon God; God in the 
hour of his distress departed fix)m Him, with* 
drawing that divine comfort, which had sup- 
ported him under thc^ bodily trials of the cross. 
For our pride and aspiring to be above what 
God had made us. He left that glory which 
was natural to him^ and condescen^d to as- 
sume the lowest character upon earth ; he was 
mocked at and insulted as a pretended kiQg^ 
rejected as an alien, despised as ai^ outcast^ 
and numbered with condemned malefactors* 
He was stripped naked at the time of has suit- 
ings, that he might take upon himsdf th^ 
shame of Adam's guilt: He was executed oa 
a cross of wood, which is called the Tree * of 
bis Cross, to remind us of that fatal tree, which 
brought sin and death into the world: he was 
tried with an agony in a garden, and wa$ at 
last buried in a garden : to diew that his death 

proceeded 

• Gal. iu. 13--1 Pet. ii. 14. 



piocMded ftam ttit <^nce of man in Fartdito: 
Becau^ ouf mauih is filed with curnng md 
attfmeffj hh mouth was filled with vfaiegir 
«id bittor i^ll; at a> time when thef were meet 
4»ta«teful3 while be was famting under the 
weight of his sorrows and isuflenngs. Oor 
hands having f)een used a&the ihstramentaof 
sin, his hands were pierced with nails: his 
feet were torn and wounded^ and fixed through 
to the cross, as if, like our feet, they had been 
swift to shed blood. Thus was the iniquity of 
us all laid on him, according to the stricter 
law of retaliation: the justice of God inflicted 
punishment upon him, where sin had manifest- 
ed itself in us ; and this, I presume, in mor^ 
respects than we are able to shew. The image 
of the first Adam, with all its depravity, was 
crucified in him, and as the Apostle righdf 
instructs us, the body of sin, from head to foot, 
was destroyed*. There is such a correspon- 
dence between the ways of God and the doc* 
trine of the scripture, that they mutually illus> 
trate and confirm one another. When Christ 
suffered for the sins of the world, he suffered 
in such a sort, as to shew, that he took upon 
himself the character of a natural man; and 
therefore the natural man really is suck in him- 
self 
♦ Rom. vi. 6. 
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se^ as the Redeemer appeared to be iox \m 
lake, l^jfone but fools will deny this; and no 
wise man can hear of it, without prayii^ to 
God^ that he would deliver us from this bod^ 
qfsin; that is, from ourselves j; that we being 
new ci^atures^ may serve him in newness of 
life to his gbiy and our own salvation. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The New Creature in Christianity. 

XN the course of my enquiry, my first endea«. 
vour was to make it appear, that man ht)y 
nature unrighteous; and, after the example and 
method of the blessed Apostle St. Paul, I hai^ 
pointed out all those particulars in which this 
unrighteousness is found to consist. This ao^ 
count has been confirmed, by its correspondence 
with the suflFerings of Christ on the cross 5 whosd 
afflictions and death were of siich a form, as to* 
, refer us back to the sinfulness of the nature for 
which he suffered. And now in the last place; 
to clear this matter as far as possible, it may be 
shewn, that the gospel of Jesus Christ is a 
.^ystem^ accommodated, in all its parts,, to thi^ 

unrigh- 
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mm^itBo moMUot1hman:na^ 
itself professedly to all those evils which have 
been described and insisted upoi;i in the fore- 
going chapters* Th6 Christian religion, in 
every step it takes for the salvation of man, pre- 
supposes ^e fall of A4a^i9 and tiie pesmanent 
rffects of ^ in all his posterity/ Medicinesi are 
accommodated to the nature of the diseases which 
they are designed to cure ; so that from the me- 
dicines themselves, if prescribed by a skilfii! 
person, and according totbe fules of his art, 
line symptoms of the diisease may be inferred. 
Thus niiiich, however, is mlwaya €eiiam> that 
*when a medicine is provided, a distemper is sup- 
pfiilfdi Mid t^t 1^ who stands ia need of a 
0irr» can be 00 odier dian a sick man. Ai\ 
1^ 9ev«iU altetra^ves and res<;oratives which 
1^ S<)sp^ i^s provided^ serve to convince us^ 
in ttw fy^ f^^et that we: are skk by nature : 
iq^ iiqy o^ifr supposition the gospel is an abr 
99ld|ty I a§ i^ertaji^ing to ^ that for aU men, 
^ which no oaaa hath ^ny neecL Therefore, 
If the gospel k a consistent scheme, the remcr 
4ie Sl therein ofl^^red demonstrate, th^t the soul 
pf qian W ifl ^ ^t^e of sin and blindi^e^; as 
plainly f^ medicinal ^ipigs and instruments 
of s\irg<ir7 shew ^a^ \m body is frail and 
portal 

These 
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' Tkese^WfhedieSy with their ptopeitiesalida^ 
pBediti6it6^ ^sxe the things trt are nbw to osth 
siderv ^iOkI Iei slight examiuatkm wiiitnakeit 
evidentii^t the)r aie all adapted tothe evikdf 
ioaft^ e^stitutioB^as described l^ die Apostle; 
and oMMeqtiefitly for die ptodttCaAg of a msr 
cteaitttfe. ■ 

Itliiria^&tt'a^dM^ i^ this dettiti|id0n, dUft 

Ifeird U nine rigktetHis^s Which 4Mei1idiii it «hf 

same for substimce with "ivtet die 4idfpsslni^ 

lad «dd ^ his s8pp]k&tion-^£fflbr 'Mt^U0 

jkH^mtnlwith ihy servant ^ far in thy sight shiM 

Homin tibihg be Justi]^ed*. Ta td>yiate ikiis; 

die geipely in exposition to the mmstratiMitf 

anidhsukaiimi by die kw of Moses, is caBed Aa 

inimhtt^HdH i^righttousness^; brkigiag us^ t& 

diat jUttifidation ift the sight of God, to whidl 

no ittaA living can restore himself It biialgt 

about this change,: by admittmg us to be mem^-. 

hers of Christ, who is called the Lard ont 

Mighte&i^niess: that instead of belng^DMsidev^di 

as we lire In ourselves, we ni^y be accepted 1m 

the behved, wha is the i^rst^am 4m$ikg manif 

brethren. 80 that- «he Apostle asks, and teacfatis 

«is to triuiii^h id the same question-'-^Aa sbaB 

iay an^Mting U4he charge ofGi>d^s ekct ? It 

uQ&d thatfUit^HhittDh0^ is hetHat4k>ndmncth f 

^ ^ ^^ 

«-fisIw«idi8. a. ' ' s<:or;iit 9- 
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It is Christ that died, yearatkery that is riien 
aigain: who died to make satisfaction for the 
^ins of the. worlds and rose again to shew that 
It waA accepted ; so. that there is no condemfia^ 
Hon to them that are in Christ Jesus. As surely 
M many:^. according to the state of nature^ were, 
made sinners by one marCs disobedience; so 
•ttHely iitsp by the obedience of one are many 
VMufe righteous. Thus abundantly is the evil 
ti unrighteousness provided against. 
: The nemX thing in order is the renovation of 
tfic; wi^erstanding. Of the old man it was 
sfudj there is none that understandethj but the 
new man is said to be renewed in knowledge 
€ifter^ the image of him that created him*. — 
When God changes us from natural into spi* 
ntual men, he restores the spiritual powers of 
jdiscernment» which we lost by the fall ; and in 
which the image of God consisted. As the 
sight of the mind is now dark by nature, God 
U said to enlighten tlie eyes of the understand- 
ing'\: and as the eyes are shut to spiritual 
things, Christ is therefore said to have opened 
the understanding of his disciples, that they 
might understand the scriptures. The psalmist 
speaks as one siensible of this defect — Open thou 
nine eyes, that I may see the tvondrous things 

♦ CaLitti lo. tEph.i. |l. 
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qf thy law: whence it follows, that a man^i 
whom God hath enlightened, sees some dungs 
in tlieJ^eiipture, of which that man can have 
no uhdetstanding, who views it widi the eyes of 
nature. Sometimes this principle is calied/aiAkj 
which! is a divine. sense superindoced to the 
senses- of nature: it signifies a right apprehend 
non ^ i66d, a loVt$^of bis wisdom, a trust in ids 
proittlses, and an expectation <>f die woxM to 
4:ome. TUb principle is the gift ofiGod ;; and 
1his)riwh6 are Messed with it are of pne mind a 
1>urdiejr who have it not are always jafring and 
tUi^ufing about the plainest thihg^ahdwillbe 
5wcto the world's end. s » 

' But God dodi liot 6nly renew thdonnd, and 
restore the right use of the understanding:, hft 
iilso stipplies true matter to it^ He reveals to 
ns the knowledge of himself, the true God, d» 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; the 
Creator, the Redeemer, the Sanctifier of Men. 
^ The Son of God hath groen us an understand- 
ing that toe i/tOf knoto kirn thath tmez^' Ijiere* 
'fore dill, he gives lus ; this understandings we 
h^ve no knowledge of arty prq>fr object of 
adoradon.; Besides the true notion o£ God's 
Being, (he bible opens to us thie ways of his 
providence \x\ th^gbver»went.of thft wprjd, and 
tiie wonders of redemption in the salvation of 
^-^^ t' .i V -1 * hi* 



!m Church by Jefitl$ Chiiist, in z^hommt h 
the treasures qfwiid&m) Undknfwle^. , 
' But still there isnoi^t understandiQg 
out a proper rule of action : theiftfore we 
tuch a rule ofieitd' tons m tbe-coouintodi 
of the law, and in the precepts of thQ:|pcfsp 
which all the cok>uft:6f viceiand viitneiari 
perly di^tmgutslited;' tib 'tb3t^^e .Clfid^ 
delivered from tfaatimiseraUe^ljri to yM 
the world is sufaject^.of eOafoittdis^ 40Q 
tv% and putting; onefor tber.cftberh Qn 
considerations, iitoe may subecribe torthc 
vine words oi^Aomatk-^Tke L»M gktH^ 
dom; out of his mouth c<fmeth kmmledjg 
understanding, ffeloj^eth'upsdwltdjudsdc 
ike righteous ^ hats a bucfcbfri to ihm% ihtt 
vprightly. He keepeth the paths Bf p$^ 
and preserveth the wm/ of his saints, 
shall thou understand righteousness^ and 
ment^ and equity $ ^ero every good path*. 
This leads us to die next artide> die 
of our way- All men are ot(< qf their tlm^ 
gospel undertakes to put them ihU 
are represented a« wandering in a 
rildemess, such as this world is to all 
' are not under the diiectioBof God ^ 
is wUdemess, ke that kd the IsTMlite 
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^gypt maki^ a path so plain and direct^ that 
tiidwajifaring men, though fools, (though nevei; 
so simple in the estimation of the world,) cannot 
^rr therein. So far as we have followed the 
dictates of nature^ we have erred and stray ed[ 
from that right way, which leads to God, and 
theMppiness of his kingdom ; in which capa-. 
city we are compared to lost sheep, whom Christ 
came to seek znd save. Such as are willing tb 
b^ fi;>und, are <:onducted by him to the Father | 
aQd^.he himself becomes a new and living wai/ 
to them> by means of the doctrine which he 
taught; by his death, which opened to them the 
kingdom of heaven,; by his life> which serves as 
an, example to direct them thither, and by his 
^piiitleadirig and supporting them ; so that if this 
vray be kept in view, they cannot fail of attaining 
thjjiri^nd, even the salvation of their souls. 

Then again, instead of that unsound speech,^ 
which is the effusion of the natural man, the 
gospel dictates a new sort of speech, agreeable 
to the doctrines of grace, and seasoned with 
salt, to preserve it from corruption. When a 
man is reformed from that hateful condition of 
the open sepulchre, no filthy communication pro* 
cecds out of his mouth ; but such only as be^ 
Cometh a saint, and may minister grace to the 
hearers. If the man himself is holy, his speeclji 

vpL. vii. y " will 
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M\\\ be liolyi it will agree with the puritjr rf^ 
that doctrine which is laid up in his heart. He 
IS no longer a sepulchre^ defiled with death ; 
^ut an earthen vessel, inclosing the iilestimabb 
treasure of divine grace : a lamp, instead of a 
grave ; sending forth the odours of incense in 
his prayers ; which the angels of heaven will 
present before the throne of God. His tongue 
is cleared pf its native poison, and instead of 
Spreading discord, becomes an ins^ment of 
peace : all cursing, and bitterness, and maHce 
IS put away from him; he blesseth, andcursetk 

7U>t. 

That blood-thirstiness of wild beasts, wliidk 
\& common to the men of this world (not f» 
c6pting those whom courtesy calls gentle}^ h 
no longer found in the true Christian. His 

feetj instead of being swift to shed blood, are 
shod with tft^ preparation^ the gospel of peace* 
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CkKJ, will grow indifferent to the censure and 
praises of men. 

The unmortified passions of mankind fill the 
world with destruction and misery ; the proper 
work of those who are governed by them^ is to 
destroy others and to disquiet themselves. But 
liow different a state of things would begin to 
shew ttselfj if the generality of men in civil so« 
oiefty were influenced by the spirit of Christianity \ 
'^Vox this inspires a love of justice and 
mercy; it delights in protecting and saving; it 
humbles itself, to exalt others ; and having the 
best claim te the blessing of God> it is pro»« 
pered in its undertakings, receives present en- 
|oyment in this world, and is happy in the ex« 
pectation of a better. As the empire of sin and 
4c!ath increases, misery never fails to keep equal 
pttc^ with it. What is. it but the prosecution of 
vain desires, and the clashing of interests and 
jqppetites^ which creates all the misery men in* 
IBct upon one anothei; ? How ready are they 
Ht Complain of the world as a scene of trouble : 
<ip||'vlia( makes it such, but the abuse of it, by 
'"t4mi who neither fear God nor know them- 
Vm? Let but the r^les of the gospel take 
Ip^attd the world iflrould soon be a very 
pMnt plaqe : but (as many are called, and 
^*o«en,) individuals only can experience the 
ud £reedom of choMtian principles ; and 
i; 2 > this- 
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^cnly from him ; and, therefore, he bequeathed 
it as a legacy to his disciples *. 

The last defect to which the gospel applies 
itself, is that unhappy absence of the fear of 
God J for want of which unbelievers are insensible 
of their danger. But with us the case is altered : 
our eyes are opened to see and to avoid those 
terrors J which are the certain rewards of dis- 
obedience. TJie wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men ; and who that knows this can per- 
severe in a state of sin? The expectation of 
future judgment, ^d a sense of the Divine pre- 
sence, are necessary to form the conscience of 
a Christian ; for without these, men have no 
conscience at all. The holy scripture teaches us 
-to set the Lord always before us, in every thing 
we do, or speak, or think ; to be sensible, that 
the eyes of our future Judge are now upon us, 
every moment observing the motions of our 
minds, and noting our most secret actions.— 
This persuasion is our best security j it will 
keep us from turning aside to the paths of vice; 
and, by stirring us up to vigilance and severity 
,toward our own conduct, will be the means of 
delivering us, through the all-sufficient merits 
of Christ, from that indignation and wrath, 
u 3 tribulation 

♦ John xiv. aj* 
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oF^Ight^ when we attempt to justify the christian 
scheme, or undertake to explain any christian 
doctrines. The bible begins with it professedly ; 
pointing out the wiles of the devil, and bring- 
ing in the Saviour for no other end but to coun- 
terwork the destroyer in his two great works of 
sin and death. They who remain in the state 
in which the fall left them, are called his 
children ; and it is their pleasure to propagate 
that sin and death which their father intro- 
cl\K:ed. As he was a liar from the beginning, 
so they are liars^ against God as well as man ; 
he was a murderer, and they are murderers; he 
was a tempter^ a deceiver, a subtle serpent, a 
devouring Hon; and their works, like his, abound 
with deceit, enmity, subtlety, avarice, and ra- 
pacity. There have been two opposite parties 
from the beginning, the sons of Gody and the 
seed of the serpent. ITieir opinions are contrary, 
and their works contrary. Christianity is at the 
head of one party, and Infidelity at the head of 
the other. As time is divided between light 
and darkness, so is the world divided between 
these two. The dispute between them has sub- 
sisted through all ages past, it is now in agita- 
tion, and it grows hotter every day ; it will 
never cease, till the consummation, when the 
u 4 Judge 
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Judge of men and angels shall interpoise to d6* 
cide it. 

To this true state of things the gospel is 
adapted : the religion proper for man must be 
built upon the history of man; as the best- ac- 
count of natural causes must be drawn from 
the history of nature ; all the rest is but sophis- 
try and delusion. The clergy especially, who 
^re so often called upon to heal the distempers 
of the soul, should be well acquainted with its 
history and constitution ; and the science is as 
requisite to them, as the anatomy of the human 
frame is to a common physician. 

And now, if the fall of man is really the 
leading fact, to which our faith is adapted; 
what a preposterous, unnatural, useless, dan- 
gerous system of religion must that be, which 
either omitS;, or denies it ! The scheme of Deism, 
which calls \ist\i Natural Religion^ is this very 
system. For the fall of man is a fact, whicfe 
(though reason and experience may easily 
justify it when known) uninformed reason 
cannot find out; therefore the religion of 
nature takes no notice of it, but proceeds as if 
man were now in the state in which the 
Creator left him. Corruption and renovation 
are the two articles which run through every 

branch 
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bfanch of our faith; but natural relfgion has 
heither of these. The salvation of man is 
the result of the triumph of Jesus Christ 
over Satan : natural religion knows nothing 
of' either party. Our whole life here upoii 
earth is a struggle against temptation fror& 
the powers of datknesis^^ Under which thi 
grace of God only is able to support us ; but 
natural religion says hot one word either of 
grace of temptation. ' So that upon the whole, 
if there is a doctrine among Christians, which 
can render their whole creed ineffectual 
and impertinent, it is this, that religion \pr^ 
perly so called) is natural to man: fix)m which 
the inferences are obvious^ that nature h& 
been encroaching upon religion, and undermiii- 
ing civil society, ever since its clanns were s(?t 
on foot by some speculating divines, and taken, 
up, on their authority, by the Deists. Hoikr 
we shall get back again from nature to Chris- 
tianity, God Almighty knows! The progress 
is up hill, and therefore difficult and doubtfii!. 
The case of the Heathens at the propagation tJf 
Christianity was not nearly so bad as that of 
Christians, relapsed, by this road, into infide- 
lity. They saw and confessed, that nature had 
carried them into error and misery : that they 
were become fools by pretending to be wise: 

and 
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and so they were glad to tsdce a better guide» 
But when men have taken the bUnd guide as 
Ihe best of all^ and think they can see eveiy 
thing by their own light ; they will go on in their 
own way till it is too late to turn back. All 
we can do^ with hope of success^ is to warn^ 
others not to follow them. 

The clergy of this church are admonished 
by the canons^ to preach against Popery fqur 
times in a yeari but if they were now to preach 
forty times in a year against this modern reli- 
gion of nature, it might be more to the pur- 
pose. 

Moralists, then, may boast of their dignity 
M they please: our religion is made for men 
•who have lost tixeir dignity s and it will suc- 
ceed only upon those, who glory in their irifir- 
nuties^ and determine to know nothing but 
Christ crucified. He who sets up his dignity. 
Independent of revelation and divine grace, 
hath forgotten that he was baptized; and hath 
invented a new gospel, a^ subversive of the 
old, as the vain traditiQ^ i the Scribes and 
Pharisees were subversj 
The wise men of thi^ 
call themselves) er 
giving us represe 
much differing . 
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pastoral, with all the artificial omamemts of 
poetry, differs from the ignorance and rus- 
ticity of real, life. In this our modem na^ 
soners are condemned by the Heathens, who 
have left us true and striking descriptions of 
human corruption. They never pretended that 
their reUgion was natural: their gods were 
traditional; they were the^oif of their fathers i 
they signified the different powers of the created 
world ; and their whole p^ual was a system <^ 
expiation by sacrifice^ such as natural religion 
never owned nor thought of. Let scholass 
consider this fact*. 

Another 

* Heathens did not allow of a light of nature aa a toft* 
ineot guide in religion or civU life : and their vridi^ 
abound with testimonies of its insufficiency and cormptioa* 
AVr natura fotett juif iHemert mtfmmu 

Hob. Sat Lib. L 3. 

'' Do all mankind drink of the cup of error wkeo th^ 
co BBcin to life ? Yea, said he^ thqr 4tf drink of iL* Cdv 
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